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1 Introduction

The present inventory repors one of the first results of the project AgriGo4Cities that is employing
participatory Urban and Petrban agriculture (UPA) ag@ol to improve public institutional capacities
in order to tackle soci@conomic exclusion of vulnerable/marginalized groups and to stimulate
sustainable urban development in the Danube region.

The project AgriGo4Cities addressingeeds and challenges rédal to governance systems within the
Danube regiorthat can be associated with decreasing public institutional capacities to incorporate
participatory approach into decisiemaking processes. The absence of participatory mechanisms is
contributing to redued motivation of people to engage in governance and administration because they
feel relegated from political, social and economic agendas and not competent enough to act as an
equi valent counterpart and a c¢onsitzeesramdipuble dr i v
authorities at all levels is therefore increasing and leading to intensified mistrust and lack of public
participation, especially among the most disadvantaged communities at risk of exclusion, such as the
poor, unemployed, homeless, Rammommunities, elderly, women and youth. The growing social and
economic inequalities are reflected in reduced quality of urban life. To overcome thedlengesthe
AgriGo4Cities project aims to develop innovative methodology of participattign agrculture and

integrate it into decisiormaking processes. The methodology will improve capacities of public
administrators to involve relevant stakeholders and civil society into governance and public
participation. Intensified cooperation will boost mutualist and stimulate strengthened soeio

economic inclusion of vulnerable/marginalized groups. The reduction of social and economic
inequalities will lead to more sustainable development of disadvantaged neighbourhoods. By applying a
transnational multilevel approachthe AgriGo4cCities project ambition is to become a flagship of well
governed Danube region.

The aim othe Inventory report on the state of the art of relevant public institutions,
vulnerable/marginalized groups and UPA in pilot argeseinater: the inventory repor) is to assess
state of the art of participatoryrban agriculture in pilot areasf the Danube regionMore specifically,
the inventory report aims to thoroughly study and analyse structures, mechanisms and specificities
related :

- characteristics of urban agriculture

- participatory planning anchanagement of urban agriculture

- social inclusion through urban agriculture

- contribution of urban agriculture to sustainable urban development

The selectegbilot areasof the AgriGo4Citieproject are:

- Municipal districtPrague 9 (Czech Repubilic),

- Municipality ofBlagoevgrad (Bulgaria),

- MunicipalityofSzékesf ehérvar (Hungary),
- Municipality ofVaslui (Romania),
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- Municipality ofVelenje (Slovenia),
- Municipality ofUlcinj (Montenegro).

Theinventory reportbuilds on the results of thenventory questionnaire on the state of the art of
relevant public institutions, vulnerable/marginalized groups and UPA in pilot éDediverable 3.1.1)
andserves as a direct input for the followidgriGo4ies project activities:

- ldentification of good practices of participatouyban agriculture (Activity 3.1),

- Measuring an evaluation of effectiveness of participatory urban agriculture (Activity 3.2),
- Developing a training tool for participatory urbagriculture (Activity 3.3),

- Establishing a transnational learning environment (Activity 3.4).

The inventory questionnaire was sent to the AgriGo4Cities territorial project partners and
representatives of selected pilot areas in March 2017. Altogethementory questionnaires were
fulfilled and delivered in May 2017. Results and conclusions were synth@sigettaft version in June
2017 and, after receiving comments and amendments from the partners, in a final varsion2017.

The structure of tk inventory report is as follows. The second and the third chapters try to unveil
certain structural demographjsociceconomic and spatiaindicators forthe selected pilot areas by
Il nvestigati ng Hdhaper2JanTopesnicsstCQRIN&ddtCoverdatset(chapter 3)
Theheart of the inventory reporiconsists of chapters four and fivtate of the art is presented in
thematic chapters, first, comparatively between the pilot areas (chagfeand second, the main
findings for each pil ot area ar e eb. Afteavardse d
conclusions are being synthesiz@thapter6).

t

(0]
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2 Demographic and socieconomiccharacteristics gbilot areas

Thechapterincludes analysis of certain structural demographic and secanomic indicators fathe

pilot areas included in the project AgriGo4Cities. Most of the data used in the analysis are part of the
BUROSTAT databdséroject field analyses in pilot areas are docted at the municipal level, groups

of municipalities or city neighbourhoods. Statistical data on those spatial levels are rarely available in
multinational statistical databases. The only exception is the change of the number of total population
betweencensus years. The analysis was elaborated at the regional level of NUTS 2 and NUTS 3 and in
some rare cases at the regional level NUTS 1. Thus, the analysis shows the broader context of
demographic and socieconomic development of the regions within whithe pilot areas are located.

On NUTS level 3 the analysis of demographic variables is presented. NUTS level 2 presents the
development trends of socieconomic characteristics of the population, poverty, social exclusion and
some characteristics of youngople.

For Montenegro only demographic data are available. In some NUTS 2 analysis data for Hungarian pilot
area Municipalityof Sz é kesf ehérvar, MNMUDAE N2 0 ggiwem ei N oKO A&
NUTSL was used instead (Dunantal).

Table 1Overview of pilot areas (municipalities) by NUTS 3 and NUTS 2 regions

Sate Municipality(LAU 2 LEVEL) | NUTS 3 NUTS 2

Bulgaria Blagoevgrad Blagoevgrad Yugozapaden

Czech Republic Praha 9 Praha Praha

Hungary SzékesfehérvgFej ér KoézBpnant 0l
Montenegro Ulcin; Montenegro Montenegro

Romania Vaslui Vaslui Nord-Est

Slovenia Velenje Savinjska Vzhodna Slovenija

In all analysis (tables and figures) a comparison with the entire European Union is presented. Individual
numerical values given in the text coftem EUROSTAT database unless quoted otherwise.

The names of the NUTS 3 and NUTS 2 regions are used in the original language of the country and in tf
form as used in tabular overview of EUROSTAT.

1 Seehttp://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database
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2.1 Bemographical development (NUTS 3)

In all regionsncluded in research there are three common demographical trends which they share with
the rest of European Union (Table 1, Figure 2):

1 dropping values of total birth rates which are not providing simple reproduction of population,
1 population ageing,
1 negative or dropping values of natural reproduction of population.

Positive values of the natural population change (NUTS 3 regions) are present only in Czech capital
Praha and in the state of Montenegro. In Slovenian Savinjska region values of birth andadiesth r
almost match. All other regions have negative values, especially low are in Bulgarian Blagoevgrad and
Hungarian Fejér regions. Negative demographic
emigration of younger generations. Comparison of natgrowth rates among states in the last decade

is showing very similar picture: in Bulgaria, Romania and Hungary values are neg@diite-5 per

1000 inhabitants), in Slovenia and Czech Republic slightly over 0 and much higher in Monte®ggro (2

Tale 2:Population change Demographic balance and crude rates in 2015 at regional level (NUTS 3)

Crude rate of net
Crude rate of migration plus

Crude birth Crude death | natural change of| statistical Crude rate of total

rate rate population adjustment population change
European Union 10.0 10.2 -0.2 3.6 34
BG_Blagoevgrad 9.5 13.0 -3.4 -5.3 -8.7
CZ_Praha 117 9.8 19 48 6.6
HU_Fej ér 9.1 129 -39 5.9 20
ME_Montenegro 11.9 10.2 17 -1.5 0.2
RO_Vaslui 124 14.2 -1.8 -3.0 -4.7
S|_Savinjska 10.1 9.9 0.1 1.2 13

2 Source: EUROSTHp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_r_gind3&lang=en

Source: EUROSTHfp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_gind&lang=en
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Figure 1: Population pyramids in 2016, NUTS 3 regfons

European Union (No = 510,284,430)

m Females
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u Females

= Males

3 Source: EUROSTID://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.ddataset=demo_r_pjangrp3&lang=en
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RO_Vaslui (No = 387,345)

m Females
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From population pyramids (Figure 1) it is evident that all regions that became part of European Union in
2004 or later met rapid decline of birth rates 20 to 25 years ago, approximately at the end of socialist
era. In almost all Centraihd Easern Europea countries birth rates are lower than in the rest of

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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European Union. In contrast, from the pyramids can also be seen that birth rates in these areas 30 to 60
years ago were higher than in the western part of the continent.

Figure 2: Components of popuian growth—crude rates 2010/2015 at regional level (NUTS 3)
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Figure 3: Crude rate of net migration (per 1000 inhabitants) in the period 20002015
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4 Source: EUROSTIp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_r_gind3&lang=en

5 Source: EUROSTHp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_r_gind3&lang=en

Project co-funded by the European Union.

13


http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_r_gind3&lang=en
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_r_gind3&lang=en

“

interreg H

EUROPEAN UNION

Danube Transnational Programme
AgriGod4cCities

Crude rate of net migration (per 1000 inhabitants) in last 15 years was negative and very low in
Romanian region Vaslui and Bulgarian region Blagoevgrad (Figure 3). In almost entire period

i mmi gration to Czech capital Praha was high. P
Slovenian Savinjska regions were moderate to slightly above OtedMegro (national level) is a region

of permanent but relatively low emigration. On the national levels in last 10 to 15 years, Bulgaria,
Romania and Montenegro were countries of emigration and Slovenia, Hungary and Czech Republic
countries of immigration.

Demographic trends have impact on structural indicators like age structure, potential contingent of
labour force and share of dependent population. More complex indicator is age dependency ratio (Table
2). Al NUTS 3 regions in our research except Romafaalui have lower total (young + old)

dependency ratio than the entire European Union. Yeagg dependency ratio is higher than in EU only

in regions with higher birth ratesVaslui and Montenegro. Olaige dependency ratio is in all regions

lower thanin European Union. The last is a result of relatively high birth rates in Central Europe till 1980.
According to the results of EUROSTAT population projections it is possible to predict thgeold
dependency rates in some Central European countries wgnalal in the future, especially in the case of
continuing emigrational trends.

Table 2: Age dependency ratio in 2016 by NUTS 3 région

Age dependency ratio
(population aged €14 and 65 Youngage dependency ratig Old dependency ratio
and more to pop. aged 15 | (populationaged 014 to (population 65 and over to
64) population 1564 years) population 15 to 64 years)
European Union 53.2% 23.9% 29.3%
BG_Blagoevgrad 47.8% 21.2% 26.5%
CZ_Praha 50.0% 22.3% 27.7%
HU_Fej ér 47.2% 21.4% 25.8%
ME_Montenegro 47.9% 27.1% 20.8%
RO_Vaslui 58.1% 30.1% 28.1%
S|_Savinjska 49.0% 22.5% 26.5%

Total population growth on the municipality (LAU 2) level (Table 3) is showing two models of population
development. Czech capital Praha has a permanent but slow population growth in almost the entire

6 Source: EUROSTHp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_r_pjanind3&lang=en

Source: EUROSTHfp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dagtsdemo_pjanind&lang=en

14
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period after 1960. The population growth was based riyaim positive net migration. In other
municipalities populatia was growing till 1990 or 200Blumber of population have remaga on the
same level (Velegjin Slovenia) or have droppé&wmm 2 to 8%in last one or two decades.

Table 3: Population growthy municipalities, Census data from 1961 to 2011

Census 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 Index 1961/2011
BG_Blagoevgrad |27,889 40,593 59,180 68,437 72,528 70,259 252
CZ_Praha 1,132,931 |1,141142 |1,182696 |1,213650 |1,169821 |1,232514 |109
HU Sz ékes|58879 81,227 104,099 108495 106,366 100,965 171
RO_Vaslui 18,306 25,402 47,793 74,363 70977 70,237 384
Sl Velenje 12,796 19,113 28,254 33,428 33331 32,836 257

7 Source: EUROSTHfIp://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/localadministrativeunits

15
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2.2 Activity status and educational attainmgiNUT)

Data aboutpopulation by current activity status and educational attainment level are presented on the
NUTS 2 region level. Regions are rather large with 1 to 3 million of inhabitants. Because all pilot
municipality centres are also important administrative, eduaadilcand employment settlements in

their regions we believe that data can still be informative and important also for local levels.

Active populationby field of economic activity

Majority of active population is employed in service activities. Regionbe&aoughly divided into three
types(Figure 4)
i Bulgarian region Yugozapadenda@zech capital Prakeover 70% of active population is
employed in service activities,
f Hungarian -DegédaoahuKoaéd Sl ovenian regiona Vzh
highimportance of industry, over 36 are employed in industry, mining or construction,
1 Romanian region Nokest—high importance bagriculture with more than 4&employed in
agriculture.

Figure 4: Population by current activity status, Population census round 2011, by NUTS 2 region

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

m Agriculture, forestry and fishing m Industry and construction m Services

8 Source: EUROSTIAfD://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=cens_11an_r2&lang=en

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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Educational attainment of population aged 25 to 64 years (Figure 5). The population of 25 to 64 is
including the majority of acte and employed population. Regions can be roughly divided into three

Bulgarian region Yugozapaden and Czech capital Praver 40% of middle aged population has
completed tertiary level of education. Percentagepebplewith completed educatiomevel

DegédohuKOoaédpg Sl ovenian region Vzh
20 to 30% of middle aged population has completed tertiary level of education. Percentage of
peoplewith completed elucation level lowerlian upper secondary is 10 to .20

types:
1
lower than upper secondary is under %0
f Hungari an
1

Romanian region Norst—less than 20% of middle aged population has completed tertiary
level of education. Percentage péoplewith completed education level lower than upper
secondary is more thaB0%.

Figure 5: Total population aged-B8 by educational attainment level in 2016 by NUTS 2 region’ (%)
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Tertiary education

m Upper secondary and post-secondar,
non-tertiary education

m Less than primary, primary and lowe
secondary education

Percentage of peplethat have completed tertiary level of education is higher than European average in
Bulgarian region Yugozapaden and Czech capital Praha and lower in other regions. In European Union
differences in educational attainment among female and male populatiomsmall with only slightly

larger percentage of females with completed tertiary level (Table 4). In Bulgarian region Yugozapaden
overall educational attainment level for female population is much higher than that of males. In Czech
capital Praha there arpractically no differences in educational attainment among female and male

9 Source: EUROSTHfTp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=edat_Ifse _04&lang=en

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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populations. In other three regions female population has higher percentage of completed tertiary level
of education and higher percentage of completed education level lower tipperusecondary at the
same time.

Table 4: Population aged #8} by educational attainment level and sex in 2016 by NUTS 2 regiotfs (%)

Males Males Males Females Females Females

Less than Less than

primary, Upper primary, Upper

primary and secondary and primary and secondary and

lower post-secondary lower post-secondary

secondary non-tertiary Tertiary secondary non-tertiary Tertiary

education education education | education education education

(levels 62) (levels 3 and 4)| (levels 58) | (levels 62) (levels 3 and 4)| (levels 58)
European Union 23.1 48.0 28.9 23.0 44.5 32.5
BG_Yugozapaden |9.4 58.8 31.8 8.3 44.7 47.0
CZ_Praha 2.6 53.2 44.2 3.0 54.5 42.5
HU _ K éDxuénpéa r 14.6 69.3 16.1 20.0 58.0 22.0
RO_NoreEst 29.6 59.6 10.8 31.9 55.8 12.3
Sl_Vzhodna Sloveni 12.4 66.8 20.8 15.4 51.4 33.2

2.3Unemployment (NUTS 2)

Percentage of unemployed (Figure 6ppéin the age category 20 to 64 is in recent years declining in
European Union and in all regions included into pineject. Except fothe Slovenian region Vzhodna
Slovenija the percentage of unemployed among active population in other regions is lower than in
European Union (8%). The lowest is in PrahaZ%) and the highest in Vzhodna Slovenij@%8.

Employment rates of young peop(&8 to 34 years) not in education and training are in all regions lower
(15 to 220) than in European Union (%§.

10 Source: EUROSTHAfp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=edat_lfse 04&lang=en
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Figure 6: Unemployment rates, population 20 to 64 years old, from 2010 to 2016 by NUTS 2 regions
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2.4 Scial exclusion and povertUTS 2)

The figures 7 to 9 show the proportion of the population at risk of poverty or social exclusion.
Definitions of terms'?

People at risk of poverty or social exclusion

This indicator corresponds to the sum ofgmée who are: at risk of poverty or severely materially
deprived or living in households with very low work intensity. Atafkoverty are peplewith an
equivalised disposable income below the rifkpoverty threshold, which is set at 60 % of the national
median equivalised disposabincome.

Severe material deprivation

Materially deprived peple have living conditions severely constrained by a lack of resources, they
experience at least 4 out & following deprivations items; cannot afford:

11 Source: EUROSTHMp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/shw.do?dataset=Ifst_r_lfu3rt&lang=en

12 Sourcehttp://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/productsdatasetst/t2020 50&lang=en
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to pay rentor utility bills,

keep home adequately warm,

face unexpected expenses,

eat meat, fish or a protein equivalent every second day,
a week holiday away from home,

acag

a washing machine,

a colour TV, or

a telephone.

E -

People living in households with very lowork intensity

People living in households with very low work intensity are those ag&@l¥ing in households where
the adults (aged 1-59) work 20% or less of their total work potential during the past year.

I n first two i naoifc ptovres t(y* peo mloec iatl reixxckH usi on”
Figures 7 and 8) proportion of the affected population is below the European average in the regions
Czech capital Praha and Slovenian region Vzhodna Slovenija. Other regions have hogimésiges of
affected population. The situation is worst in the Romanian region Mstdand in the Bulgarian region
Yugozapaden. In the Romanian region NBEsdl 46% of people live at risk of poverty or social exclusion.

The data are in stark contrast wittata on low unemployment in Romanian, Bulgarian and Hungarian
regions. They are suggesting hypothetical administrative limiting of the unemployment growth and low
monthly incomes of otherwise employed population.

Data on indicator I“dose owilteh Ivievriyn gl aw whooruks eihmot e n s
with data on unemployment.
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Figure 7: People at risk of poverty or social exclusion in 2015 by NUTS 2 regitins (%)
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Figure 8: Severe material deprivation rate in 2015 by NUTS 2 regiats (%)
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13 Source: EUROSTHfMD://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_pepsll&lang=en

14 Source: EUROSTHfD://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_mddd21&lang=en

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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Figure 9: People living in households with very low work intensity in 2015 by NUTS 2 regions (% of
population aged 0 to 59 year¥)
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The indicator deaths under 65 years (demographically early deaths) displays differences in mortality
before age, with is usually associated with retirement. High values are the result of poor living
conditions and weaknesses in the organization of the healthcare infrastructure. Values are, except in the
regions Czech capital Praha and Slovenian region Vzhodna Slpwerch higher than European

average. The situation is worst in the Romanian region Mosdt and Hun g aDiumrd nrt €id i
especially in the case of male population.

Table 5: Deaths under 65 years by NUTS 2 reg&tasdardised death rate per 1@DO0 inhabitants, 3
years average (2008 to 201%)

Total Males Females
European Union 237.4 323.0 154.6
BG_Yugozapaden 395.7 576.1 2355
CZ_Praha 238.8 319.5 165.5
HU_KéDxuénpdnt 0l 437.9 643.1 250.8
RO_NoreEst 447.0 640.7 265.5
Sl_Vzhodn&lovenija 266.3 377.2 150.8

15 Source: EUROSTHMp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=ilc_Ivhi21&keq

16 Source: EUROSTHAfMp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=hlth_cd_ysdrl&lang=en

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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2.5 Young people in education and employment (NUTS 2)

The figures 10 to 12 show conditions among young people regarding their employment and education.
Definitions of term:

Young people neither in employment nonieducation and training (NEET)

The indicator corresponds to the percentage of the population of a given age group and sex who is not
employed (unemployed or inactive) and not involved in further education or training (four weeks
preceding the survey).

Early leaers from education and training

Indicator denotes the percentage of the population aged 18 to 24 having attained at most lower
secondary education and not being involved in further education or training (four weeks preceding the
survey).

Percenages of young people (18 to 24 years) neither in employment or education are in all regions
included in the research lower than European average (Figure 10). Values are probably related with
above mentioned high employment rates in many Central Europeantades, including the

employment of young population. Same goes for percentage of early leavers from education or training
(Figure 11) except fahe Romanian region Noflst.

On the otherhand,participation rates of young people (from 15 to 24 yeargdncation are lower
than European average in all regions except for Bulgarian region Yugozapaden (for Czech capital Praha
data are not available).

17 Sourcehttp://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/edatl _esms.htm
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Figure 10: Young people (18 to 24 years) neither in employment nor in education and training in 2016 by
sex and NUTS 2 regions (%b)
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Figure 11: Early leavers (population from 18 to 24 years) from education and training in 2016 by sex and
NUTS 2 regions (%99)
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18 Source: EUROSTID://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?datasetdat_Ifse 22&lang=en

19 Source: EUROSTID://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=edat_lfse _16&lang=en

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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Figure 12: Participation rates of young people (from 15 to 24 years) in education in 2014aateqi
level NUTS 2 (%)

80

70

60 -

50 -

% 40 -

30 -

10 -

European Union HU K0 z é p - DuROaMotd{Es$t Sl _Vzhodna SlovenijaBG_Yugozapaden

20 Source: EUROSTHAfp://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=educ_uoe_enral4&langBata for Praha
not available

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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3 Land cover in pilot areas

In thischapterwe focus on the landover in pilot areasvith an aim to gathemore detailed insights
about thespatialcontext relevant for urban agricultur&lSmethodologyand Copernicus CORINENd
Cover dataetfrom 2012were used to analyse the land cover. Additionally, for some municipalities
digital boundariesvere not accessible, so new graphical files were madasingGoogleEarth

application

Certain deviations are expecteddaomputational calculations and visual representatsaue to low
resolution of theCopernicus CORINE Land Covers#dtdhe thematic accuracy is at least 85 %, the

boundary displacement is at minimum up to 100 meters and the geometric accuracy satellite data is
greater than 25 meters.

To make the landovermaps more understandable and readablecategories werextractedfrom
more than 35 classes that display tlaed cover. The classificatiors explained in table.6

Table 6Land cover categories amgscriptions (CLC 2211

GROUP OF LAND COV|

CODE

TYPE OF LAND COVER

DESCRIPTION

CONTINUOUS URBAN

CONTINUOUS URBAN

Assigned when urban structures and transport networks are dominating the
surface area. More than 80 % of the land surfesceovered by impermeable

FABRIC 11 FABRIC features like buildings, roads and artificial surfaced areas-IMear areas of
vegetation and bare soil are exceptional.
Assigned when urban structures and transpoetworks associated with vegetated
DISCONTINUOUS 112 DISCONTINUOUS URBAN | areas and bare surfaces are present and occupy significant surfaces in a
URBAN FABRIC FABRIC discontinuous spatial pattern. Buildings, roads and artificially surfaced areas rg
from 30 to 80 % land coverage.
INDUSTRIAL This category includes a variety of different classes that show some similaritieg
COMMERCIA’L 121- | INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIA each other. It includes Industrial, commercial and public facilities, bad lands,
4 132 TRANSPORT AREAS garages, workshops, farm fhiés, road and rail networks, port areas, airports,
TRANSBRT AREAS . . . .
dump sites, construction sites and other ragricultural areas.
Areas of other than housing buildings;dnor spaces, stables, garages, workshoy
lay-by and storing areasften also bad land with ruderal vegetation, part of farm
. The farms are often located in outskirts or close to rural settlements with
121 Agricultural farms : . . . L . .
agricultural function. Concentration of agricultural buildings in areas of various
sizes was associated with collectitisn of agriculture. The quoted areas smaller
than 25 ha are included in class 112.
Road and rail networks and Motorways and rallways, including associated |nsta||qt|9ns (sta_tlons, platforms
122 . embankments, linear greenery narrower tha00 m). Minimum width for
associated land . L
inclusion: 100 m.
123 Port areas Infrastructure of port areas, including quays, dockyards and marinas.
. Airports installations: runways, buildings and associated land. This class is asg
124 Airports - L B !
for any kind ofground facilities that serve airborne transportation.
Areas of ope#pit extraction of construction materials (sandpits, quarries)
131 Mineral extraction sites or other minerals (opeftast mines). Includes flooded mining pits, except

river-bed materialextraction.
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132 Dump sites Public, industrial or mine dump sites.
Spaces under construction development, soil or bedrock excavations,
. . earthworks. This class is assigned for areas where landscape is affected by
133 Construction sites L P e S
human activitieschanged or modified into artificial surfaces, being in a
state of anthropogenic transition
Areas with vegetation within urban fabric. This class is assigned for urban greg
GREEN URBAN AREASY ij; GREEN URBAN AREAS which is usually accessible the public. It also includes sport and leisure facilitie
Areas with vegetation within urban fabric. This class is assigned for urban
141 Green urban areas greenery, which usually has recreational or ornamental character and is
usually accessible faine public.
This class is is assigned for areas used for sport and recreation purposes.
142 Sport and leisure facilities Camping grounds, sports grounds, leisure parks, golf courses, racecourses
etc., formal parks not surrounded by urban areas.
AGRICULTURAL AREA! 211- AGRICULTURAL AREAS Different areas that are connected to agricultural actllvmes. In this class_ arable
244 permanent crops, pastures, and heterogeneous agricultural areas are included
Areas of arable landat used for 13 years. Identification of these areas requires
211 Fallow land .
multi-temporal data.
Cultivated land parcels under agricultural use for arable crops that are
. permanently or periodically irrigated, using a permanifitastructure (irrigation
212 IPerdmanentIy ITEElEE S channels, drainage network and additional irrigation facilities).
an Most of these crops cannot be cultivated without an artificial water supbes
not include sporadically irrigated land.
221 Vineyards Areas planted with vines
. Cultivated parcels planted with fruit trees and shrubs, including nuts, intended
Fruit tree and berry . . - . . . .
222 - fruit production. The planting pattern can be by single or mixed fruit species, b
plantations . L .
in association with permanently grassyrfaces.
. Cultivated areas planted with olive trees, including mixed occurrence of vines ¢
223 Olive groves
the same parcel.
Pastures, meadows and Dense grass cover, of floral composition dominatgdyraminacea, not under a
231 other permanent grasslands| rotation system. Used for grazingastures, or mechanical harvesting of grass
under agricultural use meadows.
2a1 Annual crops associated wit| Cultivated land parcels with ngmermanent crops (arable land) associated
permanent crops with permanent crops on the same parcel.
L Mosaic of small cultivated land parcels with diverse annual crops, pasture and
242 Complex cultivation patterns .
permanent crops, eventually with scattered houses or gardens.
Land principally occupied by| Areas principally occupied by agriculture, interspersed with significant
243 agriculture,with significant | natural or seminatural areas (including wetlands, water bodies, mineral
areas of natural vegetation | outcrops).
244 Agroforestary areas Annual crops or grazifgnd under the wooded cover of forestry species.
Areas that are more than 30 % covered with trees higher than 5 meters. In this
FOREST AND MARSH | 311- FOREST AND MARSH ARH class different forests, grasslands, moors, transitional woodimndbs, beaches,
AREAS 333 bare rocks, burnt areas glaciers and perpetual snow.
311 Broadleaved forest Vegetation formation composed prlnc_lpally of tre_es, including shrub and bush
understorey, where broateaved species predominate.
312 Coniferous forest Vegetationformation composed principally of trees, including shrub and bush

understorey, where coniferous species predominate.
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. Vegetation formation composed principally of trees, including shrub and bush
313 Mixed forest . . ) )
understorey, where neither broatkaved norconiferous species predominate.
Grasslands under no or moderate human influence. Low productivity grasslang
321 Natural grassland Often situated in areas of rough, uneven ground, frequently include rocky area
patches of other (serjinatural vegeation.
Vegetation with low and closed cover, dominated by bushes, shrubs (heather,
322 Moors and heathland briars, broom, gorse, laburnum etc. and herbaceous plants, forming a climax s
of development.
323 Sclerophylious vegetation Bushysclerophyllous vege_tatlon in a climax stage of development, including
maquis, matorral and garrigue.
Transitional bushy and herbaceous vegetation with occasional scattered trees,
324 Transitional woodland/shrubl represent either woodland degradatiar forest regeneration / recolonisation.
Natural unvegetated expanses of sand or pebble/gravel, in coastal or continen
331 | Beaches, dunes, andsand | |ocations, like beaches, dunes, gravel pads; including beds of stream channeld
plains torrential regime.
332 Bare rock Scree, cliffs, rock outcrops, including areas of active erosion, rocks and reef flg
situated above the higlvater mark, inland salt planes.
Areas with sparse vegetation, covering83@% of surfacdncludes steppes, tundra
333 Sparsely (EHERIEREEE badlands, karstic areas and scattered hadtitude vegetation.
WATERS ggé WATERS includes water courses, water bodies, coastal lagoons, estuaries, sea and the
211 Inland marshes Lowlying land usually flooded iminter, and more or less saturated by water all
year round.
412 Peatboas Wetlands with accumulation of considerable amount of decomposed moss (md
9 Sphagnum) and vegetation matter. Both natural and exploited peat bogs.
Vegetated lowlying areas in the coastal zone, above the High line, susceptible
421 Coastal salt marshes to flooding by seawater. Often in the process of being filled in by coastal mud g
sand sediments, gradually being colonized by halophilic plants.
Saltpansfor extraction of salt from salt water by evaporation, active or in proce
122 Salines of abandonment. Sections of salt marsh exploited for the production of salt, cle
distinguishable from the rest of the marsh by their parcellation and embankme
systems.
Coastal zone under tidal influence between open sea and land, which is
flooded by sea water regularly twice a day in a ca. 12 hours cycle.
423 Intertidal flats Area between the average lowest und highest sea water level at low tide
and high tide. Generally wegetated expanses of mud, sand or rock lying
between high and low water marks.
Natural or artificial wateicourses serving as water drainage channels. Includes
511 Water courses L ] - :
canals. Minimum width for inclusion: 100 m.
512 Water bodies Natural orartificial water surfaces covered by standing water most of the year.
Stretches of salt or brackish water in coastal areas which are separated from t
sea by a tongue of land or other similar topography. These water bodies can b
521 Coastal lagoons - . .
connected to the sea at limited points, either permanently or for parts of the ye
only.
522 Estuaries The mouth of a river under tidal influence within which the tide ebbs and flows.
523 Sea and ocean Zone seaward of the lowest tide limit.
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Landcover was analysed within the municipal boundariasonder to reduce the zonation effect of
modifiableareal unit problem (Wong 2009), the analyses wadeéitionallyperformed also on the basis
of acircle with diametes of 5 km and 10 km, the centre which was in the city centre @ach pilot
area.The calculations and visual representation of land cover are presented below.

Using the selected data in the addressed areas tlaeeano continuous urban fabric zones. That means
there wereisno land surfaes thatare covered with more than 80 % by impermeable features like
buildings, road anartificial surfaces. With 41%the Municipal districPrague 9 has the highest
percentage of discontinuous urban fabric zones, mainly because it is located inr¢heftdee city of
Prague The lowest percentagsin the Municipality ofUlcinj andthe Municipality of Blagoevgrad with
only 2.6%6 and 1.8%. One of the reasos that the municipalities are larger and the population is small
for such a large area. Industl, commercial and transport areasd urban green aredsavethe highest
percentage in the Municipal distri€trague 9mainly for the same reasorasstated above

Table7: Landcoverin pilot areas.

Type of land cover Ulcinj| Sz é k e s f| Vaslui Velenje | Blagoevgrad Prague 9
Continuous urban fabric 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Discontinuous urban fabric 2.6 13.9 10.9 5.9 1.8 41.6
Industrial, commercial, transport areas | 0.2 8.9 7.1 2.7 0.7 36.7
Green urban areas 0.7 1.3 1.1 0.4 0 10.6
Agricultural areas 28.3 | 63.5 71.3 36.1 314 8.0
Forest and marsh areas 575 | 9.1 9.3 53.3 65.8 3.0
Waters 10.7 | 3.3 0.3 1.6 0.3 0.0
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Figure 13Percentage of discontinuous urban fabric in pilot areas
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Figure 14Percentage of green urban areas in pilot ateas
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Figurel5: Landcover in the Municipal distriderague 9n 2012

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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LAND COVER MUNICIPALITY OF BLAGOEVGRAD
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Figurel6: Landcover in the Municipality oBlagoevgradn 2012
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Figurel7: Landcover in the Municipality oz é k e s f m20&2r v ar
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Figurel8: Landcover in the Mun|C|paI|ty o¥asluiin 2012
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Figurel9: Landcover in the Municipality o¥elenje in2012
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Figure20: Landcover in the Municipality of)Icinj in2012

Project co-funded by the European Union.

36



“

HILCTTCY n

Danube Transnational Prog rammMe
AgriGod4cCities

4 Sate of the artof urban agriculture, participatory planning, social inclusion
and sustainable urban developmentpilot areas

4.1 Characteristics ofrban agriculture

Definition or urban agriculture in the AgriGo4Cities is adopted by the recent study of the COSD#ction
Urban Agriculture Europg@.ohrberg et al. 20d). Urban agriculturespans all actors, communities,

activities, places, and economies that focus on biological production in a spatial context-which
according to local standards s cat egori zed as ur ban’ .-andr ban a;q
periurban areas, and ond ds main characteristics is that it is more deeply integrated in the urban

system compared to other agriculture. Urban agriculture is structurally embedded in the urban fabric; it
is integrated into the social and cultural life, the economics, and theabadism of the city.

To systematize urban agriculture, a distinction is made between the gardening and the farming level
(table )W! ND | Yy F 2 2 éhcompadsBRsSgfisuifuBalactivities with generally low economic
dependence on material outputs, whilising the production of food for achieving other, mostly social,
goalsW| ND | y réferdlyiatghtibnl business models taking advantage of proximity to the city by
offering local of regional agricultural products or services. This concept do@pplytto all farming

that takes place i-nribhamgeri eamtbad faarmisng™ Niomc | t
mai ntain ‘business as usual’': farmers practice
previously rural and havieeen converted to intraor periurban as a result of urban growth. The

adjacent city is usually perceived as s threat rather than as an opportunity, except for the improved
access to transport infrastructure. The production is mainly oriented towards meltmr international
markets.

At the gardening level, and according to production, urban food gardens can be divided into those based
on individual production (family gardens and allotment gardens), and those based on collective schemes
(educational gardes, therapeutic gardens, and community gardens). Squatter gardens can fall into both
categories.

Multifunctionality in urban areas has been associated with farm diversification strategies, mainly
addressing urban demands for recreation and tourism. Ovey#as, urban farms have expanded the
provision of services and goods and now include landscape management, environmental measures, lan
rental, and direct marketing.

The farms, which have adapted their business strategies to an mty@eriurban locatio can be
subdivided into two main groups. One implies the provision e$iba services, like leisure and
educational farms or therapeutic and social ones. The other includes local food farms and
environmental farms that provide benefits through materialemvironmental flows, connected to the
urban metabolism and to the urban environment.
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For the purpose of this report, family gardens were excluded from the survey because it is hard to
systematically analyse thedue to their private nature. Howevethis type of urban agriculture is
present in all the pilot area®specially imesidential areasvith one-family houses.

Project co-funded by the European Union
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Table 1: Typology of urban agriculture (Lohrberg et al6p01

Type

Description

Urban food gardening

Allotment gardens

Subdividedyarden whose plots are rented under a tenancy agreement, highly formalizec
often managed by an organization or association.

Family gardens

Noncommercial, food producing undertakings for the household provision with produce
institutions or organisatins involved.

Educational gardens

Teaching tool addressing food production, processing and consumption, with high pote
for raising public awareness and spreading gardening ideas.

Community gardens

Based on bottorrup initiatives and tendedollectively, their purpose is food production as
well as providing social functions for the community.

Therapeutic gardens

Located at physical and mental health care institutionstyples are contemplative garden
and productionoriented, active gardes

Squatter gardens

Food production on idle land; due to their informal, extegal character, they are not
registered nor subject to public policies.

Urban farming

Leisure farms

Offering recreational opportunities linked to farming activities.

Sociafarms

Farms intended to address soci al

rehabilitation and integration of people at risk of exclusion.

probl g

Educational farms

Pedagogical function is dominant, e.g. in the form of learning programs ot-trar stays
for schools; recreational component is optional.

Therapeutic farms

Therapeutic use of farmingelated activities promotes physical and mental health and-we
being, e.g. hippotherapy, occupational therapy.

Local food + farms

Oriented to lochmarkets and direct relationship to consumers (cooperative, CSA), the +
indicates norfood production (cosmetics, fibre).

Environmental farms

Farms with high natural and environmental value and/or contribution to biodiversity or-a
diversity conservatin, as part of flood or fire prevention plans or green infrastructure,
networks, green belts, Natura2000 etc.

Cultural heritage farms

Intentionally contribute to preserving the tangible and intangible cultural heritage throug
maintenance of traditional m@terials, buildings, crop and breed varieties as well as
cultivation techniques.

Experimental farms

Test new agricultural technologies, production methods, varieties and breeds or models
social and economic interactions with their urban environment.
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4.1.1 Local strategic and legislative framework regarding urban agriculture

The role of urban agriculture in pilot areas dafirst observed by examining local strategic and
legislative framework, i.e. documents related to current status and future orientation of investigated
field (e.g. spatial plans, regulations, urban development strategies). From this perspaipegtners

named at least one local documenelated to urban agriculturétable 2). However, most of them do

not deal with urban agriculture directly or mention it explicitly. The documents usually touch the subject
indirectly by emphasizing and operationalismgre general fieldssuch as agricultural land and/or

green areas whin land use, food productioand sustainable seHufficiency (e.g. spatial plans and
development strategies). When they do talk about agricultural sector, a distinction between urtan an
rural agriculture is not clearly outlined.

Table 2: Strategic and legislative documergtevant for urban agriculture in pilot areas.

Pilot area Documents

Municipal districtPrague 9 9 Spatial plan

Municipality ofBlagoevgrad Spatial plan of théunicipality ofBlagoevgrad

Municipal development plan of thilunicipality ofBlagoevgrad 202020
Programme for the management and disposition of municipal property of the
Municipality ofBlagoevgrad for the year of 2017

Strategy on the management amlisposition of municipal property of the

Municipality ofBlagoevgrad for the period 20¢3019

=a =4 =9

==

Municipality ofSz é k e s f ¢ Integrated urban development strategy
Environmental condition 2015

Environmental protection program 20&2017

Municipality ofVaslui Local development strategy
Area town planning

General urban planning

Municipality ofVelenje Regulations on gardens lease
Regional development program of Savinjska region from 28020
Local agenda 21

Strategic development document dfunicipality of Velenje

Al A=A =48 -4 -a

Municipality ofUlcinj Spatial urban planning 20&£2020

Rare cases with concrete reference to urban agriculture can be found in Véag@evgradnd

Sz é k e sf e hviumicipdlity ofVel€rjeas the only pilot area with a document specifically
addressng urban agricultureA document titledRegulations on gardefieaseregulates allocation
procedures of municipal gardeias well as theights and obligations of tenants and the lessor
Municipality ofVelenje. It provides general oditions to be met by tenantkr award criteriaput also

40



“

HILCTTCY n

Danube Transnational Prog rammNe
AgriGod4cCities

allocation of the plag, duties ofthe tenants and the lessaas well asupervison ofther ul e s
implementation.Priority is given tgeople withlow economic status and disabilities.

TheMunicipality ofBlagoevgrad idirectly promoting urban agriculture through th8trategy on the
management and disposition of municipal property of khenicipality ofBlagoevgrad for the period
20152019andthe Programme for the management and disposition of municipal property of the
Municipality ofBlagoevgrad for the year of 201Through theséwo documents Municipal land fund
has been createdhat allows municipal agricultural land with size up to 10 atodse rented for 1 or 5
years. Priority is given to indigent and vulnerable people. In additemicipal development plan of the
Municipality ofBlagoevgrad 20122020mentions indirect support mechanisnrelevant for effective
functioning of agriculturgsuch as improving integration links between producers, processors and
traders of agricultural products (measure 1.2.2), stimulating the development of organic farming
(measure 1.2.4), and support for the establishment of a local branch organizatiocebploducerss
well asraising their awareness and qualification (measure 1.2.5).

TheMunicipality ofS z é k e s faetireBpromates urban agriculture through th&nvironmental
condition 2015 The document mentions a call that allowed kindergartensopats, institutions, owners

of family houses and representatives of multielling houses to apply for plants, seeds and potting soil.
Altogether, 469 applications arrived to the local government and the interest has been increased
comparing to the previosiyears. In addition, thEnvironmental protection program 2042017

implicitly mentions community gardens as a possible tool for increasing sustainability and awareness.

TheMunicipality ofUlcinj does not have any strategic or legislative docursdmt)directly related to
urban agriculture, whereas thiglunicipal districtPrague 9 named th8patial planoutlinedon the

national levelas the only relevant documerbncerningaking care and setting rules for green spaces
and builtup lands. Similarly, tnMunicipality ofVaslui identified three general planning documents that
are relevantfor targeting infrastructural modernisation and development of utilities (water, gas,
electricity, etc.) in the areagdentified assuitable forpotential plots for urlan agriculture.

4.1.2 Structure of urban agriculture in pilot areas

Representation of urban agricultural sites in selected municipalities of the Danube region is significant in
terms of scope and diversityaple 3). Altogether, there ar@2 urban agricultural sites in pilot areas.
Aroundtwo thirdsar e gat hered under a br oadewherastheaherr y ¢
third bel ongs (seedohtbargdia.26Lf ar mi ng’

Most of the pilot areas host multiplexamples of uvan agriculture (with an exception of the
Municipality ofUlIcinj) andmost of the identifiedtypes of urban agriculture are represented in the pilot
areas (with an exception of more naonventional typessuch as therapeutiandexperimental farms).
Themost scenic pilot area in terms of scope and diversity of urban agriculture Muhesipality of
Velenje and the most common types of urban agriculture atentified asallotment gardens (7),
educational gardens (7lgisure farms (5) and local foodarms (4).
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Table 3: Number of urban agricultural sites in pilot areas.

Type of urban Prague 9 | Blagoevgrad | Sz ék es f Velenje Vaslui Ulcinj Total
agricunurgl (Czech (Bulgaria) (Hungary) (Slovenia) | (Romania) | (Montenegro)
Republig
Urban food gardening
Allotment gardens 1 122 / 5 1 / 7
Educational gardens / 2 / 5 / / 7
Community gardens / / 2 / / / 2
Therapeutic gardens / 1 / / / / 1
Squatter gardens / / / / 223 / 2
Urban farming
Leisure farms / / 3 2 / / 5
Social farms 1 / / / / / 1
Educationafarms / / / 1 1 / 2
Therapeutic farms / / / / / / 0
Local food + farms 1 2 / / 1 / 4
Environmental farms / 1 / 1 / / 2
Cultural heritage farms / / / 1 / / 1
Experimental farms / / / / / / 0
Total 3 7 5 13 425 0 32

Urban agriculture is not a recephenomenon in the Danube region, although a new impetus is
recognisable in the last decadgure 1). Historically, he first urban agricultural site in selected pilot

21 For the purpose of this report family gardens were excluded from thelogyoof urban agriculture (see Lohrberg et al.
2016).

22Under article 14 (1) and 14 (2) from the Municipal property act, and under the article 82 (1/2), 82 (2) and 83 (2) from
Ordinance on the order of procurement, management and disposal of municipal property, 49 contracts withrilogpality
of Blagoevgradiefine tenancy agreement for the period of 1 year and 34 contracts for period of 10 years. There are no
available data about spatial distribution of this type of urban agricultural sites or plots withikltimécipality of
Blagoevgrad.

23 There are two bigerareas of squatter gardens and a large number of smaller areas located in front of the apartment
buildings which is difficult to record.

24 Gril Homestead- Eco museum is classified as an educational, environmental and cultural heritage farm.

25Marius Gacia Farm is classified as an educational and a local food + farm.
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areas is2l K N> Rt nj@ théMuiicél disfrict®rague 9. It was establishedthg site of

allotment gardes and dates back to 1945. Since there can distinguishetweentwo distinctive

periodsin evolution of urban agricultureThe older urban agricultural sites weset upin Vaslui after

World War IS z é k e s fatthe éndaf B980s and in Velenje during tH©70s. Inall threecities, the
establishment can be associatedth a socialist context (seemoeet 1 ndi vi dual muni c
in subchapter$.3.1, 5.4.1,and5.5.1). Aftersocialism, stagnation iarban agriclture is notedthat

lastedto the new millennium. Since 2008 fresh and stronger wave of new urban agricultural projects
can be detected in most of the pilot areadthe trend isstill ongoing.
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Figurel: Evolution ofurban agricultural sites in pilot areas.

Older urban agricultural sites were mostly initiated diredsthe local community/citizens or on their
behalf (e.g. by the Coal mine Velenjghe case ofKunta Kint¢. Newer projects were rarely initiated by
using a bottoraup approach. Usuallyt was a private initiative (examples chafound in most of the

pilot areas) othe gardensnitiated by a municipality, an association (e.g. Association of Gardening in
Székesfehérvar) or ssgemgeUnieetsity éor lifdgna ldarningcVelenfe NGO t u t i
Biser 2000 in Blagoevgrad).

For newer urban agricultural projects, a cooperation of multiple aagersore commorthan for older
ones For instancea municipality provids a suitable land and initidinancial support within a wider
revitalisation plan, whereas associations (e.g
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Wine cooperative SW a ¢ | MunicipalrdistrictPrague 9, Biser 2000 in Blagoevgrad) or companies

(e. g. ihnérSvzaérk)e stfack e car e for the | mpl entésmsoat i on
more common thanhewer urban agricultural projeciacludea diversification of financial resources.

Besides municipal fundinthe projectshavegot a supportof national(e.g. cefinancing from Slovenian
Ministry of Agriculture) antbr Europearfunds(e.g.LEADER programna@d Rural Development

Programme, Measure 11@Setting upof young farmery Thus we can talk aboutmulti-actor

partnerships, whereseveralactors with different knowledge skills, human capital and financial
backgrounds collaborate fatevelopingof urban agriculture and itgositiveimpactson people,

economy and place.

Urban agricultural projects in pilot areas predominantly encompass @épepulation but there are

also some examples of inclusion of vulnerable and marginalized groups. Thése ardzz { € LINR
bezdomovcén the Municipal districtPrague 9whichis dedicated to homeless peoplbge Day care
centre for disabled children Zatse (therapeutic garden) in th&lunicipality ofBlagoevgrad, anthe
Firstclass cedars for our firgfraders in our cityn the Municipality ofBlagoevgragwhichis operating as
an educational garden for local pupilhe priority is also given to tenewith low economic status and
disabilities in cases of th&llotment garderKrajncaand theAllotment garden by the railway Velenje
and toindigent and vulnerable peopie case ofllotment gardensn BlagoevgradHowever, in these
cases more detailed systematic and customised solutionstdrenissing.

Theownershipstructure is more in favour of theunicipaities (Fgure 2). However, oth predominant
types of ownershigmunicipal and privatedre present in dlfive pilot areas where urban agricultuie
developed Thereis alsoone example of publigrivate partnershiprepresented by thékunta KinteThe
Municipality ofVelenje and the Coathine Velenjeco-own Kunta Kintegardening arean the ratio of
approxmately 50:50. As expected, mosttbe municipal sites belongtan* ur ban f ood g
u

ar
subgroup (8 %), whereas majority ofprivate areas represeit ur ban f ar mé08ey ' s ub g

Private
31%

Municipal and private / Municipal

3% 66%

Figure2: Ownership of urban agricultural sites in pilot areas @2
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Majority of urban agriculturdappenon theland in transitiorandon the greenfield areagfigure 3).
Brownfield areasare a bit less attractive from this perspectivdl greenfield areasra in permanent
use, whereas land in transitioB1%) andespeciallybrownfield areas (% %)are alsosubject to
temporary use. From the ownershgerspective land in transition 100%) and brownfield areas 1%)
mostly represent municipal propertwhereas greenfield areas (68%) predominantly belong tthe
private ownersThe majority of recently established sites\compassnunicipal vacant land (land in
transition), which signifies increase of popularity of public intervention in direction of teamyause of
space

Derelict land (brownfielg
area)
22%
Greenfield areg
37%

Vacant land (land il
transition)
41%

Figure3: Type of territory of urban agricultural sites in pilot areas @2

Assessment of accessibility of urban agricultural sites for users (target group/residents) indicates that
current locations can best be reached by bleyand personal car arldssby public transport or on foot
which aregenerally more appropriate modexd transportfor vulnerable and marginalized groups,
especiallyfor those with physical disabilities. Accessibility by public transport could be treat¢e

most problemati¢ as more tharhalf of urban agricultural sitegre not well connected to other parts of
the city through public transporfigure 4).The accessibilitpf gardensvas assesseals good byhe
Municipality ofVelenje, theMunicipality of Vaslui, and théMunicipal districtPrague 9. However, to get

a more objective picturega proper transport measuring/modelling should be performséddgKozina

2010a; 2010b; Tirgn M|l adenov k@5).and Kobl ar
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by personal car |

by public ransport |
by bicycle I

by foot

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

® Poor mAverage m Good

Figure 4: Accessibility of urban agricultural sliggransportation mode pilot areas.

More than half of urban agricultural sitesre openly accessibldmong those with restricted access
40%are privatdy owned butthey can be visited upon an agement with the owners. Municipally
owned areas with restricted access are usually dedicated to a specific targetayrdigre thus
registered as special types of gardens, eaarningschoolgardensin Velenje oDay care centre for
disabled children Zaitsain BlagoevgradThe only two municipal gardeascessible fogeneral publi¢
but enclosedby afence are allotment garderKranjcain Velenje and community garddtalotakertin
Székesfehérvar.

Majority of urban agricultural siteare equipped withgreater or smalibkcale facilitie®n the landitself
(Hgure 5). Those sites with greater fasdgfor the storage of tools and occasiomadernightstay are
mostly privately owned@0%), whereas in other cases the ownership is predominantly municigf)(8

28%
V%
No objects
3%
Only chairs and a table to rest P
= Shed for storing tools
= Small-scale facility for the storage of tools and a short rest

= Greater facility for the storage of tools and occasional stay at the urban agricultural area

Figure 5Equipment with facilitie®n urban agricultural sites in pilot areéls =32).

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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For more information about urban agricultural sites in selegigot areas visit websites listed iable4.

Table4: List of urban agricultural sites selected pilot areas with corresponding websites

Location Name Website

Municipal districtPrague 9 Bunky pr o bezdo| http://www.denik.cz/galerie/bunkypro-bezdomovcena-klicovev-
praze.html

Municipal districtPrague 9 Vinice Méachal ka| http://www.machalka.cz/

Municipal districtPrague 9

Zahradkarfrska ko

https://www.zahradkari.cz/us/praha/index.php?str=82

Municipality ofBlagoevgrad

Firstclass cedars foour first
graders in our city

http://www. chetvurtoblg.com/

Municipality ofBlagoevgrad

BIOFarm Happiness

https://www.facebook.com/BiOfermaHappy/

Municipality ofBlagoevgrad

Day cae centre for disabled
children Zornitsa

http://www.blgmun.com/cat98/205/Zavedeniya_zasocialni_uslugi.html

Municipality ofBlagoevgrad

Natural school Tvoriltsi

https://www.facebook.com/Tvorilci.Prirodno.Uchilishte/

Municipality ofBlagoevgrad Family Kitanovfarm N/A
Municipality ofBlagoevgrad Family Mitevfarm N/A
Municipality ofBlagoevgrad Unknown (allotment gardens) N/A
Municipality ofSz é k e s f Feketehegy-enclosed gardens N/A
Municipality ofSz é k e s f Maroshegy-enclosed gardens 1 | N/A
Municipality ofSz é k e s f Maroshegy-enclosed gardens 2 | N/A

Municipality ofSz é k e s f

Palotakert community garden

http://kertbarik.hu/index.php/kozossegkertek/palotavaroskozossegi
kertek

Municipality ofSz é k e s f

S z & r eommuity garden

http://kertbarik.hu/index.php/kozossegkertek/szarazretkozossegkertek

Municipality ofVaslui Marius Gorcidarm N/A
Municipality ofVaslui Unknown (allotmengardens) N/A
Municipality ofVaslui Unknown (squatter gardens) N/A
Municipality ofVelenje Allotment gardes by the railway | N/A
Municipality ofVelenje Allotment gardes Krajnca N/A
Municipality ofVelenje Allotment gardes Kunta Kinte N/A
Municipality ofVelenje Allotment gardes Lipa vzhod N/A
Municipality ofVelenje Allotment gardes Stara vas N/A

Municipality ofVelenje

Gril Homestead- Eco museum

http://www.muzej-velenje.si/grilovadomacija/

Municipality ofVelenje

Learning gardens at schools

http://www.lu -velenjesi/projekti/nacionalniprojekti/zakljucemn
projekti/item/57 -projekt-lasucniparkisaleskedoline

Municipality ofVelenje

Tourist farm Ka

http://www.turisticnekmetije.si/karnicnik

Municipality ofVelenje

Tourist farm Tu

http://www.turisticnekmetije.si/tusevo
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4.1.3 Potential new locatiorfer urban agriculture in pilot areas

It is important to stress that partners from S
potential new locations for urban agricultur€heMunicipality ofSz é k e s f eh ér thdr r ef er
Integrated urban development strategyhich identifiesrust belts inside the town that ar@ need of
regeneraton, planned in the manner of@nverson into green areas the future. The most important

place in thigegard ishe area around the heating planwhichthe city plango utilizein another way

and move outside the urbanized aremathe long term(figure 6). Thesecondplacewith a potential for
gardenings an area around former residential buildings of the Soviet army. It is not a typical industrial
rust belt but the buildings were abandonethdare now deterioratingln the past few yeardocal
governmentestablisheda university campus and sdidsanches of universities from Budapest started to
operate there This igecent and still orgoing projectAnother abandoned former military place

without buildingsliesnext to the campugbut there a pivate real estate developmeméecentlystarted

to take place.

Figure 6: Potential new locatidor urban agriculturen the area of a heating plant in thdunicipality of
Sz ékes f(skyhview)v ar

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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Figure 6: Potential new locatidor urban agriculturen the area of a heating plant in thdunicipality of
Sz ékes f(drdetview)a r

TheMunicipality ofVaslui identified a series of parcels whiduldl be made available to those willing to
practice urban agricultureThey mostlyarget retired peoplgFHgure 7). Public administrators observe
that some of the inhabitantdiving inapartment buildings, areterested ingardening In rare cases,
they even organised someninor gardening activities right in front of thepartments However, it is
necessary tatressthat a lot of inhabitantsliving inapartment buildingsstill have a strong relation

with the rural areas outside the city. Most of those peoatgeed from50 to 80 years movetb the city

by force during the communist period in order to provide workforce for the industry. In many cases,
they still have firstdegree relatives in the rural areashere agriculture is the main activitand they
offer to helpthem working in the fields.

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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Figure 7Potential newspatial arrangements afrban agriculture (red colour; areas 12 and 13),
residential areas with higheshare of family gardens (yellow colour; aread4 @), location of the Marius
Gorcia Farm (orange colour; area Hdl)ptment gardens (green colour; area 16), and squatter gardens
(areas 12, 14 and 1%) the Municipality ofVaslui.

The partners from thélunicipality ofBlagoevgrad mapped all the possible locations in the cityimnd
the perturban area, which can potentialbe used for urban agriculturei@ftire 8).Land, marked with
red colour,is owred by the municipality Land, marked witblue colour,is governed by the
municipality, but it cannot sell ilue to uncompleted restitution process.

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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Google Earth

Tour Guide P A (bl y 7 lat 42.014752° lon 23.088872° elev 369'm eye alt 16.69 km

Figure 8: Potential new locations for urban agriculture inhenicipality ofBlagoevgrad.

4.2 Participatory planning management of urban agriculture

Participatory planning nvol ves the systematic effort to er
planning for that future, while involving and harnessing the specific competencies and input of community
residents, leaders, and stakeholders instproces (Beyea 2009; Lefevre et al. 2000). Staff of the
organization that will run it, members of the target population, communitycials, interested citizernss

well aspeople from involved agencies, schools, and other institutions shalultk invited to he table.
Everyone's participation should be welcomed and respected, and the process sioblle dominated

by any individual or group, or by a single point of view (Community Tool Box 2016). Participatory planning
aims to harmonize viewsf all the participants as well as prevent conflict between opposing parties. In
addition, marginalized groups have an opportunity to participate in the planning process (McTague and
Jakubowski 2013).

One of the specific objectives tdie AgriGo4Cities projets also tamprove public institutional
capacities by integrating participatory approach into decisimeking processes. New governance
models will contribute to the enhanced public services in order to promote active citizenship,
development of civil society, reinfoed public participation and sustainable urban development. New

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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instruments and channels will be derived by developing innovative tools, transnational learning
interactions and sharing space, strategies and pilot actions.

Successful implementation of pasipatory approach is not an easy task. Usually it takes a lot of time

and effort to ensure that participation becomes an integral part of every planning process. Municipal
administrators must be aware of its importance, they need to have appropriate framie within

which participation is possible, have to be properly qualified (or they should hire external experts to
facilitate the processynd they need to use the right tools for targeting different growgis. To get an
overview ofthe state ofintegration ofparticipatory approach into decisieamaking processes in
territori al partners’ ar eas setafgnest®msabautcgmmgnitye st i o
involvement in planning.

4.2.1Community involvement in strategic planning

In al six pilot areas, community is able to participate and is involved in plannmgi@tipal strategic
documents (strategies, programs, etar)d it seems that there are no big differences among

municipalities from that point of view. Municipalities differore in the use of engagement tools for the
community involvement. The most varied mix of methods is used in Blagoevgrad, where citizens have
several options to be in touch with the municipality: community is involved through 8 different tools,
includinglive labs and awareness raising campaigns, which are not in use elsewhere in the pilot areas. Ir
general, workshops and face to face meetings are the most common tools (used in 4 municipalities),
followed by web platforms and consultation exercises (use8 municipalities)All municipalities use at

least three engagement tools; this is encouraging information because different tools can effectively
target different population groups.
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Table 5 Engagement tools, used for communityolvement in the pilbareas.

Engagement tools Blagoevgrad | Sz é k e s f Ulcinj Velenje Vaslui Prague 9 Total
(Bulgaria) (Hungary) (Montenegro) | (Slovenia) | (Romania) (Czech
Republic)

Sakeholder X

X 2
platforms
Workshops X X X X 4
Live labs X 1
Face to facameetings X X X X 4
Web platforms X X X 3
Social media X X 2
Gonsultation
exercises including X X X 3
surveys
Voting procedures X X 2
Awareness raising x 1
campaigns
Total 8 3 0 3 4 4 22

Generally, vulnerable groups are involiacplanning to a lesser extenttheir inclusion is reported only

by Blagoevgrad, Velenje and Vaslui. However, only in Blagoevgrad, vulnerable groups are targeted (and
defined) more specificallyfor each group a special workshop or live lab is organiBé&boevgrad also

uses the biggest variety of engagement tools for their inclusion in planning (7). The most commien tool

a face to face meeting, which is applied in all three mentioned municipalities.

4.2.2Community involvement in neighbourhopl&nning

In pilot areas, involvement of community in neighbourhood planning is similar to tee@omunicipal
strategic levelThe biggest number of tools is used in Blagoevgrad (7). Among the tools used, workshops
are the most common, carried out in 5 migipalities.

Although it was generally stated that vulnerable groups can equally attend and contribute to the
planning process, targeted approach for their involvemamthe neighbourhood levés not in use in
any of the municipalities.

4.2.3Communityinvolvement in manageemt of urban agricultural land

Community is nowhere concreteilyvolved in management of the municipakbyvned urban
agricultural land Citizens in Prague 9 haveetgreatestnumber of options dtizens can make
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amendments to the sgtial plan green paces treatment and management anceable to come to
municipality representatives to discuss spatial dlgttion and usage of the plot¥ulnerable groups as
well are not concretely involved in any pilot area.

4.2 41Initiation of decsionrmaking processes

Municipalities also ssesedthe nature of thedecisionmaking process from the perspective of the

initiator. Despite some examples of bottoop initiatives— specifically mentioned i z é k e s f-eh ér v
the decisioama ki ng process i-dowmnm’ediomialalntrmwyni“diopal i t i
initiated by the municipality withhe aim to directly involve local communities in the implementatitm

both mentioned municipalities, there are axples ofgrassootsinitiatives, which promote and

encourage changesndorsed by the municipalityNone of the municipalities usesa-governancein
whichlocal communities and the municipalityould beequal partnersHowever, iS5z é k esf e h ér v
public gardens, run by NGQsmnbe understood as examples af-governance municipality

representaties search for and support grasstslocal initiativeswhile NGOs can alssharetheir ideas

with the samelocal representativeat the local electoratesr with the employees of thenunicipality
administration.In Velenje, the rain initiatoris the municipality, whil®&GOs and expertdealing with
landscapingan be recognized agsificant initiatorsas well.

4.2.5Current experience regarding partidipgy approaches

Four municipalities (except Ulcinj agdz € k e s f) ardadyrimplé@mented a participatory planning
processand in three cases it turned out to be a positive experience. Howeguatification trainings for
the municipal administration tgsuccessfullymplement participatory planningre only organizedn
Blagoevgrad

In Velenjecitizens areespeciallypleased to be involved in the proce$&&articipatory approach was also
successfully used in the field of urban gardenin2014 municipdity initiated settingup ofurban
gardensamong thehighrise housing estate the local communityofSal ek . Sever al wor
residents were carried out. First impression was highly rated; residentsesbeager to cooperate in

the whole process. Mnicipality even engaged two local landscape archiéotassist with their expert
knowledge. Unfortunately, the idea has stalled just before implementing the pilot action (setting up new
urban gardenslpecause citizen®st interestin havinga garden gt, mostly due to managing issues

In Vaslui,tiwas found outhat participationin the development of different plans and strategies adds a
positive impact on the final proposalas many inputs were received by the citizeFse participatory
process wa managed mainly by external expenghilethe methodology depended on tHegal

requirements for each strategy or pladowever, the participatory approach is séitlan initial phasef
implementation, but an important step increasing the confidencef the citizensand improving their
awareness that their opinion can be an addedvdlue t he c i t y-has alccady lreénagnene n t
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In contrast to already mentioned municipalities, experiemc@rague vas not so positive. A
participatory planningprocesswas run without external expert$n 90% of occasions it turned out to be
only an opportunityfor loud and dissatisfied citizens to communicate with the municipal
representatives face to facand the debats escalated quidk into nontopic related mess
ConsequentlyMunicipality ofPrague 9 currently avoidsimgparticipatory approach.

Partners’ muni ci pal administrations have diffe
Blagoevgrad, municipality responds with persot@irespondence antheetings,also with a help of
NGOsInS z é k e s f pdeeslurevh@avilgependson the topic of theinitiative; respective municipal
administrative unit or municipalitspwned company firstlecides whether there is needfor their
involvement or not.In Ulcinj, a communication is ensured via bureau for citizens, established in 2014. It
turned out to be very successful and efficient mediator. In Velgegyonses are providedn several

ways, e.g. through email address, whichinvomey or , deputy mayor, mayor
all department managers, whiien respond to the initiator; througimobile applicatiolJrban points

* Ur b an e, whiah allbves tirect filing of an initiative; through communicatrath representatives

of local communities or councillors at tli@&uncil SessionBvestreamedon the municipalwebsite

while the conclusions are also distributed etanails In Vaslui, the procedure is highly formalized: the
citizen initiativecan bebrought tothe attention of the city administrationby a written request. The

local authority analyses the request and if it has an objective justificatiedebatedat the Local

Council public meeting and votddr/against it More communication tools are used in PraguevBgere
responses are provided vialplic meetings, face to face meetings, open letters, bulletin
board/noticeboards, web articlegtc.

4.3 Social inclusiaimrough urban agriculture

Social inclusion and social exclusion, representing two sides of theamere nowadays frequently

di scussed in different contexts and environmen
or affirmative term, related to values such as solidarity, cohesion, social capital and integration. In
academic circleghe concepts mostly represent explanatory framework of a meltel social

deprivation in changing circumstances of postmodern societies. In policies as well, social exclusion is no
related only to monetary aspect, but has encompasséésides the lac of material sources the

inability to participate in economic, political, cultural and social life as well as exclusion from the
“mainstream” orientation of the society (Filip

Social work researchers or practitioners of occupational therawelso far produced the greatest

number of studies linking urban gardening and social inclusion. Their and other approaches using nature
have been termed ‘green care’ (see Sempi k et a
nature—and workng within it, e.g. farming and gardenirga s t her apy was ‘“horti c
is a specialised form of occupational therapy using plants and horticulture as its main activity, and
related to it 1s a ‘ther ap gandgrdlisedwapaf usingchartictlture e *
and gardening for promoting health and weking. Additionally, sma#icale agriculture has been widely
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used in Europe as a form of rehabilitative social care, particularly for people with mental health

problems andearning difficulties. In some European countries, this marks the continued development
of hospital farms, while in others it represen
activity, i.e. not simply producing food but also providing c&tim¢ 2008). Such farms have been

t er med ‘ dsaaHassihka&rvan Dijk 2006).

Gardening can address several dimensions of social exclusion, identified by Burchardt et al. (2002) as al
exclusion from production, consumption, social interaction andtisal engagement. As assessed by
Sempikand Aldridgg2002), gardening and farming projects (in the sense of green care) enable
production through activities that have many of the attributes of paid employment and which are
regar ded as ‘adioipahkts, staff gnd gtrers. jPlantirtg, cyltivation and other garden work
are seen as both meaningful and ‘“productive’
activity from which they are often excluded. In some cases, they alsodagrtivem with food that

contributes to their quality of life. In this way they allow them to participate in the process of
consumption The activities also provide opportunities for many formsaial interaction;the

parallels have been drawn between grecare and (forming of therapeutic or/and social) communities

(see Hickey 2008, Haigh 2008, Sempik at al 2010). Additionally, such projects can enable participants to
deal with the management of a garden or activities and in this way include them ircdisperm of

political engagemen(Sempikand Aldridge 2002). The potential of green care is thus considered to

reside within the activities, the setting and the social environment (Sempik 2010: 18).

Production of food and its consumption, at least at lggrare usually motivational factors for people to
engage in gardening, and at least a minimum amount of social interaction is a result of working next to
each other and sharing common spaces and/or facilities (e.g. water reservoir). Since AgriGo4cCities
project develops gardening as a tool for social inclusion in deemgking processes, pilot actions shall

be specifically structured in such a way that people could learn how to participate in deeialing
processes, first to take some responsibilitiesaomicro level within the garden-and then to be more
involved on the macro levelgi. in the municipal governance.

4.3.11dentification of vulnerable groups

Most of the strategies for social inclusion identifies the following vulnerable groupsmnteaployed
people with low income (recipients of financial social assistaribe)lomeless mentally and physically
handicappedederly (people older tharb5year9, NEET (young people who are Not included in
Education, Employment, or Training; ajgmng people with family or behavioural problemBpma
community, other ethnic minorities migrants, refugees and asylum seekers

Vulnerable groupdefined as the most relevant by the majority of project partners (Blagoevgrad,
Velenje, Vaslui and Pragug 8re the elderly; onlyunicipality ofS z é k e s faedHJ&inj didnot see
it as their priority (but still as relevant). Other groups identifiechaghly or at least moderatelselevant
by the majority of project partnerare the unemployedHhighly rdevant in Ulcinj and/elenje the group
is notrelevantirS z € k e s f) anth peopayvatht low income (highly relevant in Blagoevgrad and
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Velenje; not relevant in Prague 9). Irrelevant vulnerable group in the project area seems to be ethnic
minorities (patly relevant only in Velenje), followed by migrants, refugees and asylum seekers (partly
relevant only in Ulcinj and Velenje). Mentally and physically handicapped and Roma community are the
priority inS z € k e s f homedtess\people i8 z € k e s faedPrguerand NEETSrz ée k e s f e h é
and Blagoevgrad.

Table 6Identificationand relevancef vulnerable groups in the local contexis% highly relevant, 2 =
relevant, 3 = not relevait

Vulnerable groups Blagoevgrad | Sz é kes f Ulcinj Velenje Vaslui Prague 9
(Bulgaria) (Hungary) (Montenegro) (Slovenia) (Romania) (Czech
Republic)

Unemployed 2 3 1 1 2 2

People with low income
(recipients of financial 1 2 2 1 2 3
social assistance)

Homeless 3 1 3 2 3 1
Mentglly and physically 5 1 5 > 2 3
handicapped

Elderly (65+) 1 2 2 1 1 1
NEET 1 1 3 2 3 2
Roma community 3 1 2 2 2 3
Other ethnic minorities 3 3 3 2 3 3
Migrants, refugees and 3 3 5 5 3 3
asylum seekers

0 0 0 0 0 Single mothers

Other. with children

Some vulnerable groups in surveyed areas are already engaged in gardening, but some of them only
cultivate their private gardens and do not rent a garden on a land which would allow more personal
contact, require sharing of public space and taking resmitgifor functioning of the area, and

demand communication with the municipality. In Blagoevgrad, especially NEET and elderly are
voluntarily confined to their private gardens, so it remains a challenge to motivate them for community
gardening. I'§ z éfk ee s é as well,relderly people are among the vulnerable groups most active in
gardening. As the group with the most potential to be involved in community garden, Prague 9 identifies
elderly people and single mothers, as they are the most active in paNsiats. And in Velenje,

physically disabled peoptealthough there is a negligible number of them active in community
gardening-are given the priority in allocation of garden plots with the easiest access to facilities (e.g.
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water supply and toilets)n Ulcinj and Vaslui, it seems that no vulnerable group is currently involved in

gardening.

EUROPEAN UNION

Each partnerlready decided with which vulnerable groups they intend to work with in the

AgriGo4cCities project.

Table 7Number of members of vulnerable groupsittmunicipalities intend to work with in pilot

actions.
Vulnerable groups Blagoevgrad | Sz é kes f Ulcinj Velenje Vaslui Prague 9
(Bulgaria) (Hungary) (Montenegro) (Slovenia) (Romania) (Czech
Republic)

Unemployed 5 0 3 0 0 0
People with low income
(recipients of financial 5 0 3 0 0 0
social assistance)
Homeless 0 0 0 0 0 10-15
Mentglly and physically 3 510 3 0 0 0
handicapped
Elderly (65+) 10 15 3 25 10-15 5-10
NEET 5 0 2 0 0 0
Roma commugiGia 0 5-10 5 0 0 0
other ethnic minorities
Migrants, refugees and 0 0 3 0 0 0
asylum seekers

5-10 (sngle

0 0 0 25 (children) (c%](i)lz;in) mothers with

Other: their children)

4.3.2Mechanisms for social inclusion of vulnerable groups in surveyed municipality

Mechanisms for soci@hclusion are measures, with which the local, national and transnational
authoritiesinfluence processes of economic, social, and politicdlsion of vulnerable groups into the
mainstream society. Wean roughly categorize them as economic, samapoliticalmeasures as well
ascommunication and physicablaptations and conditions which ensure vulnerable groups equal access
to public services.

Economic aspects

Except invaslui, severdbrms of businesses existithe surveyed areawhich employ vulnerable
groups.In Blagoevgrad, two cooperatives, operating as a social enterprise, are employing people with
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disabilities, and both Bulgarian project partners see a good potential to cooperate with them. In

S z é k e s f, teechnérrprofé erganizations employ mentally and physically handicapped people, and
one is already cooperating with the project partner CTRIA. In Ulcinj, the number of employed vulnerable
people is considerable smaller, however, one NGO employs two people with disalaifiti the

municipality plans to include it in its pilot activities. In Velenje, four limited liability companies employ
disabled people, but since the municipality intends to work with elderly and children, they do not see
any possibility to cooperate ais moment.In PragueGar deni ng Company Hortus
employs homeless peopleda.5 of them).

Severamechanisms can encourage companies to employ people from vulnerable grdaps.

Blagoevgrad, such companies rely ational funding progams for subsidized employment of

vulnerable groupsespecially of NEET, people with low income and the unemployed. To receive subsidy,
the companies need to fulfil some requirements, which are defined by the law. However, there are no
known mechanism® ensure equal opportunitiesf people in employmente.g. family friendly
conditonswomen s quotas etc. ).

I n Székesfehérvar, compani es o-grant §fronoapexdtidngd ( on
programmes) to employ vulnerable peopitall disadvantaged groups listed in the Commision
Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 as well as people with changed working abilities (mentally or physically
handicapped)- while institutions provide awareness raising programmes about social exclifsibay
receive gants, they need to ensure certain duration of the work contracts, regular salarypmuibs
working conditionsEU grarg are also used for problem assessment in this regarcharaieness

raising andflexible employments promoted, which presentsgoodopportunity for women or
handicapped peoplé balancetheir professionalnd private life.

In Velenje, companies employing people with disabilities ipeinicial support in the form of wage
subsdies and other economic reliefo@panieswith the statusof disability companyre also entitled to
tax exemptions and contributions on wages from the st&eme businesses already acquitieel
certificateof female managers friendly companyfamily friendly company

Vaslui identified three mechanisms to emcage employment of the members of vulnerable groups.

The Nationabs well as the Loc&mployment Agencsupport job fairs and orgarezqualification
coursesrequalification andprofessional training for unemployed peoplEhese measures target the
unempoyedand young people aged between 16 and.Z%e unemployed, who are involved in any of
listed activities, must then be employed for at least 6 months, and the companies who want to employ
young people from such programmes need to iberised byrhe Natbnal Employment Agency. The
second mechanism they identified isationalpr o gr a mm-e p*“ Sltaa n to n whilotangets i a ”
the unemployed people with special skills for a stapt company. A stastip business, financed by this
programme, must employ aimimum of 2 people for 3 years (however, the employees can change). The
employment of vulnerable groupsthe unemployed(among those especially single parents or people
older than45 year$, the disabled and fresh graduatess also encouraged by specifiational laws and
measures, which demand that the unemployed keep the job for at Ba&asbnths the disabled for at
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least18 months the tnemployed over 45 years or single parefdrat least 2 yearand the gaduates

for at least 3 yearsThe Romanialaw alsoprovides incentives (such as lower taxes on salaries and
incomes) for the social enterprisdsring persons belonging to vulnerable groupgwever there is
currentlyno such enterpriseperating in the municipal areao Vaslui municipality gigests to include

the measures to encourage its establishment as one of the objectives in the action plan, outlined in the
AgriGo4Cities project.

In Prague 9, companies can consider speokbs criteria in the procurement processhich mostly
affect the employment of the elderly, Roma, handicapped amdjle motherskut basically all
vulnerable groups However, employers are subject to speaiéiquirementsfor specific procurements
and employmentelations. Bisinesses caim theoryalsouse quotas to ensurthe equality (e.g. gender)
in their enterprisesbut there is no known case of the quotas in practice.

In Ulcinj, companies employing people with disabilities get financial support in the form of wage
subsidies 50% and other economitief. Forexampleif company has 20 to 50 employees they are
obligated to employ one person with disabilities.

Social aspects

One of the most important factors influencing social inclusion is education; the lack of education and
skills leads to socialxclusion, so ensuring the inclusion of vulnerable groups into education system is of
high importance. Two forms of education prevail which target vulnerable groups: specialized and
integrated. Expert advocate the latter, as it establishes social cortbatigeen the vulnerable and
mainstream society and sensitizes society about the needs of vulnerable groups and similarities among
each other.

Vulnerable groups, predominantigcluded in a specialised form of educatipare moderately or
severely mentally andicapped, most often also physically handicapf@édominantly blind and deaf
children) although there are possibilities to integrate them into regular forms of education. In Prague,
NEET, and in Velenje, children of certain migrants, who refuse ittdgrated into society, are also
included into specialized forms of education. Members of other vulnerable groups, which are able to
follow the lessons, armtegrated into regular forms

Outside formal education systemvulnerable groups can attend lfeng learning programmes (e.g.

study circles) or the programmes of the employment agencies, but also different professional trainings,
qualifications (e.g. national vocational qualifications) and other courses (language, computer), provided
by various instutions. Usually, these programs target all vulnerable groups except mentally
handicapped- although not necessarily simultaneously.

Certain vulnerable groups are also entitled to sosoeial transfersWelfare, extraordinay financial

aids and scholarsps are offered to theinemployed, peoplevith low income, Roma community and
NEETDisadvantaged families are also entitled to higher child benefits, and at least in Velenje,
disadvantaged elderly can gesacurity allowanceSome costs are also related to the income; people in
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disadvantaged situation, e.g. in Slovenia, can askefituiced payment of preschoptogrammes and
school meals, they can lexemptd fromsocial servicegyet acontribution to the payment of family
assistanceare entitled tosubsidized rentcan request from the state to cover tlgference up to tle

full value of health services and hawe right tothe free-of-chargecompulsory health insurancé&he
municipalities in Slovenia also-finance numeous organizations and programs to ease the burdens of
vulnerable groups (e.g. Red cross and Caritas, public kitchens, shelters for the homeless, holiday
programs for poor children, free legal aid etc.). Mentally and physically handicapped, unable to work,
are subject to special financial aids.

In Praguen, the Departnent of social affairsakes care of the homeless people, Roma and other ethnic
minorities as well as the elderly. Several NGOs operate in the field of social inclusion on the city or
nationall evel , e. g. Red Rroxima Socidle®®sl oteennunidipalities also a n d
identified severaNGOs or associations in their area which are working on social inclusion of

vulnerable groupsTheMunicipality ofBlagoevgradhosts11 institutions for social services, 9 of which

are designed for adults and 2 for childré&ocial institutions for adult¢e.g.shelters,day care cents

etc.) gply social services tailored to the individual characteristics of users. The activities are aimed to
dewelop skillsneeded in everyday life, tehorten theperiod ofsocial exclusionand toacquire work
habits(i.e.occupational therapy The most visible i® z é k e s faee ICigic entr@ charitable

foundation(Ci vi | Cent r um K,0Nehapst homé ssdciatioS zt évkaensyf e hér v ar
Segit unk aAdAaspciation ai pegple with large familifda gy csal ado 3.NGO Egy e
Rights to liveand Day care cerg Sirenaare active in Ulcinj. There is an admirable number of
organizations wiking with vulnerable groups in Velenje; besides Regional Red aaissysCaritas

Centre forsocial vork, Home for elderly peopland hospic als@entresSa a ad S o mentallye f or
and physically disabiepeople,Integra institute whichprovides ashelterfor the homeless, Novus
societyand Society of active citizens Daelp children andamilies in needVID Velenjassists the

elderly, University for lifelong learning offers courses for elderly and other generations, some
organizations also offesome programs for drug users, Intgunicipal Association of the deaf and

hearing ImpairegdAssociation of disabled Konoaodl nt er muni ci pal associ ati
valleyoffer support to physically disabled people, while Lions and Rotabyarlyanizes occasional

activities to support different vulnerable groups. In Vaslui, &G are particularly active in social
inclusion of vulnerable group#sociatia Centrul Pentru integrare Sociala si Rolinttdiscriminatorii
Vasluistrives forsocial inclusion of deprived persomsile Asociatia Irigs specialized itocal/regional
development and social inclusion of vulnerable groups

Politicalaspects

To be able to effectively integrate vulnerable groups into mainstream sodegfig/ationand strategies
need to properly support their social inclusioill municipalitiesdentified legal and strategic
documents they can build on. Blagoevgrad underlined the munigigébn plan for the Roma
integration 20172019 which identifies the steps and gives tieidelines fothe implementation of the
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municipal socieecononic integrationpolicyfor the Roma people. It is following tmational and EU
Roma integration strategie§ he second important document is the municipahual plan for
development of social servicewhich describes the scope, activities and annual plan of@acipal
social services. The most important documents of social inclusiBreiré k e s fare thé Equadity
Program2013-2017andIntegrated Urban Development Strategihe most relevant policy instrument
in this regard i€quality progranfnumber47Sz é kesf ehér var Megyei Jogu °
Esédyyeenl| 6 s égi P2017)dtdeimaglegal Badkdrdhd andstrategicenvironment and
identifiesvulnerable groupsrad problems. The maidetected vulnerableroups are peopléving in
extreme poverty and &na peoplethe minors, women, elderly people and thendicappedFor each
group, the document provides an analysiEcurrent situationand describeselevant meclnisms of
inclusion The program alsmlentifiesthe role of thecivic societyand forprofit organizations, local
partnerships anaf the inhabitants in generallhe document concludes withe action planThe
Integrated Urban Development Strateigythe most important policy documermn develgpment goals
of the townfrom 2014to 2020 Joecial antisegregation plams includedwhich identifies the most
compromised parts of the towraffected by segregatigrand desigs aplan for ther development.
Identified need for sociahclusionalsoappearsin other parts of the documenéand is also explicitly
stated asa horizontal goalsee pages 7~®6 in the above mentioned documenijhe most important
document of social inclusion in tidunicipality ofVelenje is thébevelopment strategy of social
protection in theMunicipality ofVelenje for the period from 2014 to 2020he strategy stems from the
analysis of social protection in tlmeunicipality and lays the foundation for the establishment and
maintaining of a soally adequate local environment, as its tastoiprovide conditions for the
development and implementation of social prograaswell as t@wo-develop and coordinatsocial
securityprograms which are dedicated tthe citizens. In Vaslui, future local development projects are
outlined in theLocal development stratedgee alsdink). The strategy considethe vulnerable groups
as well, as it specially targets peripheral areas, where most of the vulnerable groups live, and foresees
projects todevebp the existing servicgsvater, gas, electricity, etcif these areasto improve the living
conditions and consequently the quality of life. One of the most important strategies aimed to
vulnerable groups in Prague is t@@nception of solution finding to homeless issue in Prague2013
2020 designed by the city of Prague mun@igmpgoyees. The documernalyseghe issue of
homeless people and conitins, under which people lose their jobs and/or homes in Pradue
addresgsthese factors in order todecreasehe number of the homeless people apdeventthe issue.
In Ulcinj,Local actin plan for REA population 2048020(web link not available) veaadoptedfocused
in the integration of REA population and for their better live condition and more healthy life. One
person from this population was employed with service contract in Ulcinj Municipality.

Physical and communication aspects

The first meaures authorities usually undertake to ease the life of vulnerable groups are the
adaptations of the physical environment and communication. Blind people can get around the city with
the help oftraffic lights with sound signaleandembossed lines on sideillksmay prevent traffic
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accidents. People using wheelchairs can use public transport if the vehicles are suitably eqoiwped (
floor, special spaces). Less people are injured or die ddenwestic violencer homelessness if there

are proper servicesaar-by (e.g. safe houses, shelters). And people are more likely to communicate with
the municipality if the employees speak their language (Roma, minority, sign language).

All municipalities provide basic physical adaptations for physically handicappetepsoch as traffic

lights with sound signals, embossed lines on sidewalks, ramps for wheelchairs aihabloluses.

Victims of domestic violence and the homeless can find shelter in safe houses or similar accommodation
places and get a warm meal as st an expert help (counselling, support).

Two muni ci pa+afBlageewrad ang® bé&sk d = fsarh &aptead for the blind and
visually impaired. However, Velenje and Prague provide some signs and/or publications in Braille
alphabet to makenformation accessible to the blind. Two municipaliti8sz é k e s faediVélenje,a r
employ people with the knowledge of the sign language. In Ulmingmunicipality employee speaks
Romalanguage. In Prague 9, employees at the social municipal department speak Roma dialect. In
Blagoevgrad, Roma people are assisted by medical mediat@< i@ k e s fRerhaéublic&@uthority
takes care of the Roma community, in Slovenia the Roma arelyisgabmpanied by an interpreter,
and in Vaslui none of the employees speak the Roma dialect or other ethnic language.

4.3.3Good practices of social inclusion of vulnerable groupsrveyednunicipalites

The municipalities themselves as well as seMd@Os working in their area already have positive
experience with inclusion of various vulnerable groups into the mainstream society (e.g. employing
people with disabilities, inclusion of elderly, women and children, programs for the homeless and
unemployed, projects with people with low income etc.). The methods are various, but the prevailing

are social help (in 5 municipalities; i.e. in all except in Prague), creation and development of social
networks (in 4 municipalities; the exceptions are Ulcinj &adlui)andformal and informal meetingsn(

4 municipalities, except ireSé k e s f ant @lginy) Melenje uses most of the methods for social

inclusion (7 out of 9 listed), followed by Blagoevgf@anethods)Vaslui (5 methods z é k e s f eh ér
and Prgue 9 (3 methods), and Ulcinj (2 methods).
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Table 8Good practices of social inclusion of vulnerable granmirveyednunicipaliies.

What is the method of Blagoevgrad Székesf e Ulcinj Velenje Vaslui Prague 9

inclusion? (Bulgaria) (Hungary) (Montenegro) (Slovenia) | (Romania) (Czech
Republic)

Activization surveys X X

Social help X X X X X

Counselling X X X

Formal and informal
meetings, and discussions X X X X
among the residents

Streetwork X X

Creation and development

of social networks X X X X
Organization of parties,
picnics, parades, and other X X X
events
Mediation and conflict X
resolution
Other: X (jobs for

handicapped X

people)

4.4 Contribution of urban agriculture tastainable urban development

One of the specific objectives in the AgriGo4Cities project is aljgmtoote sustainable urban
development throughurban agriculturelt is planned thaggovernance mode]sleveloped in the
AgriGo4cCities projectyill stimulate job creation, income geregion, community building and quality
living environment in cities. The focison disadvantaged neighbourhoods where communities at risk
of exclusion live and work. Their active involvement intiban agricultureand pilot actions will

contribute to foodproduction and supply, carbon footprint reduction, sustainable waste management,
active healthy lifestyle and wellbeing.

Sincethe Brundtland Report (WCED 1987), which aimed to reconcile economiclgvatt

environmental protectionand s “ g u thé coycéphas beartvidely adopted irpolicy discourse

on developmentsustainable development has usually been conceptualized as supported by three
"pillars", i.e. the economy ("economic development/growth™), the environment ("environmental
protection/balance") and society ("social equity/inclusion”). They have been predominantly visualised as
three overlapping circles with sustainable development at the centre. "How to achieve economic growth
that would be fairly distributed and would not jeopardise theosystem?" is the question most

frequently posed by planners and policy makers, usually putting environsamtl/or social questions

—in an inferior position in comparison to the economy, although (romantically) admitting that
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sustainable development mea balancing all three goals of urbplanning (Campbell 1996). Some
scholars also argubat the fourth pillar—culture (or the cultural sector) can contribute a great deal to
development, both quantitatively (income and employment) as wetj@aitatively (equity and well
being) Nurse 2006see alsdCuture 2010).

There is an abundance of evidence in literature that shows that urban agriculture contributes
significantly to sustainable urban development. Urban agriculture has many economa, so
environmental and cultural benefits, ranging from employment opportunities, subjectivebe#il,
neighbourhood attachment, reducing urban heat island é@®=arson, Pearson and Pearson 2010
However in the Danube regiorespecially in its postocialist parturban agriculture is far from realizing
its potentials forsustainable urban development, despite the fact that percentage of informal food
productionin those countries is among the highest in Eurgpter and Kohler 2008)

Togetan overview of the state of devel opment of
inventory questionnaire also included a question about local strategic and legislative framework on
sustainable urban development, and 16 questions about selestedomic, social, environmental, and
cultural aspects of urban agriculture.

4.4.11ocal strategic and legislative framework

All partners named at least one local document that promotes sustainable developiewever, ve
canassesshat the paradigm of gstainable development is being fully adoptedly in Velenje and

Sz é k e s f, vehbreé strateqgies, spatial plans otherdocuments are being implemented, with
programmes covering a range of aspects (economy, energy, transport, agriculture, welfare|lieie.)
achieve greater sustainabilitit is also important to stress that urban agriculture has not been widely
recognized as an important element to promote sustainable developnaedpite many documents,
related to current status and future orientatn of urban agricultural areasee chapter 2.1.1More or
lesstheonl vy excepti on iEsvircBrmeatal pretdcteom progrand 2022017 niestions
community gardens as a possible tool for increasing sustainabilityaasidgenvironmentalawareness.

65



“

interreg H

EUROPEAN UNION

Danube Transnational Programme
AgriGod4cCities

Table9: Documents in pilot areas, representing local strategic and legislative framework for sustainable
urban development.

Pilot area Documents

Municipal district Prague 9 Spatial plan

Municipality of Blagoevgrad Municipal developmenplan of the Municipality of Blagoevgrad 262020

Municipality o Integrated urban development strategy
Environmental condition 2015

Environmental protection Program 2042017

Municipality of Vaslui Urban development strategy
Sustainablenergy action plan

Sustainable urban plan for mobility

Municipality of Velenje Sustainable urban strategy for smart, entrepreneurial and friendly Velenje 2025
Local agenda 21
Strategic development document of Municipality of Velenje

Sustainable energetiaction plan of Municipality of Velenje

A =A=AAa A A-a-a A A

Municipality of Ulcinj Strategic Development Plan (in progress)

4.4.2Economic aspest

Due to the lack of datm pilot areasit was only possible to give a rough estimatiorthaf number of
inhabitants involvedin urban agricultureln Velenjepnly the number of people engaged in agriculture
on municipal landvas givenEstimated number range from 0 in Ulcinj&00in Prague 9which is, in
most cases, less than 1 % of the total populatife can assume thattual number of people dealing
with urban agriculture is much highewerywhere if wealsotook into account family gardens. In
Romaniafor example almost each household owns a garden (Paats and Tiit 2010).

Tablel0: Number of inhabitants involved urban agriculture.

Pilot area Number of inhabitants involved in urban agriculture
Municipality ofBlagoevgrad 100

Municipality ofVelenje 380 (only municipal land)

Municipality ofVaslui 150

Municipality ofUlcinj 0

Municipal districtPrague 9 400

MunicipalityofSz é k esf ehér var 200
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A very important aspect of urban agriculture is also its integration into kx@homy, which reduces

the ecological footprint of the municipalities Bport-distancetransport. In four pilot areaghis is
achieved through local outdoor markets, whigperate in Blagoevgrad, Velenje, Vaslui &#ndgue 9
usually once per week. A somewhat different case s é k e s f, vehichehasvadarge agricultural
sector, but without any noticeable local food phaction. Similar case is Ulcinj, where food production is
more or less limited to rural fringe, without significant integration into laaadnomy

A “formalized” informal exchange of | ocal food
national movementfor the exchange of seedlings, seedsdcrops(Zelemenjava An informal

exchangeof fruit and vegetables also noticeable iBlagoevgragdwhere it is becoming trendy,

especially for young families, and in Vaslui, in case when hobbefanpnoduce more than they
consumeSimilar case is reported Prague9an®&z é k esf eh ér var

Urban agricultural products can have a high added vahglow ecological footprint such food is

being sold in local restaurants. We found out that many resats in pilot areas operate in such a way,
while the food is mainly produced in farms in parban areasln Ulcinj, this is the case even for the
majority of the restaurantsAn interesting example is from Blagoevgrad, where a small hotel iaeal
has its own production of vegetables.

Contrary, a biomass from urban gardens and farms as a source of renewable energy is not yet being
systematically gatheredalthoughsuchopportunities are probably huge. Studies show that food waste
can contribute everup to 40 % of municipal solid wast@see et al. 2007)

Since arable land is often viewed as a less profitable and with big potentials for construction, we were
also interested if there are any conflidistween urban agriculture and investofdo such coflict was
reported. The same is true foelation between recreatinal and urban agricultural uselowever it was
assessed thahvestors generate pressure to build on green aneaBrague 9. We can assume that this

is also happening in other pilot areas, but so far withany significanpressure on urbafood

gardening and farming areas.

4.4.3Sociabspecs

Urban agriculture can al so be lusedoasata rtye’a c hais
opportunities for developing horticultural and communication skills (see Péeerjuez, Anderson and
Rogers 2005). There are two very interesting examples of the use of urban agriculture as a teaching
method in hie Municipdity of Blagoevgrad. The first ied¢ Day care centre for disaldehildren Zornitsa

which has been operatingince 1993nd isattended by childra and adolescents with moderate and

severe intellectual disabiigs In 2016, the municipalithasalsodeveloped the therapeutic garden

inside the centre tdnelp the disabld children andeachthem about the colars and texture of the

flowers, herbs and some fruit¥he second example is tiNatural school Tvoriltsivhere children can

learn how to seedgrow vegetables, work with clagtc.
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A similar example can be found in Velenje: as partlad@al Action Group (LA@oject, Universiy for
lifelonglearning established 7 arranged teaching parkgrimary schoolsvith high beamswhere pupils
plant vegetables, herbs and fruit tregsorder tolearn about foodoroduction and selsufficiencyln
Prague 9, educational outdoor events, organizedhgmunicipality, are regularlytaking place, covering
also urban agriculture. At these events#tizens and/or children have theossibility to become familiar
with smallscalegardening, waste management, water treatment, neighbouring etc.

There is plenty of evidence that urban agricultuespecially food gardeningontributes to social
cohesiorthroughsocial interactions, community building, effearson, Pearson and Pearson 2010)
Some municipalities in the AgriGo4Cities project have already realizgabtieistial. In Velenje, ne of

the most important guidelingfor designing urban gardeningtis providethe citizens armpportunity

for anactive leisure timeEducational outdoor events in Prague 9 fall in this category as well, since they
provide opportunities to hang out and socializené-scale social eventso take place in

Sz é k es fEéyanhe éesultofh e N G Gimposed activities, not facilitated by the

municipality They include gidanceof the gardeners, workshops, trips for the members and sisedle
event in two community gardens.

Table1l1: Non-governmental organisains, directly involved in twan agriculture in pilot areas.

Pilot area NGOs, directly involved in UA

Municipal district Prague 9 1 NGO Krocan, o.s.

T Environment al NGO NaZemi (“OnEarth”
T Czech gardener s association
1

Municipality of Blagoevgrad “Biser 2000": this | ocal associatio
Bulgaria folklore related actions. They have 2 folklore dance clubs and are fouf

and organizer of several dancing festivals.

Municipality o Székesfehérvari—-Asesrdachiaataito nE goyfe sGid red
Jancsar kerlarEgyéerskidrett Associ ation (

market)

= =

T Gaj a Kor ny e z etGaja&EhdronEhentaleAssdclation
Municipality of Vaslui 1/
Municipality of Velenje 1 Universityfor lifelong learning
Municipality of Ulcinj i1 Day care center ,,Sirena’’

T ,,Right to live'"’

l

local Utility Company

Regarding community building, social interactions and knowledge provision, involvement of NGOs in
urban agriculture can be of significant importance, as they realize gardening potentials. In Ulcinj, Prague
9andS z é k e s f, theheane upda three NGOs pilot areas, at least partly involved in urban
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agriculture. One such NGO operates in Blagoevgrad and Velenje, while there is no such NGO in Ulcin;.
NGOs' profile ranges from folklore activities,
local food market.

4.4 .4Environmental aspect

We can assess that project partners are generally aware of environmental potential of urban agriculture
to contribute to and promote sustainable urban development. They listed a number of environmental
benefits of gardening, ranging from lower carbon fawtp, greening the city, waste reduction and-re

using of waste and waste water, improving biodiversatyd air quality,increasingenvironmental
awarenes®tc.

Promotion of ecefarming principles (@. no pesticides, no chemical fertilisgns urban aggultural
areaswasonly reported in Velenje anl z é k e s f Iadlcdment gardensowned byMunicipality of
Velenje, organic gardening is not specifically defined in the contract of leasing the urban gardens.
However, €nants are committed to adjust theactivities to ecological and soil conditions and to

prevent pollution or any other degradation of the laid.S z é k e s f eedfagming & required itwo
community gardenghis being themain principle of theAssociatioro f Gar deni ngv airn Sz «

In Blagoevgrad, Velenje and Vaslui, integrated waste management systems are in use, following
principles of effectiveness and sustainable development. However, there are no programmes on waste
management which would also take into consideration urbgriculture. The only such practice was
reported in Velenje, wherelltment gardens have organized wastathering (bio and mixed waste)

and use gossibility toset upcomposters.

4.4 5Cultural aspect

Urban agriculture can also contribute to culturéngnsion of sustainable urban development, although
such view has not been used very often. For example, urban agriculture eardbestoodas intangible
cultural heritageandan important part of local customs and habithile it can alscstrengthen cultiral
identity. Howeverunderstandingurban agriculture as a part of local cultural customs and haloitéd

be prone to subjectivitywhenactivities arenot yet formally recognized as a cultural heritage

informal food productionis very common in former communist countries, it should not surprise us that
urban gardening is very populamong peoplé n pr oj ect’ s pi |l ot @tireasas . I
living in theresidentialareas use most of the spare laatbund the haisefor gardeningwhich is

otherwise a vercommon practice in Romanil Blagoevgrad, Vaslui and Prague 9, the popularity of

ur ban gardening can be expl ai nedadessetcbeisowlt i al
with nature. A somewhadlifferent casewas reported irS z é k e s f, vehbre anaréarcalled

Fel s6varos (Upper t o wood3juppheafsrtha whole aitip therpasaHowevdr,o ¢ a |
local varieties and their preservati@me not yet recognized astopic of local urban agnidture, with

Gril homestead in Velenjeeingthe only agricultural sit@rotected as cultural heritage.
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5 Partnersprofiles
5.1 Municipal districPrague 9 (Czech Republic)

TheMunicipal districtPrague 9 was established by the capital of Prague, being effective since 1990 and
confirmed by public ordinance of the capital of Prague in 2001. The district of Prague 9 has a surface of
13.31 km2 and consists of original historic sections: greaterpart VysocCany (except
Bal kané), smaller part of -Turhob)ePiosek @ grsater parfof t he r
Stfizkov, nearly the whole territory of Hrdl of
( Mé st s kahha X2613)t At tRerend of December 2016 the district of Prague 9 had the population of
around 57,000 inhabitants and population density of 4,286 inhabitants per km2 (City Population Prague
2017).

The aforementioned city quarters were originally agricudfisettlements. Thanks to favourable location

on the main railway |lines, industrial producti
19th century. In the beginning of 20th century, other quarters gradually turned into residential areas

with houses; in the second half of 20th century, great housing estate, designed for nearly 30,000 people,
was built in Prosek. Il n the 1990s, industry in
housing estates are built there mainly while urban gremrie created responsibly.

District Prague 9 is famous thanks to the Cern
collection of dilapidated old buildings alongside new buildings with apartments for families. At the
moment, the neighbourhood suéfs from lack of shops in the residential areas and lack of convenient
access to trams. Many of its residents use the bus services. The metro, which was extended during the
past year, reaches the centre of the neighbourhood and a large mall that was lsecembvated draws

many visitors from the entire area (Conbiz 2017).

The district of Prague 9 is adjacent to the di
Prague 19 (Kbely) and Prague 14 (Kyje) (Méstsk

5.1.1 Cheacteristics of urban agriculture

Strategic and legislative framework to support urban agriculture irMib@icipal districtPrague 9s not

very strong. Currently, the only relevant document is 8patial plandesignedon the national level. It
setsrules for green spaces and builp areasbut does notfocuson urban agricultureit does not even
mention it Despite the lack of proper strategic framework, tanicipal districtPrague 9 annually

spends cca. 110,000 CZK (around 4,000 EUR; 1.35%afrou pal i t y ectarebfurbaget ) pe
agricultural land. Th&undsare mostly covering maintenance and some regeneration costs. The

Municipal districtPrague 9 has three urban agricultural sitgs: K N3 R 1 t njgallotment gartled)y A S

+ Ay AOS @otalféotl € farm)and dzz {1 &€ LINR (So&dl fRre)Y 2 3OS
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%l KN} R1t nalt 12ft2yAS

Thesl KNY R t nj@&ds establishédbeflie&h940s andl950s as an allotment garden by a group

of gardeners and with initial municipal support in the form of firevision of land. Nowadaythe

urban agricultural sités owned by Pragur City hall whimts the plots to the gardener©ne becomes

a member of thé2l K N} R t njByjgétting adnfer@bgrahip atthz S & 1 € %I K NXQ2dch nja 1
union of allotmentand leisure gardenergf which is a national association of owners/renterstod

plots. The members take care for the management and maintenance ofvplolishavingtheir own

(i.e. private) order and rules for renting procedure and by taking into cenaiwnthe rules of the

28a1eée “%I KNJlnRdajtojday rdain@r@mhce.

The whole area covers 402and is dividednto 100 plots (around 40 Aper plot). It is equipped by
smallscale facility for the storage of tools and a short rest. Accessst@arba is restricted only to
members of the urban agricultural site. Accessibility for users (target group/residents) is assessed as
average by foot, bicycle, and personal car on the loand and poor by public transport on the other
hand.

Despite a londpistory and tradition, thézl K N} R { t njstifl dperate dn 2 térhpdrary basis, as it

lies on the acant land (land in transition) with uncertain agricultural future. The @dacrative and
thereforetempting for investors and developers. It is exped that the site will be sold and/or changed

from green to builtup area. Such a scenario is gutessiblealso due to inactive municipal role in

supporting urban agriculture as a predominant activity at this location. The absence of municipal
involvenent, unresolved ownership relations and inadequate managementd@entlyled to constant
arguments and disagements about equity, securignd possession structure. Consequently, the

number of cultivated plots haslightlydecreased. For more informatio about t he Zahr ac
visit: https://www.zahradkari.cz/us/praha/index.php?str=82

+AYAOS at OKI !

Thet AYAOS ia$ OKl¢ilheyard on the Vyso¢ avunicipa distliets t r &
Prague 9 (a type of local food + farm). It was restored and built in 2000 by the Wine cooperative Sv.

V a c | awith sappattof the Municipal districtPrague 9. The ruledf management and maintenance
were established by a mutual agreement among m

26 For more information visithttps://www.zahradkari.cz/czs/index.php?str=77
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Figure 9: Viewofthe A Y A OS ia théMUhidipal tistrictPrague 9 (source:
http://w ww.machalka.c2l/

The Wine cooperative Sv. Vaclav was establishe
vineyards in Prague and its surroundings and dsproducing quality wine. fjpinswinegrowers

mostly in their free time, following the many
Vacl av enables professional enjoyment and rel a
winemaking.

Thex A YA OS eove@HK.D Hictarks ad is dividednto 100 plots (around 192 per plot). It is
equipped bya biggerfacility for the storage of tools and occasional stay at the urban agricultural area.
Access to the area is open for all. Accessibility for users (target group/residergsg¢ssad as good with
all modes of transport. Establishment of theA Y A OS  eohtribiétdd tojintproed environmentand
social life and created uniqueelement of the city district. For more information about th@ice

at OK Ilvisit]{http://www.machalka.cz/

Bz & LINEB o0STR2Y200S

The. dzz { @ LINE waSdstRbiisiel €@ Social fawffering small housing possibilities for
homeless people in exchange of taking care of a small piece of environment and/or a garden. The
Municipal districtPrague 9 started up a project to help homeless people in need in 2015. The aim of the
project wasnot to reduce the number of homeless people living in a,d&itit to help them in their bad
situation. The land isowned bythe Municipal districtPrague 9hat establishedulesof operation and

formed cooperation with the police, NGOs taking cafehomekss people and shelteesnd NGOs$or

medical assistancd he rules also set uggular communication with the employees of thunicipal

district Prague 9.

At the moment, the dzz 1 @ LINR sireéfchel avat 230 @ 8nconpasses 22 small
houses/caravanandhostsabout 70 homeless people. The area is open to all and has a good bgcess

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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all modes of transport. For more information aboutthedzz 1 @ LINE visi81 R2Y2 20S
http://www.denik.cz/galerie/bunkypro-bezdomovcena-klicovev-praze.html

Figure 10: Example of a caravan for homeless people in ez { @ LINE idtSeiMinkipa2 3O S
district Prague 9 (sourcdxttp://www.denik.cz/galerie/bunkypro-bezdomovcenaklicovev-praze.htm).

5.1.2 Participatory planning & management of urban agriculture

In Prague itizensareinvolved in the preparation process of municipal strategic docurnamd
neighbourhood planning activities through citizen discussionsogresh round-tableson spaial

planning. They are informembout changesMunicipality igaking into account i t i z eideas’ando wn
inventions, discussing their ideasthe municipal counciMulnerable groupsre only involved in the
planning activities on the neighbourhood level, but not in greparation processfanunicipal strategic
documents.

In community and neighbourhood involvement, four different tools are engaged:

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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stakeholder platforms,

workshops,

face to face meetings, and

consultaton exercises including surveys.

=A =4 -4 -4

The decisiormaking process gredominantlyinitiated by the municipalityand its departments

dtizenscan partly influence management of municipaitywned urban agricultural landthey can

discuss spatial distribution and usage of the pl&tsinerable groups are not specifically targetéde

most important communicationaols about urban agriculture in the municipality areinicipal website

and bulletin board. Other communication tooixludet he | oc al newspaper “Dev

Municipality hasa negative experience witharticipatory planimg process: in mosiccasionsit turned
out to bean opportunityfor loud and dissatisfied citizens to communicate with thenicipal
representatives fac¢o-face and the debats quickly escalated into noetopic related messNo external
expert was engged during the proces#$articipation methods are therefore not currently used. The
problem seems to havestroots inthe lack of knowledgef the citizens andn overbureaucratic system
in the Czech &public.At the moment, nunicipality doeshot have anystrategy to overcome these
barriers

5.1.3 Social inclusion through urban agriculture

The most critical vulnerable groups in the district Prague 9 are the homeless and elderly people,
followed by the unemployed and NEET. Another vulnerable grouphlaathe city finds relevant is

single mothers, while people with low income, mentally and physically handicapped, the Roma and
other ethnic minorities as well as migrants currently seem irrelevant for the authorities. The groups with
the most potential tobe involved in community gardening are elderly people and single mothers, as
they are the most active in public events, so the city decided to work with them as well as with the
homeless (with cca. 2385 people altogether) in the pilot action.

Economic apects

Several forms of businesses in Europe as well as glatvallyspecially appropriate f@mploying

vulnerable groupge.g. sociaénterprises, cooperatives etc.). In Pragu&8rdening Company Hortus
Spr av a,s.zoedmployghomeless peopleda.5). @mpaniesare also encourageit employ
members of vulnerable grougsy some mechanism&or example, companies in the Czech Republic can
consider specialagial criteria in the procurement processhich is the most relevant mechanism for

the emdoyment of the elderly, Roma, handicapped aidgle mothersi{ut basicallyfor all vulnerable
groupy. Still, employers are subject to speciguirementsfor specific procurements and employment
relations. Bisinesses caim theoryalsouse quotas to esurethe equality (e.g. gendedf work
environmentin their enterprisesbut there is no known case of the quotas in practice.
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Social aspects

In Prague 9, the departent of social affairsakes care of the homeless people, Roma and other ethnic
minorities as well as the elderlgeveral NGOs operate in the field of social inclusion on the city or
national |l evel, e. g.ProRmadSoctle ORSsme yuberable grougsuck dsi 7 )
Roma and ethnic minorities and the disabled, are integrated into regular education system, while NEET
andmentally handicappedhildren attend specialized forms of education. Outside formal education
system, vulnerable groups can attend lifelongrl@ng programs, which especially target elderly people.
Certain vulnerable groups are also entitled to sasoeial transferse.g. Roma in ethnic minorities to
welfareandmentallyand physicallynandicappedo extraordinary financial aids

Political asgcts

Social inclusion should be also supported by legislation and strategies. One of the most important
strategies, aimed to vulnerable groups in Prague, iS<3baception of solubn finding to homeless issue
in Prague 20122020 designed by the city of Prague munigigmpgoyees. The documeranalyseghe
issue of homeless people and conditipaeder which people lose their jobs and/or homes in Pradue
addresgsthese factorsn order todecreasahe number of the homeless people apdeventthe issue.

Physical and communication aspect

The preconditions for social inclusion of vulnerable groups are the adaptations of the physical
environment and communication. The distrarovides basic physical adaptations for physically
handicapped people, such as traffic lights with sound signals, embossed lines on sidewalks, ramps for
wheelchairs and lowloor buses. \¢tims of domestic violencean use a safe house and the homeless a
shelter. Vulnerable groups are also aided by social service centreeaithltaresystem;they can

attend programs for elderly peopler join the Roma club. THaulletin board at the front desk of the
municipality is adjustetb the needs of the blind, anemployees at the social municipal department
speak Roma dialect.

Good practices of social inclusiaf vulnerable groups

The most regular methods of social inclusion used in the municipality are formal and informal meetings
as well agliscussions amondgpé residentscreation and development of social networksd

organization of public event3he nunicipalityas wellasth& o c i a | servi cesalr@aagynt r
have positive experience with social inclusion, especially of the elderly, homelgse pealsingle

mothers
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5.1.4 Contribution of urban agriculture to sustainable urban development

The only important document, which addresses sustainability, is Spatial plan, which also ctakiems
care and setting rules for green spaces and fupliands but with no specific emphasis on sustainable
urban development.

Economic aspest

There are around00inhabitants involved in urban agricultune the Municipal districtPrague 9. acal

food productsarebeingsoldinr mi ng mar ket s i n t he tHeBistrotsTeele” an
Is no formalized informadxchange of locdbod products between citizens. There is also no information
aboutlocal restaurants being suped bythe local food products. Aiomass from urban gardens or

urban farmds notusedas a source of renewable energy. Prague 9 is fgmtential conflicts between

urban agriculture and investors dsvelopers would like to turn green spaces (orgnaf them) to a

built-up area.

Social asped

Thereare noexamples of urban agriculture as ateachmg t hod and/ or * nrlaabur al
agricultureis usedin bigger extenas a toofor improving social cohesion, for examjatemunicipal

events Their major environmental and edational outdoor events Mikroklima eventorganizedn the
park,where also urban agricultural activities take plagethese eventsitizens and/or children have

the possbility to become familiar with a smadicalegardenirg, waste management, water treatment,
neighbouring etcThereare noland use conflicts between recreational and urban agnigaltuse of

public green spaces. Thré50s and other interested stakeholdarg directly involved in urban
agriculture inthe municipality:

1 NGO Krocan, @.
T Environment al NGO NaZemi (“OnEarth”)
T Czech gardener” s association

Environmental aspect

Regarding environmental aspect of urbagriculture no special activities are taking place (e.g.
encouraging ecdarming principles oimplementing programmes of waste management).

Culturalaspecs

The popularity of urbarfood gardening can be explained as a spetialeo f “ | and ata achr
desireto be intouch with nature especially among the elderly. Local varieties and their preservation are
not an issue, although it is in the common interest to keep local urban agriculture diverseb&o
agricultural areas protected as a cultural heritage site.
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5.2 Municipality d Blagoevgrad (Bulgaria)

TheMunicipality ofBlagoevgrad is the largest by population and third by territory in the Blagoevgrad
region. It has a surface area of 621 and around 77000 inhabitantsTheMunicipality ofBlagoevgrad
is located in the Southest of Bulgaria, at the western part of the RRaodope mountain massif, is
composed of 26 villages and has population density of around 125 inhabitarksngefunicipal

centre, the city of Blagoevgrad (more than,0@0 inhabitants) is located in the ley of the Struma
River, athe altitude of360 m, near the soutlwestern slopes of Rila Mountain, on main road%¥ and
100 km south of Sofia. The town is located &0fkom the border with Macedonia, 100 km from the
border with Greece and 250 km fronhdssaloniki. Through the city passes the river Blagoevgradska
Bistritsa.

The relief is mountainous and valleys, with an average altitude of 959.8 meters. 80% of its territory falls
within the transitional continental climatic zone with strong influenceéhef warm Mediterranean Sea

air coming from the river valley. Other 20% located at high altitudes a&ysical mountain climate. A
significant part of the territory is occupied by forests, many of which need reconstruction. The river
network is thick ands formed mainly by small tributaries of the Struma River. Groundwater is common
for Blagoevgrad valley and cover parts of neighbour municipatti2gpnitsa, Boboshevo and

Kocherinovo. In Blagoevgratie groundwater flow is fed by the river BistritsdnéTmunicipality has 30

mi neral springs with temperature up to 55°C, w
peripheral nervous system, gynaecalmy problems, rheumatism, etc.

There are few big industrial subjects in the municipality and #ireyconcentrated in Blagoevgrad.

Trade and services form significant part of the municipal economy. The presence of two universities and
a lot of young people is boosting them and also providing qualified labour force. Agriculture and forestry
are important parts of the regional economy too.

There are more than 10 hotels in Blagoevgrad. Visitors can see a neighbourhood with old houses
"Varosha". The hot mineral water in Blagoevgrad is not widely utilized, but there is communal bath. The
mountains in the region offers a lot of places for hikamgl picnic. All the cultural institutions are in
Blagoevgrad-the theatre, museums, art galleries and cultural centres.

5.2.1 Characteristics of urban agriculture

TheMunicipality ofBlagoevgrad is promoting urban agriculture directly throughS$hmategy on the
management and disposition of municipal property of khenicipality ofBlagoevgrad for the period
2015¢2019andthe Programme for the management and disposition of municipal property of the
Municipality ofBlagoevgrad for the year of 201Throwgh these documentsviunicipal land fundas
been created that allows municipal agricultural land with size up to 10 acres tented for 1 or 5
years. Priority is given to indigent and vulnerable people. In addititumicipal development plan of the
Municipality ofBlagoevgrad 20122020mentions indirect supponhg mechanismsrelevant for
ensuringeffective functioning of agriculturesuch as improving integration links between producers,
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processors and traders of agricultural products (measure 1 &ig)ulating the development of organic
farming (measure 1.2.4), and support for the establishment of a local branch organization of local
producersas well agaising their awareness and qualification (measure 1.2.5).

TheMunicipality ofBlagoevgradeported seven urban agricultural siteBay care centre for disabled
children Zornitsgtherapeutic garden)Natural school Tvorilt§educational gardenBIOFarm Happiness
(environmental farm)Firstclass cedars for our firgfraders in our cityeducdional garden)Family
Kitanovfarm (local food + farm)iFamilyMitev farm (local food + farm) and several locations of
allotment gardensProject partners from thélunicipality ofBlagoevgrad also identified and mapped
potential new locations for urban agulture.

BIOFarm Happiness

TheBIOFarm Happiness an environmental farm in the village of Zelen Dol in the-pdyan area of
Blagoevgrad. It was established in 2012 by Mariya Derizhan and Rosen Angelov and stretches over 240
m?. It is open taall andhas a good accedy all transport modes. The farm is dedicatedeproduction

of a red Californian worm, which g@od forbio-natural composting and creation of humus. The farm

is often visited by volunteers from Europe and Agiho are offering hed in return for food and shelter.

For more information about th8IOFarm Happinesssit:
https://www.facebook.com/Tvorilci.Prirodno.Uchilishte/

https://www.facebook.com/BiOfermaHappy/

Project co-funded by the European Union
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Day care centre for disabtechildren Zornitsa

TheDay care centre for disabled children Zornissicated irthe centre of Blagoevgrad since 1993. It is
attended by children and adolescents with moderated severe intellectual disabilities. The capacity is
36 seats and the children are divided into three groups by ageaaledjree of disability. The centre has
an equipped rehabilitation room and psychomotor, logopedic cabinet for treatment of speech defects
and its own transportThrough good cooperation between social services, municipal administration,
NGOs and academic digs an opportunity has been created for children and young people to
participate in joint events with childrefifom regular educational systeandwith educational

institutions in Blagoevgrad.

Figurell: TheDay care centre for disabled childresrizitsain the Municipality ofBlagoevgrad (source:
http://www.blgmun.com/cat98/205/Zavedeniya zasocialni uslugi.Btml

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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TheMunicipality ofBlagoevgrad has developed the therapeutic garden in 2016. The reason was to help
the disabled children and to teach them about the colour and texture of flowers, herbs and fruits. The
production is in full use of the centre. The staff is preparing esslenits from herbs, which are being

used for aromaherapy on children, and a small numberstfawberryjam jars.

The size of a garden is only 1% but it has a table and chairs to rest. Due to the location in the city
centre, it has a good access bymatides of transport, although theisit ofexternal visitorss restricted
For more information about th®ay care centre for disabled children Zornutss:

http://www.bl gmun.com/cat98/205/Zavedeniya_zasocialni_uslugi.html

Natural school Tvoriltsi

TheNatural school Tvorilts$s an educational garden between the village of Riltsi and Blagoevifyad
minutes from the city centre. The name is a combinatbthe name of the village and a Bulgarian

word for creatiAagopePninng. “"Theridea of the g
different natural methods of work: planting seeds of fruits, herbs, vegetables; working with clay; ways of
making diving place, bathroom, refrigerator, toilet; researching different crystals; cleahmgvaste

from natural places; woodworking lessons; beekeeping; preparing natural food anddgegein

combination with herbgtc. The progranalsooffersachanceto sing, physical and breathing exercises,
walking in the woods, theatrical activitiesnd exercises for walking barefoot on different surfacasch

as sand, small pebblesd grass.

The garden was established in 2016 by Ivan Andonov and Kameliya Kostadiimeyaented the land
from the municipality for a period of one year. The surface stretches ovee@aites The garden has 2
yurts, which were built by the owners. Thatace it well accessibley bicycle and personal cdout not

so much byoot and public transport due to its location at thedge of the cityFor more information
about theNatural school Tvoriltsiisit: https://www.facebook.com/Tvorilci.Prirodno.Uchilishte/
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Figurel2: TheNatural school Tvoriltsn the Municipality ofBlagoevgrad (source:
https://www.facebook.com/Tvorilci.Prirodno.Uchilishie/

Firstclass cedars for ouirst-graders in our city

TheFirstclass cedars for our firgfraders in our citys an educational garden in tii2mcho Debelyanov
primary school in the urban area Bfagoevgrad. The idea for a garden came from a local NGO Biser
2000 that started the itiative with the school in 2016. Together they planted 400 deodar cedars in 8
rows in March 2017. They manageditcludechildren not only from thédimcho Debelyanov primary
schoolbut also from four other schools. The event was actively supportaégnesentatives from
organisationssuch aBulgarian Red Cross, Sowest State Enterprise OResponsible for the state
forest areas in SouthVest BulgaripandBiostroi Ltd, whichis a municipal enterprise taking cané

waste management. The rows doxated at the school yard and 664 children are currently involved
with the seeds and the baby deodar cedar growing. Their next step will be to find out where they can
plart new trees. For more information about the educational garénstclass cedarsofr our first
graders in our cityisit: http://www.chetvurtoblg.com/.

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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Figurel4: TheFirstclass cedars for our firgfraders in our cityn the Municipality ofBlagoevgrad
(source:http://www.chetvurtoblg.com/).

FamilyKitanovfarm

The vineyard is owned by a famidjtanov(a type of local food + farm) and is located in the village of
Dubrava7 km from Blagoevgrad.he farm is easilgccesed by bicycle and personal gdout poory by
foot and public transport due to its location at the edge of the city. The vineyard was established in
1990 and stretches over 10,00nThe owner is growing different types of grapeut the

predominant tyge is Saperavi. The wine is produced for the local market.

FamilyMitev farm

TheFamily Mitev farm (a type of local food + farm) is located in the village of Dubrakan from
Blagoevgrad. The owner of a small hotel with restaurant in Blagoevgrad is dedicatedrganic type
of living and has decided to produce some of the food for his restaumdms own garden. He has fruit

Project co-funded by the European Union
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trees, vineyard, vegetables and musbms. The garden was established in 2000 and stretches over
4,000 n?. Thesite is well accessiblgy bicycle and personal gdrut poory by footdue to its location at
the edge of the cityRublic transportconnections are average

Allotment gardens

Unde article 14(1) and 14 (2) from the Municipal property act, and untter article 82 (1/2) 82 (2)

and 83(2) from Ordinance on the order of procurement, management and disposal of municipal
property, 49 contracts with theviunicipality ofBlagoevgradiefine tenancy agreement for the period of

1 year and 34 contracter period of 10 years. There are no available data about spatial distribution of
this type of urban agricultural sig®r plots within theMunicipality ofBlagoevgrad.

Potential new locations for urban agriculture ithe Municipality of Blagoevgrad

Projectpartners from theMunicipality ofBlagoevgrad mapped all the possible locations in the city and
its peri-urban area, which can potentialbe used for urban agriculter(fkgure15). The land in red is
owned by the municipalitywhile the land inblue is governed by the municipalityut cannot be sold

due tothe uncompleted restitution process.
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Figurel6: Potential new locations for urban agriculture in thieinicipalty of Blagoevgrad.

5.2.2 Participatory planning & management of urban agriculture

In Blagoevgradall strategic documents defining the vision and priorities of the municipality are widely
discussed with the local community before thareadopted by themunicipal councilBlagoevgrad is

the only pilot area in the AgriGo4Cities project which takes special care of the participation of
vulnerable groups-they plan discussionwith target focus groups (thenemployed, people with low
income, elderly(65+), NEET, mentally and physically handicapp&itizens haveeveral options to be in
touch with the municipality They are invited to participatéroughinvitations on public places, in
buildingsand via social media channel®rcommunity and neighbourhooithvolvement,8 different
engagementools areused by the municipality

1 workshops,

1 live labs

i face to face meetings

1 web platforms

i social media

1 consultation exercisesncluding surveys

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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1 voting procedures
{1 awareness raising campaigns.

The decisionmaking process ipredominantlyinitiated by the municipalityvith the aim to directly
involve local communities in the implementatiohactions. In the field of urban agriculture, the
initiators are he private owner®f the landand the municipality itseliCitizens and vulnerable groups
are notinvolved in the management of municipglidwned urban agricultural land. The only such
communication activity is auctiorier the rent of municipal agriculture landvhichare opento each
citizenand the informatia about them ipublished on the municipal web page.

Municipality ofBlagoevgrad haalready implemented @articipatory planning process when envisaging
the Municipal Development Plan of thdunicipality ofBlagoevgrad 2D4-2020 Theprocess was run by
the municipality usingthe method of public forum, and a general experience was positive. Municipality
is also trying to educate their administrators on participatory planning by enrolling thequdlification
trainings. Currently, aommon proceduréhat the city administation uses to respond to a citizen
initiative is personal correspondence ametings withpeople,also with the help of the NGOs

5.2.3 Social inclusion through urban agriculture

The most important vulnerable groups in Blagoevgrad a&apfe with low income, elderly and NEET,
followed by the unemployed and mentally and physically handicapped. Homeless people, Roma and
other ethnic minorities as well as migrants, refugees and asylum seekers currently do not represent
relevant groups forlie municipality. Especially NEET and elderly people are strongly involved in
gardening, however, they usually tend to private gardens, so it remains a challenge to motivate them for
community gardening. In the AgriGo4Cities pilot action, Blagoevgrad istengork with the

unemployed, people with low income, mentally and physically handicapped, elderly and NEET,
altogether with28 people.

Economic aspects

Two cooperatives in Blagoevgrad, operating as a social enterprise, are already employing people with
disabilities, what builds a good basis for potential cooperation in the pilot action. Such companies can
rely on rational funding prograns for subsidized employment wtiinerable groupsespecially of NEET,
people with low income and the unemployed. Toee® subsidy, they need to fulfil some

requirements, which are defined by tliaw.

Social aspects

Roma community, NEET and children of other vulnerable gratgmvolvedn regulareducational
systemwith the exception of severelyandicappecthildren and youth who attendspecialized forra of
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education. Outside formal education system, tieemployed, peoplavith low income, Roma
community andNEETan attend pofessional trainings, freef-charge qualification courses atifelong
learning programs.

Catain vulnerable groups, in Bulgaria especially sinemployed, people with low income, Roma
communityandNEETare also entitled to somsocial transfers, such as welfare, extraoraynainancial
aids, scholarships as well@ducational courses and pragns

Blagoevgradhosts11 institutions for social services, 9 of which are designed for adults and 2 for
children.Social institutions for adult¢e.g.shelters,day care cengsetc.) gply social services tailored
to the individual characteristics of users. The activities are aimed to develomslatied in everyday
life, to shorten theperiod ofsocial exclusiorand toacquire work habits(i.e. occupational therapy

Politicalaspects

Concerning social inclusion, Blagoevgrad relActiion plan for the Roma integration 20PD19, which
identifies the steps and gives tigeiidelines fothe implementation of the municipal soceconomc
integrationpolicyfor the Roma people. It is following tmational and EBRoma integration strategies
The second important document is the municipanual plan for development of social servicefich
describes the scope, activities and annual plan of 25 municipal social services.

Physical and communication aspects

Besides basic adaptations of the physical envirentior physically handicapped peopiéraffic lights

with sounds signals, embossed lines on sidewalks, ramps for wheeleliagrsnunicipality also

provides a safe house for childrenrék andanorpharage family-type accommodation centras well

as aninformal cente for shelter and support fdinding jobs and resocialization. Additionally, a
municipality’s website is adapted for the blin
medical mediators.

Good practices of socianclusion of vulnerable groups

During the “ We e krepekentatikies fromilve datisnal pabkIRifa’presented stories to
the children at nur 3%he $tate Forestysspohsoredrthe Bridergamea with 80a d .
cypresses which wenglanted into the yard and around the nursery. The Municipal company
“BIOSTROYI s uppor t e doypahtiag flowers into thetyard=a nore information abouthe

good practice visithttp://www.blgmun.com/news3380/styrjestvenaprogramai-detskismgh
malchuganiteot-dg-rosapreobrazihadvora-na-detskotozavedenie.html
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5.2.4 Contribution of urbaagriculture to sustainable urban development

The most important document for achieving urban sustainabiliMusicipal development plan of the
Municipality ofBlagoevgrad 20122020 which also takes into account urban food gardening.

Economic aspects

The number ofnhabitants involved in urban agricultureestimated at around 100The urban

agricultural products are being sold lmcal producer®nceper weekin an open market for local fud in

Bl agoevgrad ( Pazar / nathiatpg of prdducts is minck biggethereissno n e e d
formalized informakxchange of locdbod products between citizens. Tieeis an emerging trend that
parents who feed their children by organic food, and they try to buy the products srmall local
producersor to grow their ownfood. Exchanging the vegetables, fruits and heHas thereforebecome

very commonSomelocal restaurantare supdied by local foogroducts; a small hotel Kartalzen has

its own production of vegetables.#omass from urban garderor urban farmss notusedas a source

of renewable energy. So far, theage no conflictbetweenurban agriculture and investors.

Social aspe&

Therearetwo examples of urban agriculture as a teachingethodand/ or * nat vthe@Day | ab
care centre for disabled children Zornitsad Natural school Tvoriltswhich is educational garden for
children So far, uban agriculturehasnot beenused as a tool for improwg social cohesiof.hereare

no land use conflicteetween recreational andrban agricultural us of public green spaces. One NGO

in the municipality idirectly involved in urban agricultureBiser 2000a local associatiomctivein the

field of the environmentind folklore Theyhavetwo folklore dance clubs and aesfounder andan

organizer of several dancing festivals.

Environmentalaspecs

In general, he municipality is following theenvironmental policylt adopted Municipal Rygram for
waste management 2022020with specific measures, deadlines afuhds forfinancing withthe aim
to create and support an optimal environment through effectivestemanagementln the field of
urban agricultureprivate farms are keener on follng the ecefarming principlesthat is why the
customers are loking for homemade products

Culturalaspect

Bulgarians like to be in touch with their land; taking care of even a small plot is a priority for most of the
people. Nowadays, a lot of young people are trying to produce some vegetables or herbs for their own

use. Local vagties and their preservation is not an issue of local urban agriculture. No urban agricultural
area is protected as a cultural heritage site.
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5.3Municipalityof T S1 S&AFSKSNIIt NJ 61 dzy 3+ NB O

The city of Székesf ehér thdlargestityon€CentraéTdansdanubia,géhet r a |
centre of Fej ér ¢ ountlywasatimedcapigazoBHurgary iretheédViiddlcdAgesiD i s t
one of the most 1 mportant <cities of Hungary, s
Roman Cathiac bishopric, one of the oldest in the country, and was formerly a town of great

importance, being the coronation and burial place of the Hungarian kings from theot@e 16"

century. Amongst its principal buildings are the cathedral, the episcapate, several convents, of

which the most noteworthy is the Jesuit convent, now a Cistercian secondary school with a handsome
church, and the county hall. Székesfehérvar i s
the first king of Hungarybuilt a church, which served as the coronation church for the Hungarian kings.
In the same churclsome fifteen kings were buried (Wikisource 2015). In 1§48l into the hands of

the Turks, who destroyed Szék eckthem.Htéemainkdundean i m
Turkish occupation until 1686 and was rebuild latethia 18" century. The city was also heavily

damaged during World War Il (Infoplease 2012).

Fejér county (capital i s Székes hmukatovdensilyof@ d a
inhabitants peikm?in 2015. Besides the Hungarian majority there are two main minorities, Romani
people (approx. ,000) and Germans &00). Religious adherence in the county isgominantly

Catholic (around 3) (Wikipedia 2017)

5.3.1 Characteristics of urban agriculture

TheMunicipalityofSz é k esf ehér var promoted ur Eavitonmegtali c ul t
condition 2015 The document mentions a call that allowed kindergartens, schools, institutions, owners
of familyhouses and representatives of muihivelling houses to apply for plants, seeds and potting soil.
Altogether, 469 applications arrived to the local government and the interest has been increased
comparsonto the previous years. In addition, tEnvironnental protection program 20k2017of the
Municipality ofS z é k e s fdieebtlg menti@ns community gardens as a possible tool for increasing
sustainability and awareness.

TheMunicipalityofSz é k esf ehér var has fHaletakeri(corbnaunity gamglen), c u | t
{ T+ NIcomiBnity garden)Feketehegy, enclosed garden@eisure farms)Maroshegyg enclosed
gardens 1(leisure farms), anilaroshegyc enclosed gardens (@eisure farms)Project partners from

the municipality also identified some potential new locations for urban agriculture.

Palotakert community garden

ThePalotakertis a small community garden in a large residential, ruwtelling area of
Székesf eheéer wagbuiltid20E wighahe tthannial suppartthe municipality and the
process was managed by the Székesfehérvar.i Ker

88



)

HILCTITICY -

EUROPEAN UNION

Danube Transnational Programme
AgriGod4cCities

Sz é k e s f.2Themurigality provided 1,000,000 HUF3=2 00 €) f or tofthe est atk
garden and the association now rerithe whole area from the municipality for J@00 HUF (40€ ) per
year. The companies from the caysomaterialy supportiedthe establishment of the garden. The works
were done by local residenté. plotandusage of the tools ardree, but the gardeners have to support

the association with 2500 HUF 8= €) per year. The association or
the webpage and provides useful information for the gardeners.

The garden covers 1,05Cmndis dividedinto 15 individual plots and common gardening areas. It is
enclosedwith afence and equipped with smadcale facility for the storage of tools and a short rest. The
area is easily accessible to users by unmotorised transport modes (on fobydndycleand a bit
harderby motorised means (public transport and personal car). For more information abo&atiote:

kert community garden visitattp://ker tbarik.hu/index.php/kozosseekertek/palotavarosikozossegi

kertek

2’székesfehérvari Kerdmaofatg&ngdesiltngeti {f ASsdlcéeaftéehérvar) w
they have been operating as an association since 2012. It was founded by 64 members, but everybody can join if accepting
the basic rules of the association. The main goals are tdbkstaweltkept home gardens, environment protection and

planting flowers. The members provide professional help, advices and trainings for gardeners (not just the gardeners from
the community gardens). They try to improve green areas in the whole cipydwding plants to the local people in their
neighbourhoods. More information is available attp://www.kertbarik.hu/.

Project co-funded by the European Union
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5 A B T

Figurel7: ThePalotakert community garden in thddunicipality ofSz é k esf eh ér var ( sou
http://kertbarik.hu/index.php/kozossegkertek/palotavarosikozossegkertek).

{ T+ NEomhiily garden

The{ T t NEomMdpity gardemwas established next to a primary school in a socially segregated
Feketehegy6 z ar azr ét nei ghbour hood i n Székesfasapatr var
of social rehabilitation (EU funded project, KD&RP.1/D212).28 Given that the construatin of the

garden was part of a wider project, the municipality was mamgthe whole process. The main
stakeholders and initiators of the garden are
gardening i n Sz ék e-mdkeshlécal kesidents, and tlee schdol. Thefatures i 0 n
gardeners were involved into the construction processisthe building of the community started even
before the gardening itself. The plots and the tools are free to use. The garden is now managed by the
SZkésfehérvari Kertbarat Egyesiul et (Associati on
conditions and with the same services as in the cageatiftakert community garden (see above).

The garden covers 1600°rand is dividednto 25 plots. The commmwarea is open for albut the plants
are protected with a fence. There is a srrable facility for the storage of tools and a short rest. The

28The Feketeheg$z 4r azr ét nei ghbour hood was i de ntheilntegratetl urbam an ar e
development strategy (2062013). The project was financed from the Central Transdanubian operative programme. The
tot al amount of support was 1,199,178, 708 HUF (= 3,87 mi
elements were emphasized besides physical renewal. The cooperation with the civil sector was also important. The main
physical novelties were: creating a community centre in the local primary school, renovation of the school, building of
parking places, resvation of the kindergarten, building of playgrounds, renovation of churches, renewal of roads and
sidewalks, and installing of a surveillance camera system. For more informatiohtyisifwww.proalbaregia.hu/szocialis
varosrehabilitaciqpictures) https://www.szekesfehervar.hu/szocialimrosrehabilitacieszarazreten
http://www.feketehegyszarazret.hu/feketeheggzarazrefelene

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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area is easily accessible by all means of transport. For more information abdutithe NEomidity
gardenvisit: http://kertbarik.hu/index.php/kozossegkertek/szarazretkozossegkertek.

Feketehegy enclosed gardens

TheFeketehegy enclosed garder&(a type of leisure farms) represent an area of 4800 small
private plots at t 8&mllheudemethe pldts sBrees & restirfg pldc@gnmravea r .
cases alséor living) and storagefor the tools. Originallythese places were just leise gardensbut

they are graduallypeing transformedSome plotdbecame residential placegithout any agricultural
activity, others remained leisure farms with a small hqugleere people can spend more daysit they
are not suitable for living, and sa@gardens only hava small house for the tools.

There is no association of the owngess the main stakeholders are timunicipality, the local

representatives and the people hang aplot in the areaMany of themwant to change the legdand
useclassiication of the plotswhich iscurrentlyagriculturaland thus the land is much harder to sell

They also lobby to change the legal status of the area to become an inner part of the city, since there is
a lack of development processes and some problentis tive roads and utilities.

Maroshegyc enclosed gardens 1

TheMaroshegy enclosed gardens (A type of leisure farms) represent an ared60-200 small
private plots at tanekhaw thgsamexharaSeristids beFéketdhégyg v a r
enclosed gardenee above)Small housesre set up at the plots which seras a resting place and for
the tools but mostly not for living. Originallyhese places were just leisure gardehst they are
graduallybeing transformedMany ofthe plotsbecame residential placegithout any agricultural
activity, others remained leisure farms with a small hqueleere people can spend more dapsit they
are not suitable for livingand somegardensonly havea small house for the tools.

There is no assation of the ownersso the main stakeholders are tmaunicipality, the local

representatives and the people hang aplot in the area Many of themwant to change the legdand
useclassification of the plotsvhich iscurrentlyagriculturaland thus tte land is much harder to sell

They also lobby to change the legal status of the area to become an inner part of the city, since there is
a lack of development processes and some problems with the roads and utilities.

29The enclosed gardens became individual legal category in Hungary when there was a minor change in the socialist political
system at the ed of the 1960s. There was a tacit agreement between the power and the people. The socialist party gave
more freedom to the people and in return they did not oppose the system. These kinds of plots were established in the
peripheries of the cities in the p& without asphalt roads and public utilities, and there was a lack of urban planning during

the process. Enclosed gardens are perceived as individual plots, and no special community sense in connection to agriculture
developed in the area.
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Maroshegyc enclosed gardens 2

TheMaroshegyg enclosed garden® (a type of leisure farms$ an area ofLl50-200 small private plots
at t he edge oviththe zaén& achardcteristiés asa&aketehegy enclosed gardenand
the Maroshegyg enclosed gardens (see above)3mall housesre set up at the plots which seras a
resting place and for the toglbut mostly not for living. Originallyhese places were just leisure
gardensbut they are graduallpeing transformedMany ofthe plotsbecame residential placegithout
any agricultural activity, others remained leisure farms with a small hausere people can spend
more daysbut they arenot suitable for livingand somegardensonly havea small house for the tools.

There is no association of the owngess the man stakeholders are thenunicipality, the local

representatives and the people hang aplot in the areaMany of themwant to change the legdand
useclassification of the plotsvhich iscurrentlyagriculturaland thus the land is much harder to sell

They also lobby to change the legal status of the area to become an inner part of the city, since there is
a lack of development processes and some problems with the roads and utilities.

Potential new locations for urban agriculture ithe Municipality of§ S1 Sa F SK S NJJt NJ

Projectpar t ner s fr om Sz édimepsténgahnéw locations Brmpubaniadricukutbat

can utilised in a long ternTheyreferred tolntegrated urban development strategyhich identifies rust
belts inside the town that areeeded to be regenerated by converting them into green areas as a
possible solution for the future. The most important place in this term is the area around the heating
plant for which there are plans to utilize it another way and move outside the aiyréil8). The
secondinteresting place is an area around former residential buildings of the Soviet army. It is not a
typical industrial rust belt but the buildings were abandoned and in bad condition. The local government
started to establish a universitampus there and subranches of universities from Budapest started to
operate there in the past few years. It is a recent and stlfoimg project. There is also another
abandoned former military place next to the campus without buildings but the ferireal estate
development just startediaking placehere recently.
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Razliri seransko plodéo

Székestenérvir, Fojér 9

Figurel8: Potential newlocation for urban agriculturenithe area of a heating plant in thiglunicipality
ofSzékesfeheéervar

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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5.3.2 Patrticipatory planning & management of urban aduiail

In the Municipality ofS z é k e s f @izersare i@volyed ia the preparation processrafnicipal

strategic documents, as the municipality uses a broad participatory apptodnform the citizens and

to gathertheir ideas The situation is similar on the neighbourhood level, where each part of the city has
a municipal representative, who gathateas and visions of the citizermsostly at workshops.

Vulnerable groups are not specifically targeted. Trdgferent engagemat tools areused for

community and neighbourhood involvement

71 stakeholder platforms
1 workshops,
1 web platforms.

The decisiormaking processalthough predominately toglown, occasionally relies on grasets

initiatives whichpromote and encourage chang#sat are endorsed by the municipaliySome

processes can also be viewed as ggovernance, amunicipality representatigs search for and

support grassootslocal initiativeswhile NGOgresent theirideas to local representatives

municipality adminigation. For example,lie municipalitygavetwo vacant areaso interested NGO®

use them as public gardeasid occasionally supports their activities. However, citizens arémotved

in the management of municipay#owned urban agricultural land, drthe same applies to vulnerable
groups. Newsbouturban agriculture is spread throughtmeu ni ci pal i ty’ s website

TheMunicipality ofS z é k e s fhasmé&veimpiemented aparticipatory planning process. This can be
explained bythe lack of such tradition in Hungary dfcitizen initiativeoccurs, grocedurefor a

response othe city administratiorheavily depends on the topic, which influences the decision whether
there is a need for municipal involvement or not.

5.3.3 Social inasion through urban agriculture

Vulnerable group, defined as the most relevanSiz € k e s f, axebhémeless peoplepentally and
physically handicapped, NEET and Roma commdaitywed by people with low income and elderly.

The unemployed, ethnic mamities (other than Roma) and migrants, refugees or asylum seekers are not
municipality’s priority, especially because th
engaged in gardening, and the most active are elderly pedpeplan to workThemunicipalityplans

to work with elderly, Bmacommunityandthe disabled(25-35 people altogethern the pilot action.

Economic aspects

InNS z é k e s f terdhnérprofé arganizations employ mentally and physically handicapped people,
and one is already cooperating with the project partner CTRIA. In Huregenpaniesan receive EU
grants toemploy vulnerable people all disadvantaged groupbsted inthe Commision Regulation (EU)
No 651/2014as well apeople with changed working abilities (mentally or physically handicapped)
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while institutions provideawareness raising programmabout social exclusion. If they receive grants,
they need to ensure atain duration of the work contracts, regular salary apegsial working
conditions EU grans are also used for problem assessment in this regardaaraateness raising
Hexible employments especially promoted, which presentg@od opportunityfor women or
handicapped peoplé balancetheir professionalnd private life.

Social aspects

Pupils with special educational needs (learning disorders, learning difficultieexdysllysgraphia,
dyscalculia)young people with family or behavioural problemasderprivilegedand multiple
disadvantaged pupilare integrated in regular education syste8pecialized educati@hforms exist for
moderately and severely mentally physically handicappechildren.Forms of mformal educatiorare
predominantlynot desgned forvulnerable groupsbut addresshe whole societyand are mostly
projectbased.Vulnerable groups are also entitled mameroussocial transferssuch astate social
allowances (tax benefits, aftehildren, for disabled peoplejegular sociahllowance (on municipality
level),benefitsin kind (on municipality levelgllowances for people withpecial needs (and for carers),
and special benefits, such pablic transport allowance for disabled gale (free or reduced with 90%),
caring systemdr homeless people (food, place to sleep, daytime faeholaship programmes for
Roma peoplefree food in schools for children congirirom families with low income, arsgrvices for
children with learning difficulties

The most visible NGOs or asstioias inS z € k e s f whithéarevdéaling with social inclusion of
vulnerable groups, ar€ivil Centre Charitable Foundati@@i v i | Centrum K@ehasznl
Help at home Associatiq®z é k esf ehér var i Ot tamddgssoci&iengopebplerwkh Al a |
large familiefNa gy csal adojok Egyesiiul et e

Politicalaspects

The most important documents of social inclusiorsiz é k e s faee thé Equadity Progra@013-
2017andIntegrated Urban Development Stratedyhe most relevant policy instrumeirt this regard is
Equality progranfnumber 47Sz é kesf ehér var Megyei Joggy®¥alk oség
Programja 201:32017).1t defineslegal backgrand andstrategic environmenas well asdentifies
vulnerable groups and problems. The mdéetected vulnerablayroups are the peoplving in extreme
poverty and the Bma peoplethe minors, women, elderly people and thandicappedFor each group
the document provides an analys current situationand describeselevant fields of inclusiarThe
program alsadentifiesthe role ofa civic societyand forprofit organizations, local partnerships and the
inhabitants in generallThe document concludes withe action planThelntegrated Urban
Development Strategis the most important poty documenbn development goals of the towftom
2014to 2020 Secial antisegregation plams includedwhich identifies the most compromised parts of
the town, affected by segregatigmnd desigs aplan for thar development. Identified need for sotia
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inclusionalsoappearsn other parts of the documenand is explicitly stated ashorizontal goafsee
pages 7896 in the above mentioned document)

Physical and communication aspects

Municipality’s infrastructure and transport se
There are embossed sidewaksdtraffic lights with sound fothe blind people Low-floor busesenable
transport of people withwheelchairs a well as withbaby-carriers(although not albusesare adapted)

Crisis Management Centre provides shelter for homeless peufitediverse services: warm food, daily
warm place, night shelter, temporary accommodatitime workersalso offersocial help on the streets

The same organization also managjesne for familiesn need,mostly for young mothers wittheir

children Furthermore, municipality’ s website is ad
employee speaks sign language. Roma public autholstaare of the Roma community.

Good practices of sociahclusion of vulnerable groups

Sz é k e s fset hpéseveradl mechanisms for social inclusion, which show positive results, among them
municipal grant schemes (money;kind transfers/benefits on d@and),backlog managementaseby-
case support of employment services for (re)integratsupport of mobility enhancing tools for PRMs
(mopeds) caseby-case support for reintegratioof (motivated) personsvho abused drugsupportof
handicapped peopléor renting an accommodation, owned by municipalgypportof homeless people
forrentingan* e x i t i ng’  dochelptmmerdegrationinto society legal assistance for
homeless peoplgorganisational cooperatiom managing ceexistence isses ofhomeless people living
on the street as well agstitutional, public and private/NGO partnership in everyday situatidrne
initiator of such practices depends on the vulnerable groups it targets, and rangeNfEa)

charitable organizations, lat social institutiorand themunicipality itself Three most often used
methods of social inclusion Bz é k e s faee Bogial kiefpgreation and development of social
networksand provision of jobs for the handicapped people.

Thebest exampleof a NGO dealing with social inclusierthe localAssociation of gardeningvhich
manages two communi ty IgmangnmnemiersbatongSathe greup bf elthedyr v a
people andoupils with special needsom a local specializesichooloccasbnally comeo the garden to

do small gardening worlNext to oneof theirgarders( S z a r imazamédnity placewherethey

organize community events and workshops every third Wednesday of the mohéplace is used by
severalcitizens living in theicinity of the garden.

The best practice of social inclusion, identified by the cithie “ Dax yh a @ fcpeomotesdodial
integration,raisesawarenessand demonstrates the services that associations offer to dedpbled
people. Thyofasbaonoe”“ Was hel d20ldnthebeatrewwfi ddIl e of
S z é k e s f Mahyasswucrtions participated the interactive programmePeople couldry how to
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walk with a guide dodwith covered eyesdr how to move with a wheelchaif.he reportage (with
pictures) is availableere.

5.3.4 Contribution of urban agriculture to sustainable urban development

A sustainable urban development framewankS z é k e s fcentai@srthreé documentdntegrated
Urban Development Strategy, which mostly addressesrgetic modernization, mobility angreen
areas, Environmental Condition 2015, which addre#isestate d the environment, problems and
positive and negative processes in the pasid Environmental Protection Program 2022017, which
triesto strengthen the environmentallgwareway of thinking

Economic aspest

The number of inhabitantanvolved in urba agriculture, is estimated to 20fctivists, which are
involved in certain actions (treplanting, gardening etf. As thereis no noticeable local food production
within its urban bordersno local food productareincluded into local food marketsnly products from
fringe areas up to 25 kilometres from the town. Otherwide tity itself has a large agricultural/food
processing sectofThereis no formalized informadxchange of locdbod products between citizens
(althoughinformal ways do exist)There is also nlecal restaurantwhich would besupgdied with local
food products. Adiomass from urban gardens or urban farrmsiotusedas a source of renewable
energy. So far, therare no conflictbetweenurban agriculture and investors.

Socialaspecs

Asecondaryschool foragricultural studiegperates inthe citywittn educati onal gar d
km from Sz ék sechdoleffeeeducaioral progréimemes in agriculture and food industry and
providesvocational trainings (miller, tk&r, butcher, milk processor). Urban agriculture is also used as a
tool for improving social cohesion, mainly thre smallscale social events, organizedthg Association

of Gardeni ng iwhch &risethegarilendrséandwranizesrkshops trips for the

members and smalcaleeventsat the two community gardensSo far, there have not been any

conflicts between recreational and urban agricu#l use of public green spacesiréde NGOsire

directly involved in urban agriculture the municipality:

T Sz&Kehérvari KedAssocmtodf Baydeiieg ,in Székesf
T Jancséar ke+kareEgsyaerskid rettyind\te estaldisHaradl oo markey,
1 Gaj a KOor ny e z etGaja&EhdronbentaleAssdclateon
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Environmental aspect

Themain environmental contributions of urbamgéculture inS z é k e s faee haisimgenéronmental
awarenessand promotinghealthy and envirdriendly gardening techniqueas well as planting the

trees. EEo-farming principles (npesticides, no chemical fertilisera)e encouraged or regued in two
community gardenspromoted by theAssociatioro f  Gar deni ng iTheredezné specalf e h é
programmes on waste management in urban agricultural areas.

Cultural aspecs

Sofarur ban agriculture i n Székaspafteflndlrcustoms ahdabgs. n o t
Howeveran ol d urban area Felsévaros ( Up pdathewhaevn)
city, as many farmers lived there in the pdsical varieties and their preservatias notan issueof the

local urban agriculture, alsw agricultural areas protected as a cultural heritage site

5.4 Municipality ofVaslui (Romania)

TheMunicipality ofVaslui is the residence of Vaslui Couybigtonging to the NorthEast Regigrand it is
situated in the centre of Barlad Plateau, in Vaslui depression, at an altitude of 90m (in the industrial
area) and 170m (at copou par k). Th@O ichabitants.3hep o p
climae there is temperatecontinental, with sudden passages from one season to another, and with
forest steppe areas. The average annual temperatures are arour@,® degrees Celsius, with
approximately 120 days of frost and 70 days with temperatures ar@dndegrees Celsius. Vaslui
Municipality is crossed by the Barlad, Vaslui and Delea rivers, as well as by irregularly spread
underground streams, with low discharges. Both the flora and the fauna are typical of the forest steppe.
The city has beautifulpask and | ei sure areas for a most enj o)
parks are oases of verdure with trees and shrubs, meadows and decorative plants: Copou Park and
Youth Park.

5.4.1 Characteristics of urban agriculture

TheMunicipality ofVaslui identified three general planning documents that are indirectly relevant
because theyarget infrastructural modernisation and development of utilities (water, gas, electricity,
etc.) in the areaddentified ashaving gpotential for urban agrictire. These are theocal development
strategy, the Area town planningand theGeneral urban plannindNone of themexplicitly references
urban agriculture.

However, urban agriculture is an actiwtyth long tradition inVasluj as it can be traced batt the
establishment of the city. It is mainly practicedhe form of family gardens. The dwellings in the city
consist of apartment buildings aruseswith larger or smaller garden areas. Figa&shows
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residential areas with a higher share of fangbrdens (yellow colour; areas10), asthey occupy larger
land surfacesHowever people practice urban agricultuia other neighbourhoodss well Aimost each
householdwith a small plot ofandgrowsvegetables, fruit trees and ornamental plants. Ttewn
productsare mostly used for domestic consumption. In some cases, they are alsatsioédlocal
markets or directly to consumer$hisworksasaninformalexchange chain between hoblayd other
producersandconsumers.

{ Hartafarititlu 8 o - 5

Scrieti o descriere pentru hartd

Google Earth

Figurel9: Residentiadreas with higher share of family gardens (yellow colour; are&6)llocation of
the Marius Gorcia Farm (orange colour; area &@yatter gardens (areas 12, 14 and 15), allotment
gardens (green colour; area 1&)d potential newspatial arrangements afrban agriculture (red
colour; areas 12 and 13) in thunicipality ofVaslui.

Most of the peopldrom 50 to 80 yearsf agewere moved to Vaslui by force during the communist
period in order to provide workforce for the industry. In many cases, théyhatilecloserelatives in the
rural areaswhere agriculture is the main activitgnd they offer tdhelpthem working in the fields.
Consequently, a lot of inhabitants livingapartment buildings maintain strong connectiongh the
rural areas outsidé¢he city. However, public administrators of thunicipality ofVasluinoted that
some of the inhabitantdiving inapartment buildings, arenterested ingardeningnear their homes and
in the city. In some rare cases, the residents already organiseor gardening activities right in front
of the buildings To address these initiatives, thMunicipality ofVaslui identified a series of potential

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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new locations for urban agricultur@vhichmostlytarget retired peopledreas 12 and 18n figure 19).
Thesdocations could alsbelp other disadvantaged groups with lower economic statnkocannot
afford to buy or rent urban land for agricultural activities.

Marius Gorcia farm

Marius Gorcia farmmepresensa mixture of areducational farm and a type of local food + farmthe
Municipality ofVaslui Marius Gorcia with his wife established the farm in 2011. The project was
supported by the European Unidghrough theRural Development Programme, Measure & 5&tting

up of young farmerg40,000 EUR). The owners are directly involved in planting, harvesting and selling
food on the local market. In addition, they also cooperate with local schools a few times a year, mostly
during the progranDifferent schoolveeks when childen and studentsre brought to thesite to learn

how to plant and harvest vegetables. The farm consists of three greenhouses that stretch over?3000 m
Access is restricted due to land ownership rights. Transport accessibility for users (target
group/resicents) is good by foot, bicycle and personal ezad average if @ublic transports used

Squatter gardens

TheMunicipality ofVaslui encompasséwo biggerareas ofsquatter gardengareas 12and 14 onfigure

19) and a large number of smaller areas located in front of the apartment buildings which is difficult to
record. Area 15 on figure 15 is an example of susimall squatter gardenthe agricultural activities
startedin these areas the communist periodvhen the owners of the apartments moved in from the
countryside.The squatter gardenare placecon municipal derelict land (brownfield area) with
temporary use of spac&he municipality does not have amyolvement;it only unofficially permits the
agricudture activities until the land will be used for other purpos@gea 12 is also identified as a

potential new spatial arrangement afirban agricultureas a pilotareain the AgriGo4Citiegroject The
squatter gardens arequipped with snall-scale faciliesfor the storage of tools and a short regthey

are well accessible by foot, bicycle, and personal car on the one hand and on average by public transpot
on the other hand.

Allotment gardens

Theallotment gardensn this particular casare privately owned (area 16 on figure 16). ¥here
established in 1990s on a derelict land (brownfield area) not suifablany other purpose than
agriculture The allotment gardens stretaver 1 hectard¢oday. The land owner rents the plots 20
beneficiaries for a symbolic amourthearea is placed right next to a local river which is the main
source of irrigationlt is openly accessible and hasnaad-scale faciliy for the storage of tools and a
short rest The transport accessibility by fqdiicycle, and personal cargood andaverage by pulic
transport.
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5.4.2 Patrticipatory planning & management of urban agriculture

The Municipality ofVaslui involvesitizens in the preparation process both, municipal and
neighbourhood level. Oring the elaboration omunicipal strategic documents, for exampdéjzens and
stakeholders were invited to participatend theirproposals were discussed and integrated itite

plans and strategie®efore the final approval, the draft documenigere also available for final
observations. Neither on the municipal nor on the neighbourhood level a special effort to directly
involve vulnerable groups in planning activities was made. Altogether, five engagement tools are used:

1 face to face meetings

1 workshops

1 web platforms

1 consultation exercisencluding surveys
{1 voting procedures

A decisioAmaking process the municipality ipredominantly* t -o p w mnitigted by the
municipality withthe aim to directly involve local communities in the immplentation. Neithercitizens
nor vulnerable groups are directigvolved in management dhe municipalit-owned urban agricultural
land. So fargecisions related to urban agricultubave not beercommunicatedwith citizens, NGOs
andother interested orgaisations.

TheMunicipality ofVaslui haglready implemented @articipatory planning process during the
elaboration of municipal strategic documenie participatory process was mainly managed by
relevant external experts, whilthe methodology depend# on thelegalrequirements for each strategy
or plan.It wasestimatedthat participationhada positive impact on final proposaldty adminigration
commonly responses to a citizen initiatjwehen it getsa written request. The local authority analgse
the request and if it has an objective justificatjans debatedat the Local Council public meeting and
votedfor/against it However, theparticipatoryplanning is stilat an initial phaseNo programs,
initiatives oractionsfor training of the stuff or citizens fqrarticipatory planningre currently in
progress. Future steps are mainly oriented towardseasing the confidence of the citizens that their
involvementis reallyimperant f or the city’'s development.

5.4.3 Saial inclusion through urban agriculture

The most relevant vulnerable groups in Vasluitaeeelderly, followed byhe unemployed and people

with low income mentally and physically handicapped peoptewell as th&koma community. The
municipalitycurrertly finds homeless people, NEET, ethnic minorities (other than Roma) and migrants,
refugees or asylum seekers irrelevafit.the moment, i vulnerable group is involved in gardening. For
the pilot action, Vasui intends tine elderlyand children, cca. 280 peoplealtogether.
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Economic aspects

InVasui, no business currently employs members of vulnerable groups, although at least three
mechanisms encourage such employment. Thé&dwalas well as the Local Employmergeho/

support job fairs and orgarezqualification coursesgqualification andorofessional trainingfor

unemployed peopleThese measures target theemployedand young people aged between 16 and

25. The unemployed, who are involved in any of listed activities, must then be employatéaist 6
months, and the companies who want to employ young people from such programmes need to be
licensed bythe National Employment Agency. The second mechanismasi@alpr o gr a mmap “ St
Nat i on Rahiohaangetatheinemployed people vih special skills for a stattp company. A

start-up business, financed by this programme, must employ a minimum of 2 people for 3 years
(however, the employees can change). The employment of vulnerable grabpsunemployed(among
those especially singlparents or people older tha4b year$, the disabled and fresh graduatess also
encouraged by specific national laws and measures, which demand that the unemployed keep the job
for at least6 months the disabled for at leasit8 months the utnemployedover 45 years or single

parents forat least 2 yearand the gaduatesfor at least 3 yearsThe Romanian law algoovides

incentives (such as lower taxes on salaries and incomes) for the social entetgrisgspersons

belonging to vulnerable groupblowever there iscurrentlyno such enterpriseperating in the

municipal areaso Vaslui municipality suggests to include the measures to encourage its establishment
as one of the objectives in the action plan, outlined in the AgriGo4Cities project.

Socal aspects

In Romaniayulnerable groups arpredominantlyintegrated in regular formal educatio@ther
educational opportunities arenostly provided by the county employment agency. The agency is
certified to perform continuouprogrammes which target vulnerable groufsyveral social patiesat
the national leveknsuresocial welfare Scial measures are applied atocal level through social
servicedepartments. Depending atfie vulnerable group and its specific needs, thare several
institutions that provide social servicdsor example, the municipality providsscial helgfor people
with no income or low incomegontributes to theirheatingexpenses or for renovation ald housesit
providesfree meals at the socialanteen,encourages activities aocial clubs fothe elderly ¢ultural
andsportsactivities as well as healttare),andin case of emergency situatiortee municipality
provides financial funds for poor familidsalso reserves some funds form tleeal budgefor social
scholarships for poor studentprovidedby the schoolsYoung studentsalsoreceivea snack each school
daythrough a national programme

In addition, tvo NGG in Vasui are particularly active in social inclusion of vulnerablepgrésociatia
“Centrul Pentru i ntdagrsarmre m$ oaiteesdrfarsogaivhalBsiohuof t71 ¢ i
deprived personsvhile As o ¢ i a tisispecializedritocal/fegional development and social inclusion
of vulnerable groups
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Politicalaspeds

In Vaslui, future local development projects are outlined tloeal development strateqgee alsdink).

The strategy considewvulnerable groupsis well, as it specially targets peripheral areas, where most of
the vulnerable groups live, and foresees projectsléwebp theexisting service@vater, gas, electricity,
etc.)in these areasto improve the living conditions and consequently the quality of life of a population.

Physical and communication aspects

For physically handicapped, the municipality provides sidewalkpadeéstrian crossings with ramps
well aslow-floor bussego enable them traveling around the town. For the homelesght shelters
offer services only during winteHowever, no communication means are employed to make
communication with the blind oréaring impaired as well as the Roma people easier.

Good practices of sociahclusion of vulnerable groups

Vaslui Municipalityspecifically itsocial assistance departmeias good experience with social
inclusion of elderly and young people, people with immomeand the tnemployedas well as with
handicapped people. The municipality most often uses social help, counselling, formal and informal
meetings and discussionsresttwork and organization of public events to establish contact with
members of vulnerable groups and help with their inclusion into the mainstream society.

By joining the European Union, Romania started a comprehepsbgess of alignment with the

European standards in all areas of activity, including the ones regarding energy and enviro@mertf

the best examples of municipal care for vulnerable groups is connected with deteriorating power plants
which used to provide heating for apartment buildingsthe local level, from adtal of 27 heating

power plants only 6 are still working, anther 21buildingspresentda high risk of danger for health

and safety of the citizen#\s thenumber of elderspf people with disabilitiesand ofchildren whose

parents are working abroaid increasing, the municipality decided to invest into facilities in such a way
that it would address the needs of those vulnerable groupgollaboration with Vaslui Local Counitil,
started a comprehensive process of reHdaiion and destindon change for these locatiorand
consequently set up the following centres for vulnerable groups:

9" Day centre for elderly,“Buna Vestire” (" Ann
1T Day centre for elderly “Sfantul Ni col ae”™ (*
1 Daycentrefordtool chil dren “Bucuria”, (“Happiness”)
T Cultural centre “ Al exandra ,Nechita” (educat
1 The Club for retired people (social domain)

T ,Friendship” club (soci al domai n) .
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5.4.4 Contribution of urban agriculture to sustainalrean development

Local strategiand legislative framework the field ofsustainable urban developmert defined by the
Urban Development Strateg@ustainable Energy Action Plamd Sustainable Urban Mobilitiylan
Among those documents, thdrban Deelopment Strategys of special relevance, as it also considers
vulnerable groups, trying taaise theirquality of life.

Economic aspest

It is estimated that around50inhabitantsare involved in urban agriculturdocal food productsre
alsoincludedinto local food marketsthe municipality is interested in supporting local farmevkile
local producersisespecial designated are#s sell their products Aninformal exchange of locébod
products among citizens happens on many occasions, but imoalized. bcal restaurantgare
suppliedwith local food productspurchasinghem atthe local marketA biomass from urban gardens
or urban farmgs notusedas a source of renewable energy. So far, there have be@omifticts
betweenurbanagriculture and investors.

Social asped

In Vasluy, urban agricultures not usedas a teachingnethoda nd/ or ‘ nat uJrbanl | abor e
agricultureis also not seeas a tool for improving social cohesiong.gor social events, leisure time),
exceptin individual cases (families). Nond use conflicteccurred so fabetween recreational and

urban agricultural use of public green spaddsne of theNGOwr other interested stakeholders is

directly involved in urban agriculture.

Environmentalaspecs

The municipality is aware of a positigavironmental contributiorof urban agricultureas itgenerats

goods fordomestic consumption, which resultslower transportation needs, fewer boxes for
packagingandfewer consumption of electricity for stage and sellingdowever,ecofarming principles

are notencouraged or requed at the urban agricultural areas. No special waste management system is
established, as the municipality uses integrated waste management system in its whole area.

Culturalaspects

Urban agriculture is perceived as a local custom, as most of the citizens, living in residential areas, use
most of their spare land for agricultureodal varieties and their preservatias not an issue of local
urban agriculture, and narban agricaltural areais protected as a cultural heritage site.

104



“

HILCTTCY n

Danube Transnational Prog rammMe
AgriGod4cCities

5.5 Municipality oiVelenje (Slovenia)

TheMunicipality ofVelenje is one of eleven city municipalities of Slovenia, located in the eastern part of
the Saled3ka vall ey afhki? Thaeentral pagt ofsha muniaipaléy isssituated o f
on the plain along the Pakariver. TheentirleV ai n of the Saledka dolina
over the last 50 years the townsixthlargest in Slovenia in terms of populatieimas grown ad spread

to include former settlements and hamlets of

(0p3

The northern part of the municipality reaches
and across the Paka gorge at Huda luknB®@S ki Kozjak. The eastern b
al ong Dobrnsko podolje across the Piresica cr
Lozni ko gric¢evje hills, which separatm Sal es
boundary splits Sal e3 k-southdlioelinithe areaiofforrheavilldge Rrélogey g
where presently under the basin bedrock the most intensive lignite mining is taking place by the
Premogovnik Velenje coalmining company. The boocdetinues along the lower Velunja creekthe
foothills of Graska Gor a.

The heart of the municipality is the town of Velenje, which began to mildly prosper at the end of the

19" and in the beginning of the #0century, when a coalmine was opened in theinity of Velenje. It is

a predominantly industrial centre (companies Gorenje, Premogovnik Velenje, Vegrad, Estutgch,

which was built in few years during 19860 asa concept for healthy living in new socialistic society.

It is becoming the hub dhe Savinjskssal eS$ka region with highly dev
administrative, educational and other business sectors (Municipality Velenje 2017). Velenje has the
status of a municipality since 1994 has 32718 inhabitants and population density 1.9 inhabitants
perkm? (SURS 2017).

5.5.1 Characteristics of urban agriculture

TheMunicipality ofVelenje is the only pilot area with a documehat specifically addregsurban
agriculture.Regulations on gardens leadefineallocation procedures of municipal gardens. The
document regulates rights and obligations of tenants and the lessioe Municipality ofVelenje. It
provides general conditions to be met by tenafdsaward criteria, allocation dodi plot, duties ofthe
tenants and the lessor and superuisiofthe implementation of the rulePriority is given tgpeople
with low economic status and disabilities.

TheMunicipality ofVelenjehas13 urban agricultural sitegsllotment garderKrajnca Allotmert garden
by therailway, Allotment garden Kunta Kintéllotment garden Stara vasllotment garden Lipa vzhod
Learning gardens at schodgkducational gardensy¥, 2 dzNR& & G FléisNg fartn)dzadGsgfam

Y I Ny Qetsyferfgrm) andsril Homestead Eco museun{educational, environmental and cultural
heritage farm).
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Allotment gardersKrajnca

TheAllotment gardes Krajncawas established by thelunicipality ofVelenje. Since 2009, itis a
permanent garderwith building permit for two stageurrently it is instage 1 stretching over 6200
m?. If needed the garden can be extended@he area is divided in®i plots. Each plot measur&2 n?
(4 mx8m). The annual rent per plot amounts to 20 EURoAtract with themunicipality is made for 5
years and may bprolonged if wantedEach household of Velenje can rent only one .glstemployed
people or people with low economic statuseapreferredtenants.The basis forenting a plotisa
documentRegulations on gardens legseloptedby the City ouncil ofthe Municipality ofVelenje in
November 2008The garden is easily accessible to users (alstebymunicipal bus A fence surrounds
the whole area (accessonly possible fothe users withakey) Themunicipality built a joint facility
house with chemicabilets set upduringgardeningseason- since thebeginning o2017,the toilets are
available within the facilityand the municipality also providesrainwater tankprganizedseparate
waste collectionset up aroom to deposit private gardening toodsd, employed a caretaker looking
after the site and caring for the neighbourhodgardening methodsire not regulatede.g.no ban mn
pesticides, chemical fertilisers)lthough organic gardening is encouraged by the city administration.
Users are nobrganied in an association or similarganizationput have individual contracts with the
municipality. Thefts (of crops) areccasionallyeported to themunicipality.

Figure20: Panoramic view oftte Allotment garderKrajncain the Municipality of\Velenje.

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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Allotment garders by the railway

TheAllotment gardes by the railwaywas established by thilunicipality ofVelenje in 2013. Itis a
temporary garderat the urban fringewest of the Gorenje production planThe garden is locatezh
the land that is already altated for the construction of theew express highwaywhich will happenn
the upcomingyears (still not known when). The area stretches over 450and is divided into 98lots.
Each plot measure32 n? (4 m x 8 m). The annuatent per plot amounts to 20 EUR cAntract with the
municipality is made for 5 years and may be prolonged if wartagh household of Velenje can rent
only one plot Howeverthe municipalitynotices that extended familiedving in different households
apply for several plotdJnemployed peple or people with low economic statuseapreferredtenants.
The basis forenting a plotisthe documentRegulations on gardens leas&loptedby the City @uncil of
the Municipality ofVelenje in November 2008he garden is easily accessible to the users (al$é@by
municipal bu¥ The area is not fenced, there are sharedcollective spaces, and electricity is not
available. The municipality only provides water and chemical toilets (from spring to auémain)
organsesseparate waste collectiorGardening methodsire not regulatede.g.no ban onpesticides,
chemical fertilisers)although organic gardening is encouraged by the city administraiibe.isers are
not organigd in an association or similarganization,but have individual contracts with the
municipality. Thefts (of crops) areccasionallyeported to themunicipality.
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Figure21: The Allotment gardes by the railwayin the Municipality ofVelenje.

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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Allotment garders Kunta Kinte

TheKuntaKinteis a permanent allotment gardening sitgth individual huts established in 1978.The
industrial city of Velenje was created after the World War Il from scratch on the basis of a new modern
ur ban plan, as an exampl e gadeniag sitkeavasicradted antthec i t y
initiative and with the funds of the company Premogovnik Velenje (the Velenje Coal Mine) for the
families of the Velenje miners. Half of the land is owned by Premogovnik, the other half by the
municipality. The site as created gradually and today stretches over 5 hectares. It has 250 plots with
huts, measuring 200 fnwhich allow the gardeners spending their leisure time in comfort. Initially all

the huts hadhe samesize and appearance, btdday the rules are lesstrict.

)

' Mgk

L E

Figure22: The Allotment gardes Kunta Kintan the Municipality ofVelenje.

The garden is easily accessible for the users (alé@bymunicipal bus Parkingspaceis availablenext
to the upper entrance to the aredut enteringby car(directly to the huts)s only possible on Fridays.
The allotment site is fenced. Several paths lead to the gardens and public toilets. Water and

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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infrastructure forseparate waste collectioare supplied by the warden (HABITa.0.). There is o

electridty installation but someof the ownersinstalledphotovoltaic plants on the roofs of their huts

The tenants pay costs of the warden in tamount of 100EURper year Only the plots are rentable

while the hutsare privatdy owned. The gardeners haetected a group, which assists them with the
organisation of the gardening site and makes sure that the rules, which have been precisely determined,
are followed. @rdening methodsre not regulatede.g.no ban onpesticides, chemical fertiliser) and

no minimum share of agricultural use is required the plots.

Allotment garders Stara vas

TheAllotment gardes Stara vasas established in the 1970Bhe main initiators weréhe citizens. The
whole establishment wadone by theCoal Mine Velenjéhat owned the placeat that time. Although in
the beginning, theMunicipality ofVelenje had nwfficialrole, it supportedgardening until the time

when the ownership became municipal and up to todBlye area stretches over 3.7 hectares and is
divided into 13(lots of different sizes. It is open for all and easily accessible by all transport modes.
The area is not surrounded by a fence, and only some modest equipment is available, such as chairs an
a table to rest. The gardening site is of temporary charaater located on a vacant land (land in
transition), which causes a certain degree of uncertainty about its future developnmethie next few
years a business zonis planned tdbe built in areg andconstruction workshallstart already in 2017
That isthe reason whysomegardens in this area will be abolish&ihenthis will happenthe

municipality will try to replace themwith a new area of gardens arrangement
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Figure23: The Allotment garders Stara vasn the Municipality ofVelenje.

Allotment gardens Lipa vzhod

TheAllotment gardes Lipa vzhodvas established in the 1970Bhe main initiators weréhe citizens.

The whole establishment watne by theCoal Mine Velenjéhat owned the placat that time.

Although inthe beginning, theMunicipality of Velenje had nwfficial role, it supportedgardening until

the time when the ownership became municipal and up to tadégwever, a temporary gardening site

is located on vacant land (land in transition), which causes a certain degree of uncerbaintyita

future development. The area stretches over 4.6 hectares and is divided imglm®&0of different sizes.

It is open for all and easily accessible by all transport modes. The area is not surrounded by a fence, anc
only a modest equipment is availie, such as chairs and a table to rest.

Project co-funded by the European Union.

111



)

HILCTITICY -

EUROPEAN UNION

Danube Transnational Programme
AgriGod4cCities

Figure24: The Allotment gardes Lipa vzhodn the Municipality ofVelenje.

Learning gardens at schools

ThelLearning gardens at school®re designed by th&niversity for lifelong learning (Ljudska univerza
Velenje)in 2014. The project was implemented witihre LAGpr oj ect ( TeacHiemsdkapar
valley), financially supported by the LEADER programme. The university establishedrszvged

educatbnal gardensvith high beamswhere childrerplant vegetables, herbs and fruit treesorder to

learn about food production and sedufficiency. Five adducational gardenare located in the

Municipality ofVelenje and twaf themin the neighbouringnunicipalites-S o § aammj Smar t no
Paki For more information about theearning gardens at schoalsit: http://www .lu-
velenje.si/projekti/nacionalnprojekti/zakljuceniprojekti/item/57 -projekt-lasucniparkisaleskedoline.
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Figure25: The Learning gardens at schootsthe Municipality ofVelenje.

¢2dzNAAG FINXY ¢dzO0S @2

Thet 2 dzZNR & G Fsla NiVatedinitzfiGe@nat started to operate as a leisure farm in 200islin

the middle of the forest, surrounded by meadows and pastungt) niceviews of the valley. The farm

is located at an altitude of 618 m awndcupies an area df0 hectares Ayoung family of fivdives on the

farm. The farm is an excellent starting poifdr(hiking, biking) to Mount Kozjak, Wine mountain or

Dobrng which is 10 km away. Thermal spas are 15 minategy(Thermal spa Dobrna) or 20 minutes
away(Thermalspd opol Sica) by car. Tourist farm TuSevo
football, basketball, playground for childrefor more information about thé 2 dzNJ& & G WikitNY ¢
http://w ww.turisticnekmetije.si/tusevo

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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C2dzNRAG FFENY YIFENYASGYA]

Thet 2 dzNR & G T lislJ¥rivarelinkidfivie dhgtt Started to operate as a leisure farm in 2010. It is
locatedjust a short distance from Velenj@ the village of Hrastovec. Surrounded by fasesnd
meadows it is a magnet for allvho appreciate natural beauty. The farm offers a wide selection of
dishes for all tastegzamily members arranged a village of pleasures where you can relaxvafteéng
across the suounding hills. The farm isgmod starting point to visit VelenjeCastle Velenjd_ake
Velenje, Housef minerals horseriding club Velenje etdzor more information about th&ourist farm

Y | NJ/ wisit: ¥itdp:1/www.turisticnekmetije.si/karnicnik

Gril Homestead; Eco museum

TheGril romesteadq Eco museuns an educational, environmental and cultural heritage farm. Itis a
redecoratedold vineyard cottage in the former wirgrowing slope Lipje in Velenj€he farmcomprises
a house with a black kitchen, vegetable and herb garden, apiary, vineyards and ord¢tiardsultural
monument of local importance. THarm includesa homestead housean outbuilding,a vineyard,an
orchard anda meadow.The totalarea measures 2 hectarebhe museum and the surrounding area
presentsthe life of a small farmer from the mid tbe late 19" century. It showcaseinctional
arrangement of living space awdganizesducationalactivities(ethnological daysthnological
corners, research activities for pupils and student)nicipality ofVelenje $ the owner of the Gril
homesteadandwasthusthe initiator of the renovatiorin 2009 Investment was cfinanced through
two national calls (Ministry of Agricuite, SVRKJ-or more information about th&ril omesteadg Eco
museunisit: http://www.muzej-velenje.si/grilovadomacija/

Figure26: The Gril romesteadg Eco museunm the Municipality ofVelenje.

Project co-funded by the European Union.
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5.5.2 Participatory planning & management of urban agriculture

In the Municipality ofVelenje citizensare regularlyinvited to commenthe issuesand suggest
improvements. The municipality tries to involve thexm much as possibieto the preparationprocess
of municipal strategic document€als for cooperation arg@ublished on the official municipal website.
Situation is similar on the neighborhood lewgll representatives of vulnerable groups aiso
welcomed tothe preparationof documents but they do not receive angpecial treatment and/or
attention. Three engagement tools are used in municipal strategic and neighborhood planning:

1 workshops,
1 face to face meetings
1 social media.

The decisionmaking process gredominantlyinitiated by the municipalitybut with the aim to directly
involve local communities in the implementatioh measures. Citizens and vulnerable groups are not
involved in the management ofie municipalit-owned urban agricultural landll decisions, including
those related to urban agriculture, are communicatedhe citizens, NGOs and other interested
organisations through press releaspssts on the website anceleases in local media houses. Major
decisionsare discussedt the Council sessions, which diree streamed on the municipal website.

TheMunicipality ofVelenje hasmplemented gparticipatory planning process numerous times. For
example, it initiatecurban gardensn the area of @lock settlementirthel ocal communi ty
2014 Several wikshops withlocalresidents were carried ouResidents seerad eager to cooperate in

the whole processThe runicipality even engaged two local landscape architects to absigt with

their expert knowledge. Unfortunately, the idea has stalled hefore implementing the pilot actim

citizens lost interest ofending togarden plots, mostly due to managing issuéa.citizen initiative

occurs, the municipalithas different procedures aksponding: through email addresapbile
applicamieon otUWreb a (abdthraugh theapresertasives of local communities.
Initiatives are ofterpresentedby muncillors at the Council sessions, and are l&&en into

consideration by responsible department

5.5.3 Social inclusion through urbagriculture

The most relevant vulnerable groups in Velenje are the unemployed and people with low income as well
as elderly, followed by all others, i.e. homeless people, mentally and physically handicapped, NEET,
Roma community, other ethnic minoritiesi@ migrants, refugees or asylum seekers. Some vulnerable
groups are already engaged in gardening, and physically disabled pealfeugh there is a negligible
number of them active in community gardenirgre given the priority in the allocation of ghen plots

with the easiest access to facilities (e.g. water supply and toilets). In the pilot action, Velenje plans to
establish intergenerational exchange between elderly and children and to involve 50 people.
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Economic aspects

In Velenje, 4 limited liabty companies employ disabled people, but since the municipality intends to
work with elderly and children, they do not see any possibility to cooperate at this moment. Companies
employing people with disabilities otherwise getdncial support in the fon of wage suliglies and

other economic relief, andanpanieswith the status of disability compargre also entitled tdax
exemptions and contributions on wages from the steB®@me businesses already acquitieel

certificate of female managers friendigompany oifamily friendly company

Social aspects

Most of the vulnerable groups, who are mentally capable of attending classes, are integrated into
regular education system. Regarding specialized forms of educ&tiept er za vz goj o,
usposabljanje Velenje CVIU (Center for education and training in Velenje) is a qualified institution
which educates and trains children and young people with special needs. It implements two pregrams
tailored educatiomal program with lower educationatandards and special educataprogram. Beside
children with mental disabilitiegwutists, physically disabled and foreign children are included in the
learning procesaswellOne of the vulnerable groups which a
Albanians whodo not wish tointegrate into Sloveniasociety, learn Slovenian language and are not
suitablefor tailored educatioal program wth lower educational standard§tudents of tailored

educatioral program with lower educational standardsuall receive disability benefitafter they turn

18. Cther forms of educationare offered to all vulnerable groups the form of individual learning
assistance, language courses for foreigneoncrete visualizations etc.

University for lifelong learning jldska univerza Velenj& the second institution offering educational
programmes for vulnerable groupis addition to the formal educatiad system (primary school for
adults, programs of secondary vocational education, secondary professional edywatgyams,
programs of vocationaiechnical education, vocational coursesidergraduate and postgraduate
education), a wide range of different forms of education are available. Among them are different
language and computer courses, free thematic workshogke context of multigenerational centre
(Planet of generations), preparation and exams for national vocational qualifications, study circles,
Lifelong Learning Program, preparing for the vocational baccalauredtal imtegration of immigrants
etc. Such programs target thdisabled, immigrants and unemploydolut also farmers, retirees and
homemakers

Besides financial social welfare, disadvantaged families in Slovenia are entitled to higher child benefits,
and disadvantaged elderly can gesecuity allowance Some costs are also related to the income;

people in disadvantaged situation can askrieduced payment of preschopfogrammes and school

meals, they can bexemped fromsocial serviceghey can get @aontribution to the payment of famyl
assistanceare entitled tosubsidized rentthey can request the state to cover tdéference up to tle

full value of health services, and habe right tofree-of-chargecompulsory health insuranc®elenje
municipality also cdinances numerous orgezations and programs to ease the burdens of vulnerable
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groups (Red cross and Caritas, public kitchens, shelters for the homeless, holiday programs for poor
children, free legal aid etc.).

There is an admirable number of organizations working with vulriergroups in Velenje; besides
Regional Red crosedety, Caritas Centre for social ark, Home for elderly peopland hospic also
CentresSa aad S o mentallyand physically disalllgpeople,Integra institute whichprovides a
shelterfor the homeless, Novusogietyand theSociety of active citizens Daelp children andamilies

in need VID Velenjassists theelderly, University for lifelong learning offers courses for elderly and
other generations, some organizations also offer some progréor drug userdnter-municipal
Association ofleaf and learing ImpairegdAssociation of disabled Konoaad Intermunicipal association
of di sabl ed offdrsuspart teepByisically disabléd @gople, while Lions and Rotary club
organize occasnal activities to support different vulnerable groups.

Politicalaspects

The most important document of social inclusion in Meanicipality ofVelenje is theDevelopment
strategy of social protection in thdunicipality ofVelenje for the period from 2014 to 2020he
strategy stems from the analysis of social protection inrthenicipalityand lays the foundation for the
establishment and maintaing of a soally adequate local environment, as its taskoiprovide
conditions for the development and implementation of social programsvell as t@o-develop and
coordinat social security programsgvhich are dedicated tthe citizens.

Physical andcommunication aspects

The Municipality ofVelenjeimplemented several measures aptysicalarrangement, which improve
everyday life of vulnerable groups. For the tlithey set uptraffic lights with sound signalsvhich also
improvesafety of hearingmpaired people some parts of the city are equipped with tactile markings,
main cultural objects have notificatigin Braille, main publications are adjusted to the vigumhpaired
people,andin the Museum in Velenje Castle some collecsianeequipped with the tactile marks and
signsin Braille as wekliswith the audiovideopresentations Throughout the cityramps for disabled
and baby carrierare set upandmany city objects have elevators. Two of the fiifecharge buses
namedLokalc are adjustd for wheelchairs and strollerand a bus has a specfdace reserved for
them. Handicapped people caent a tricycle, adjustetb their needs. Aafe house iprovided for the
victims of violencea shelterf Hi S§a) and forthe homeless R i dSpnplasmf fdod

(Vi § ki) Hhesgnedo distribute foodto the poor. Anumber of other programs aréedicated to
help specific types of vulnerable groups

The municipality’s website is notpeepawihthed t o
knowledge of the sign language while Roma people are usually accompanied by an interpreter.
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Good practices of sociahclusion of vulnerable groups

Municipalities and NGOs working in the municipal area have established very positive exafgicial
inclusion of all vulnerable groups, i.e. theemployed, people with low income, physically and mentally
handicappedhomelesgpeople victims of violence, drug adds; immigrants, children, youth and

elderly. They use various methods to wasith them, including activization surveys, social help,
counselling, formal and informal meetings, streetwork, creation and development of social networks as
well as organization of events.

Probably the best practice in tidunicipality ofVelenje is'Udarnik MC Velenje;'a flexible group of
volunteers with a lot of will, knowledge and experience. They offer free of charge help to families or
individuals living in Velenje or its surroundsfgr any work at home, around the housandin the

forest (varous movements, cleaning, adaptation of apartments, housework, grass mowing, forest
clearing, landscaping, snow shovelling, assistance in natural disasters, various instructions, giving gifts t
children and animating them.). They offer assistance to ts®who cannot afford additional help due

to poor social status, elderly people and those who, because of health restrictions, cannot do it
themselves. "Udarniki MC Velenje" also help various organizations, institutions and societies that work
for the beneft of the local community. They also expanded their activities to actions in which they visit
and animate various groups of socially excluded people (homelesgeesfuelderly, women in safe
houses, children in hospitals, people in retraining institusietc.). Their focus is on the social

integration of young people with fewer opportunities.

5.5.4 Contribution of urban agriculture to sustainable urban development

A sustainable urban development framewankVelenjecontainsfour documents The most important is
Sustainable urban strategy for smart, entrepreneurial and friendly Velenje, 2a@#bhdefines key
development challengs and opportunities of Velenje, namealgsuring a stable and open local and
regional economy, improving the emvnment and infrastructure, ensuring high social standasafs]
improving public serviceas well as th@verall quality of lifeOther important documents include Local
agenda 21Strategic development doooent of theMunicipality ofVelenje, andsustainale energetic
action plan othe Municipality ofVelenje

Economic aspest

Estimated number of inhabitants involved in urban agricultarareas ownedby the Municipality of
Velenje, revolves around 38A.total number (including family gardeningpi®bablymuchhigher, but
cannot be estimatedsinceno such data are being collected. The municipality has already taken
advantage of the economic potentials of urban agricultucedl food productsreincluded into local
food markets: producersan seltheir local products om farmer market in the city centre, which
operates every Saturdayhere is also amformal exchange of local food produ@mongcitizens as
the city is included ilsloveniawide movemenZelemenjavdVegexchange) for theaformal exchange
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of seedlings, seeds, crops etc. All the importaatecers are offering local products in their restaurants,
some schools and kindergartens aisosupplied by local food productsiowever, there is still some
unused potential, e.ghiomass from urban gardens or urban farh@s not yet beemsed as a source of
renewable energyThere have been n@onflicts betweerurban agriculture and investors so far.

Social asped

In Velenjeurban agriculturas also useds a teachingnethodard / or * nat ur al | abor e
LASproject, Ljudska univerza Velenjgniversity for lifelong learningestablishedseventeaching parks

with high beamswhere childremplant vegetables, herbs and fruit tre@sorder to learmabout food

production and seHsufficiencyUrban agriculturasalso used as a @ for improving social cohesion:

one of the most important guidelirsfor designing urban gardening is poovidethe citizens an

opportunity for anactive leisure timeSo far, scial events se not commotly usedtool to improve

social cohesioriThereare noland use conflicts between recreational and urban agngaltuse of

public green spaces. So far, none of M@Osor other interested stakeholderns directly involved in
urbangardeningn the municipality.

Environmentalaspecs

The municipality is well aware of environmental benefits of urban agriculture, agrégesing the city,
improvesbiodiversity, improesair quality,andreduces wastewhenpeople arere-usng organic waste
and waste water for gardeningn the contractfor leasing urban gardenswned by the municipality,
organic gardening is not defines obligatoryHowever, €nants are committed to adjust their activities
to ecological and soil conditiomsd to prevent pollution or any other degradation of the land.
Allotment gardens have organized waste collection (bio and mixed waste). If needgaahalso place
composters.

Culturalaspecs

As Velenje was established as a garden city, urban agniedias a long tradition and a great cultural
importance, also proved by the Kunta Kinte gardening area. Furthermore, Gril homediead
museum is protected as a cultural heritage of local importance. However, local varieties and their
preservation are at an issue of local urban agriculture.

5.6 Municipality ofUlcinj (Montenegro)

Ulcinj is a coastal city founded in tB& century B.CMunicipality ofUlcinj has an area of 23&n?, total
population of around 2@O0 inhabitantsand density of 78habitants @r kn? (City population 2015).
Majority of the population of theMunicipality ofUlIcinj are Albanians, who are autochthonous in Ulcin;.
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Apart from Albanians, in the town of Ulcinj live Montenegrins, Serbs, Bosnians, Muskmders of

Roma canmunity, Egyptians and other smaller communities. Most of the population belongs to Islamic
religion, followed by Orthodox and Catholics. In Menicipality ofUlcinj, Montenegrin and Albanian
language are both official languagesdaare equal under thet&ute.

The nunicipality hasatremendous potential for development of different types of tourism, especially

the city of Ulcinj because of the Mediterranean climate conditions and diversity of beaches, including
sandy beaches, quarries, the rocky edgéhefpine forest, that besides curative effect of the sea salt

has also curative sand, curative sulphuric water springs and mineral mud. Ulcinj with its surface has
access to the Adriatic Sea, bordered by the river Buna and includes mountains of the #igiflan

Rumija and Shas Lake. There are also many archaeological sites from different periods of history of the
city, such as more than 2500 years old fortress of Ulcinj, the old town of Shas, and a large number of
religious objects which are showing thetocué and spiritual life of the city. Thanks to the

Mediterranean climate, Ulcinj has developed agriculture and is well known for the production of olives,
figs, citruses, pomegranates and many other ty

5.6.1 Characterigts of urban agriculture

Theonly type of urban agriculture in thdunicipality ofUIcinjisfamily gardeimg. Family gardenare
oriented towardscultivatingthe cropsfor family needsbut a small percentagef productsis produced
for the local marketSome farmsare activein the rural parts of the municipalifyput the intensity of a
direct relationshipwith consumers in urban areas is not known. However, it is acknowledgedttitize
moment,the producers are not organised in cooperatives and theeere indications of notiood
production

5.6.2 Participatory planning & management of urban agriculture

Participatory planning in th#unicipality ofUlcinj is still in the initial stage. Preparation of theategic
developmentplan is baed on a partipatory approach; first aansultativegroup, composed of
representativeof various segments of society, is established, thehlic debate are organized to

discuss the issueSituation is similain planning activities on the neighbourhood levéir@e yearsago,

the bureaufor citizenswas est abl i shed, enabling efficient r
Decisionsrelated to urban agriculturewere so far nocommunicated tahe citizens, NGOs and other
interested organisationsvVulnerablegroups have also not yet been targeted.

5.6.3 Social inclusion through urban agriculture

The most relevant vulnerable group in Ulcinj is the unemployed, followed by people with low income,
mentally and physically handicapped, elderly, Roma community and migrants. Currently, municipality
finds homeless people, NEET and ethnic communities (otlagr Roma) irrelevant. No vulnerable group
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is currently involvedn urban gardening, so Ulcinj intends to work with a few people from all vulnerable
groups except the homeless, i.e. with the unemployed and people with low income, physically and
mentally randicapped, NEET and elderly, Roma community and migraitisgether with cca. 20

people.

Economicaspects

In Ulcinj, the number of employed vulnerable people is negligible, however, one NGO employs two
people with disabilities and the municipality platesinclude it in its pilot activitie<Companies

employing people with disabilities get financial support in the form of wage subsidies 50% and other
economic relief. Foexample if company has 20 to 50 employees they are obligated to employ one
person wth disabilities.

Social aspects

Vulnerable groups are generally integratedégular formal educationwhilementally and physically
handicapped attendspecialisedorms ofeducation Social aids dedicated to majority oOREA

population, alsachild allowance for one yeaHowever, alNGO*'Rightstolive and Dage car e
“Sirend are actively pursuing soci al inclusion.

Politicalaspects

The municipality adoptetlocal actin plan for REA population 2048020 focused in the integration of
REA population and for their better live condition dmehlthierlife. One person from this population
was employed with service contract in Ulcinj Municipality.

Physical and communication aspects

Municipality ofUlIcinj prowded ramps for wheelchaifer publicinstitutions (schools, hospital, post
office etc.).One ofthe municipality employees speakRoma dialect

Good practices of sociahclusion of vulnerable groups

Municipality ofUlcinjemploys a person with physiodisability to workas a delivererit also

implemented an IPAroject that focused on socially excluded wemTheyestablisheda cente for
educationand professional qualification of sociadlycluded womenand around300of them attended
variouscourses, from computerandsewingto Englishand Italianlanguage course TheDaily Center

Sl rena’’ for handi cap@féhd methodd ® easeasacialanclssion, tkes t a b | |
municipality mostly uses social help and some other, unidentified ndho
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5.6.4 Contribution of urban agriculture to sustainable urban development

The Municipality ofUlcinj hasstarted to develop a strategic development plan in orttecreate
conditions for faster locaustainable development of the umicipality.

Economic aspest

If we do not take into account family gardens and local food+ farms in the rural parts of the
municipality, thereare no people involved in urban agriculture in Ulcifipe same applies to the sale of
local food products in farming market§here is no formalized informal exchange of local food products
amongcitizens although informal exchange probably does exidbst of the restaurants and hotels in
Ulcinj are suppliedavith local food productsbut they are from the rural part of the nmicipality. A

biomass from urban gardens or urban farms is not used as a source of renewable &uefay.there

have been naonflicts between than agriculture and investors.

Socialaspecs

In Ulcinj,urban agriculturas not usedas a teachingnethoda nd/ or ‘ nat and#@isaldoatb or &
recognizedas a tool for improving social cohesion (e.g. social events, leisure time), except in individual
cases (families). So far, there have beenland use conflicts between recreational and urban

agriaultural use of public green spacdireeNGOs or other interested stakeholdens directly

involved in urban agriculture:

1 Day care centeBirena
T NGO “Rigjhand to | ive”
1 local uility company.

Environmentalaspecs

In Ulcinj, environmental aspect of urban gardening is not important or has not been recognized as such.
No ecofarming principlesare encouragecr required on urban agriculturareas Thereare no
programmes on waste management.

Culturalaspecs

Urban ariculture in Ulcinj is not recognized as a part of local customs and habits. Loetaésand
their preservation arenot an issueof local urban agriculturegnd no urban agricultural areapsotected
as a cultural heritage site.
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6 Conclusions

Urban agriculture does not enjoy a long tradition in pilot areas which is in line with a state in many parts
of Central and Eastern Europe. The lack of tradition is reflected in a shortage of political support to
recognize urban agriculture as important aanism in urban planning. However, the analysis of
existing urban agriculturalitesrevealed an increase in popularity of this concept since the tuthef
millennium.Newly established urban agricultural practices reflect various forms in terms ctwtey
origin, functionality, management, and governanteban agricultural projects in pilot areas
predominantly encompass general populatitit there are also some examples of inclusion of
vulnerable and marginalized groups. Thesethee. dzz | & zdakd@cdmte Municipal district
Prague 9whichis dedicated to homeless peopliae Day care centre for disabled children Zornitsa
(therapeutic garden) in th#¥unicipality ofBlagoevgrad, anthe Firstclass cedars for our firgfraders in
our cityin the Municipality ofBlagoevgradwhichis operating as an educational garden for local pupils.
The priority is also given to tenants with low economic status and disabilities in casesAdibtheent
gardenKrajncaand theAllotment garden by the railwap Velenje, and tandigent and vulnerable
peoplein case ofllotment gardensn BlagoevgradHowever, in all these cases more detailed
systematic and customised solutions are still missing.

Participatorydecisionmakingaims to harmonize viewsf all the participants as well agrovide

opportunities for fresh ideas and human resources. In all six pilot areas, community is able to participate
and is involved in planning of municipal strategic documents. Workshops and face to face meetings are
the most comnon tools to address the citizens (used in 4 municipalities), followed by web platforms and
consultation exercises (used in 3 municipalities). Municipalities in general use at least three engagement
tools, while the biggest number of participative methodsised in Blagoevgrad (8 altogether).

Generally, vulnerable groups are involved in planning to a lesser extaetr inclusion is reported only

by Blagoevgrad, Velenje and Vaslui. Involvement of communities in neighbourhood planning is similar to
the oneon municipal strategic level, but they are nowhere concreteplved in management of the
municipalityowned urban agricultural landespite some examples of bottoap initiatives, the
decisionmaking process in all municipalities is still predominantl “-d @ yw.rF6ur municipalities

(except Ulcinjan® z é k e s f) ardndyrimplémented a participatory planning procemssd in three

cases (except in Prague) it turned out to be a positive experience. Hovgpaification trainings for

the municipal @ministration tosuccessfullymplement participatory planningre organizedonly in
BlagoevgradOn the other hand, municipal administrations developed various procedures for

responding to a citizen initiative and thus already paved the way for theweactclusion into decisien

making processes.

Besides the lack of material sourcggople who are social excluded (and thus in need of social
inclusion) are not able tparticipate in economic, political, cultural and social éifel do not belong to
the* mai nstream” or i e@ardaningngarticidafcanaddress theoirclusmn of people
into production, consumption, social interaction and political engagem¥ntnerable groups, defined
as the most relevant by the majority of project paets, are the elderly, followed by the unemployed
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and people with low income. Some vulnerable groups are already engaged in gardening, but
predominantly in family gardens. In additissgveral forms of businesses exist in the surveyed area,
which employ vulerable groupsand severamechanisms encourage companies to employ people from
vulnerable groupsVulnerable groups are also included into education, specialized (especially
moderately or severely mentally handicapped, in some cases also blind anchddedrg or regular

forms. They can also attend other educational programmes outside formal education. Certain
vulnerable groups are entitled to receive social transtéard also extra help in emergency situations.
Besides the municipalitieseverallocal, national or transnational NGOsassociations worlwith
vulnerable groupsis well. Social inclusion is also supported by the legislation and local strategies.
Furthermore, the municipalities provide basic physical adaptations for physically hppditcaeople,
shelters, safe houses, expert help and make effort to communicate with the blind, deaf and the Roma.
They generalljnave positive experience with social inclusion. The methods are various, but the
prevailing are social help (in 5 municipakti@e. in all except in Prague), creation and development of
social networks (in 4 municipalities; the exceptions are Ulcinj and Vaslui) and formal and informal
meetings (in 4 municipalities, exceptin 8 k e s f ant @lciny). &elenje uses most of threethods for
social inclusion (7 out of 9 listed), followed by Blagoevgrad (6 methods), Vaslui (5 methods),

Sz é k e s fardiPEague % (B methods), and Ulcinj (2 methods).

One of the objectives of the AgriGo4Cities project is lgmomote sustainable lran development
through urban agricultureAll partners named at least one local document that promaastainability
while the paradigm of sustainable development is being fully adopted ion{elenje and

Sz é k e sf e h ébarvagricultureasionelb thaitools to achieve greater sustainabildagly in the
latter. From the economic perspective, development of urban agriculture is more or less at the initial
stage. fie number of inhabitants, involved in urban agricultwithout family gardens), is émated

from 0 in Ulcinj to 400 in Prague 9, which is, in most cases, less than 1 % of the total popuation.
Blagoevgrad, Velenje, Vaslui and Prague®j production is integrated into local econortiyough

local outdoor marketswhich operateonce pe& week while many restaurants in pilot areasse

produced food fronfarms in perurban areasA more innovativeinformal exchange of local food
products which could also be treated as social innovatmmy exists in Velenjaspart of a bigger
nationd movement for the exchange of seedlings, seeds, and c#gisrfienjava No serious conflicts
between investors and urban agricultural areas have been recogma@dmass from urban gardens
and farms as a source of renewable energy is not yet beingragsically gatheredUrban agriculture in
pilot areas is more developed from the social perspectlere are two very interesting examples of
the use of urban griculture as a teaching methothe Day care centre for disabled childr2arnitsa

and the Natural schoolTvoriltsifor all children bothin the Municipality ofBlagoevgradA similar

example can be found in Velenjéhere 7 arranged taching parks in primary school®re arranged
Urban agriculture has also been recognized as important from the social interaction and community
building perspective, especially felenje Prague 9andS z é k e s f Molst &frtheséactivitiesor

events are theesultsof theN G O s -imppsed actrities. We found 11 NGOs in pilot areas|east

partly involved in urban agriculturtaroughfolklore activities, social ca, environmental protection,
andestablishment of local food marketthree inUl ci nj , Pr ague .%hereahavkbe&z é k e
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very few agricultural activities, which would address the environmental aspect of sustainability, despite
the project partners are generally aware of environmental potential of urban agriculBuein

practice, pomotion of ecefarming principles wasmdy reportedi n Vel enj e and Széke
good practice from the waste management perspectinges reported in Velenje, where allotment

gardens have organized waste gathering and use a possibility to set up compDsigpge being

important pat of local habits, especially through informal food productiorban agriculturehas

nowhere beerformally recognizeds intangible cultural heritage. So far, o@yil homestead in Velenje
Isprotected asa cultural heritage.
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