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Mura-Drava-Danube 5-country Biosphere Reserve Conference



River’Scools as learning jewels along the TBR MDD

…and a safe 
haven for 
environmental
educators



After a day in a River’scool participants should:
• Be closer to nature

• Realize the importance of TBR MDD connectivity

• Understand how their behavior in daily life impacts 
nature

• Know that interventions in the ecosystem of the rivers 

have very wide impact

• Have an idea how to participate in nature protection





Handbook

• Trainings have the same flow as the Handbook

• In local language and in English

• Supplementary materials: maps, worksheets, bird and fish cards …

• Theoretical part: basic information to understand the context and do the 
activities

• Practical part: our main focus!

• Rainbow flow: playful, hands-on, all senses, broad, flexible, clear

• Barrier free paragraph - Inclusion and obstacles in outdoor learning 
environment

The big picture: We are international!



Supplementary Materials





Train-the-Trainer (TtT) Seminar



Outdoor learning online????

• Homeworks with activities that couldn’t be done online

• Expert talks

• Break-out room sessions

• Different educational tools in online settings: Mural, menti, 
padlet, artsteps …

• Educational Mutualism

• Counseling after trainings









National Trainings

• Same concept as TtT – 3 parts, partly online and in-person event, from Mar-
May 2022* (*with WWF HU holding additional event in summer/autumn 22)

• Target groups: Teachers, youth-workers and guides (around 15-20 people) 
Responsible: RMSO, MVP, JU ZDP VŽ, WWF HU and WWF Adria-Serbia



Austria



Slovenia



Hungary



Experiences from workshops for secondary school students

Some of the secondary school students never spent time close at the river Drava. 

Croatia



Serbia



Development study of didactic programmes 
in Varaždin county 



• Pilot Action, two editions:

• 1st part on 30th June 2021, age group 7-14 years

• 2nd part on 6th-7th April 2022, participants from all 
age groups

• Raised the awareness of local people

within the Slovenian part of the TBR MDD

• Similar programs may be implemented in

other areas of the TBR MDD and

potentially also in a transboundary way in

the future

TBR MDD Nature Academy



Through interpretation, understanding; 
through understanding, appreciation; 

through appreciation, protection. 
Freeman Tilden



Outlook to future 
environmental education and 

awareness raising in the 
TBR MDD



Thoughts on future activities

• Education is a very motivating part of projects 

• Maintain the network of educators

• Deepen the connection between National trainers and National 
trainers with local educators (conferences, workshops...)

• Establish “clubs” for a pool of interested, engaged people in a region 

• Strengthen or establish citizen science

• Establish a youth club 

• Organize events that raise awareness, e.g. actions on the AoE Bike 
Trail



Core points for future activities

• We are international!
• Connectivity between national trainers should be maintained through 

workshops
• Connection between River'scools should be fostered

• Grow numbers
• Give a chance to local educators to become National trainers

• Empower local strengths- people, places, story, knowledge,
• Enjoy the educational process- play and investigate
• Create - you can always beat the circumstances, even if they are 

pandemic
• Find the flow- educational programs have to be connected to the 

actual process and places (experiential learning)



Partner Jour-Fixe
Education component in the 
planned 5-country LIFE project

LIFE Dynamic Floodplains Mura-Drava-Danube



Elaboration of a 5-country Education concept for the TBR 
MDD within the LIFE Dynamic Floodplains Mura-Drava-
Danube project 

- Alignment and bringing all partners up-to-date regarding joint working 
materials

- Exchange of know-how regarding available materials and methods

- Planning joint concept for varied education activities for different target groups 
e.g.

- Education for children, with schools

- Education related to concrete restoration activities, with stakeholders

- Education for (young) adults, nature photography

- Education for partnership and water management-related stakeholders for NbS

- Young rangers programme for children

- School visits, camps, etc.



Threat to the protected areas tackled:

- lack of knowledge about protected areas and threats from human interventions, 
climate change, habitat degradation etc.;

- lack of support from local population for restoration activities.

Expected results:

- Building on educators from the local communities, who become multipliers in 
raising awareness about protected areas 🡪 increase knowledge about protected 
areas

- Educate future generation of nature lovers and conservationists

- Educate photography lovers to capture nature professionally and in a nature-
friendly way, in order to become multipliers and awareness raisers through e.g. 
social media; but also to ensure they pursue photography in a nature-friendly way 
with minimal disturbance on protected areas

- Increase knowledge and acceptance of restoration activities



Let‘s play!



Servus and Zdravo
Welcome to Amazon of Europe!













Thank you! 
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