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I About the ENERGY BARGE project  

The Danube region offers a great potential for green energy in the form of biomass. The main 

objective of ENERGY BARGE is to exploit this potential in a sustainable way, considering the 

Renewable Energy Directive 2009/28/EC, thereby increasing energy security and efficiency in the 

Danube countries. The project brings together key actors along the entire value chain, biomass 

companies and Danube ports as well as relevant public authorities and policy stakeholders. The 

project maps value chains and facilitates the market uptake of biomass, supports better connected 

transport systems for green logistics and provides practical solutions and policy guidelines. The 

Agency for Renewable Resources (FNR) coordinates the ENERGY BARGE project consortium with 

fourteen partners from Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Slovakia and Romania.  
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1 General information 

This evidence document refers to the ‘Modal Shift Platform for Green Bioenergy” and provides 

additional information about the online platform, supplementing the information in the output 

factsheet. Together with the evidence document for Output 3.1 it provides exhaustive information 

about the development and functionality of the online platform. 

For a content-related overview, see the output factsheet as well as the implementation manual 

which covers Outputs 4.1 and 3.1. 

The modal shift platform is designed as an online platform that visualises both the Danube 

biomass and bioenergy and the Danube logistics markets, their relevant actors, locations, good 

practice examples and exemplifying supply and value chains. It thus is a cross-sectoral tool which 

supports biomass and bioenergy actors with the provision of expertise, contacts and know-how 

on the transport, handling and storage of biomass along the Danube River and, at the same time, 

provides actors from both sectors with information on the relevant respective company 

landscapes along the navigable Danube.   

The platform is accessible via www.energy-barge.eu and is optimised for common web browsers 

(Mozilla Firefox, Internet Explorer, and Google Chrome) as well as for mobile devices. 

 

2 Output evidence 

The following section provides evidence of the finalised output “Modal Shift Platform for Green 

Bioenergy Logistics”. This evidence is presented in the form of exemplifying screenshots1 taken 

from the online platform www.energy-barge.eu, covering the three project outputs 3.1 and 4.1.  

In general, all sites of the platform are integrated and open within the website. Additional 

information, e.g. reports, deliverables or external information as well as the websites of third 

parties open in a new window. 

The following elements of the online platform are visualised with exemplifying screenshots: 

 Joint landing page with basic information, an overview of the tools and the objectives of 

the platform (Figure 1). 

 Modal shift platform incl. biomass and bioenergy atlas and good practices tools2 (Figure 

2-7): On the left and right side of the map parameters and filters can be set. In accordance 

to the filters, the representation on the map changes dynamically. The changes occur 

based on the underlying data, referring to 1) Danube logistics services, 2) Biomass and 

                                                             
1 Screenshots were accessed on Oct. 5th, 2018, subject to modifications. 
2 Output 3.2., the good practices tool, will be made available on the platform during project period 5. 

http://www.energy-barge.eu/
http://www.energy-barge.eu/
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bioenergy atlas or 3) Good practices. Each of the topics with several sub-topics can be 

chosen for presentation. 

 Danube logistics services (ports and shipping companies): The presented ports are 

organised by country and enable the user to find the closest port available to a certain 

location (Figure 3). This is highly valuable information to foster the transport on the 

Danube River. By choosing one country the user receives more information about all ports 

of the respective country along the Danube River (Figure 4). The map is automatically 

zoomed in so that detailed information about the location is available. Below the newly 

centralised map, the user gets detailed information about the chosen port with general 

information, details regarding biomass facilities and the link to the port’s website. 

Shipping companies can be seen in an individual representation (Figure 5). The logistics 

service providers are presented in a list with all necessary information. Easy access to the 

respective information is provided through the map. These features of the online platform 

shall strengthen networks of co-operation. 

 Biomass and bioenergy atlas (companies, feedstock flows; land cover layer,  

Figure 6): The data of the project can be filtered and visualised individually. By using the 

right sidebar, various types of biomass companies dynamically (trader, supplier, 

processor, end user, institutions, clusters & research) are presented. Via scrolling, 

different countries can be selected, via zooming, more details are available. By clicking on 

the icons, more detailed information on the respective company is shown. In addition, the 

biomass feedstock flows of each country for the years 2012-2016 can be shown. Two types 

of presentation can be chosen: Import-export-feedstock-flow or a presentation of detailed 

information as pie charts (Figure 7). The map visualizes the direction of biomass imports 

and exports. By clicking on one of the arrows detailed information about the amount and 

type of feedstock flow becomes available. 

 Additional information (Danube logistics sector (Figure 8), biomass & bioenergy sector 

(Figure 9): Detailed information about the respective topics is provided and the user can 

enter the Modal Shift Platform directly. In addition, more in-depth reports of the project 

can be assessed by clicking on the buttons provided. In the Danube logistics sector 

segment, users can access the ENERGY BARGE Handbook, a practical guide for 

transporting biomass on the Danube River (Figure 10).  
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Figure 1: Joint landing page. www.energy-barge.eu. The three pillars of the online platform are presented, which offer 
the entry point to the main page, the modal shift platform (dynamic map). 
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Figure 2: The modal shift platform. The central map is the core element of the online platform. It offers information about ports, companies, feedstock flows and good practices 
dynamically. In this view ports as well as biomass and bioenergy companies are filtered. 
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Figure 3: Ports and shipping companies. The ports are organised by countries, which can be chosen individually to find more information. The shipping companies are 

presented in a list.
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Figure 4: Detailed information about ports in the Energy Barge partner countries. By choosing one country the 
user can get more information about all ports of the respective country. 
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Figure 5: Logistics service providers. Shipping companies are listed with all necessary data and are represented in 
the map.
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Figure 6: Biomass and bioenergy atlas. Various types of biomass companies can be chosen and are visualised dynamically on the map. 
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Figure 7: Biomass feedstock flows. The charts show detailed information about the amount of biomass trade.  
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Figure 8: Subpage “Danube logistics sector”. Offering supporting information and access to reports. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project co-funded by European Union funds (ERDF)  17 
 

 

Figure 9: Subpage “Biomass & bioenergy sector”. Offering supporting information and access to reports. 
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Figure 10: The ENERGY BARGE Handbook. The Handbook is available on the website. 
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