Cooperation Agreement
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Danube Transnational Programme Bad Radkersburg

Cooperation Agreement
among the coop MDD partnership and managing institutions of Protected Areas
forming part of the planned 5-country Biosphere Reserve “Mura-Drava-Danube”

Acknowledging

That Mura, Drava and Danube in Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Hungary and Serbia form one of the most
important river corridors and ecosystems in Europe, with preserved near-natural river dynamics and
thus giving home to a high diversity of threatened species and habitats;

That Biosphere Reserves along those three rivers have already been established in Croatia and
Hungary (2012), Serbia (2017), and Slovenia (2018) and Austria (2019);

The Ministerial Declaration to establish a 5-country Transboundary Biosphere Reserve Mura-Drava-
Danube, undersigned by the Environment Ministers of Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Hungary and Serbia
in 2011;

The goals of the UNESCO Man and Biosphere Program to preserve our natural and cultural heritage
for a sustainable livelihood of generations to come.

The undersigned declare
that, depending on financial and staff resources and always acting within the boundaries of their
respective national legislation and their institutional competences, they will:

e support each other in their local work with the exchange of experience, information and
know-how, and in raising European and other external funds for projects aiming at the
practical implementation of the 5-country Biosphere Reserve “Mura-Drava-Danube”,

e continue to work towards the establishment of a functional 5-country Biosphere Reserve
“Mura-Drava-Danube” and promote its necessity within the local population and regional
stakeholders,

e contribute jointly, as well as within national networks, to the elaboration of a nomination
form for the 5-country Biosphere Reserve,

e support the objectives of the "Guidelines for a dynamic river corridor" developed within the
coop MDD project,

e continue to work towards the step-by-step implementation of the “Transboundary Learning
Network Concept” and the “Transboundary Mura-Drava-Danube Action Plan” developed
within the coop MDD project,

e according to capacity, participate in future transboundary projects for the practical
implementation of the planned 5-country Biosphere Reserve “Mura-Drava-Danube”,
independent of the date of its formal establishment.
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Far this purpose, a part of the undersigned has recently submitted a transboundary project propasal
within the Danube Transnational Project, which will aim at preserving and restoring the ecological
functionality of the river corridor within a cross—sectoral effort.

Independent of joInt projects, the undersigned will strive — depending on financial and staff
resources — (o meet at least once a year to foster exchange of experlence and information.
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Zeljka Kolar, Director

Public Institution for management of Proterted  Syhlic Institution for nature protection in O%F
Natural Areas in Kopriviica-Krilevc County Baranja County

B B e WWF Adria
zasticeniin diie rirode
Varazgiiskg/zupaniie 2onska 2
2000 Zagreb
s o Hrvatska
Iglena 1€, Deni Posej, Director
Public Ingtiution nagement of Protected WWF Adria
Natural Apeas idin Caunty
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[Zokén Puskds, Dirscter Damijan Jakhin,
{Qa’ ton-felvidéki National Park Directorate Municipality of Velika\Polan
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Szabolcs Zavoczky, Director
Duna-Dréva National Park Directogate:
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Tatjana Arnold Sabo, Director
Public Institution for nature protection in

Virovitica-Podravina County

Andrea Johanides, Director
WWF Austria’

Marta Takaé, Director
Vojvodinaiume Public Enterprise
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Nikola KriZanac, Director
Public Institution for nature protection of

Vukovar-Srijem County

Tg Hrvoje Or3anit, Ditegtor

Institute of the Republic pf Slovenia for Nature

Conservation
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“slobodan Puzovié, Assistant Director f? p

Institute for Nature Consefxléiign cf*_\g‘,o%ifodina

Province

Antor Gangl, Chairman’ \
Regio&al Mana%ement South-East Styria
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Medjimurska Priroda - Public Institutior for Government of Styria, Office of the District
Nature Protection Engineer South-East Styria
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Darko BoZovic, Diractar s | Tomislav 88§danovié Director
Tikvara Sport and Recreation Center - Public | 1 iqg:)l__\jq'qlgq 2 'Kopat‘.ki-rit
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