Amazon of Europe Bike Trail
and destination for tourism
development of the TBR MDD

Mura-Drava-Danube 5-country Biosphere Reserve conference, 7. 9. 2022
Urska Dolinar,

Iskriva, Institute for Development of Local Potentials
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Topics:
1. Presentation of Iskriva

2. Sustaifi‘ab e tourism development in the TBR MDD
1. Amazon of Europe Bike Trail
2. Responsible Green Destination Amazon of Europe
3. Smarter Amazon of Europe

3. Regional a tran&national impact and future implications
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Iskriva, Institute for Development of Local
Potentials

= NGO based in Slovenia

= Focus: balanced regional
development

= Innumbers:
= Team of 12 experts

= 30+ developedand
implemented projects of
transnational cooperation

= 80+ mio € funds of EU funding

= 10+ mio € of investment
triggered by our projects

=  Network of'over 700
institutions around Europe
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ISKRIVA

Institute for Development of Local Potentials

New European
Bauhaus

TOGETHER, LET'S MAKE IT WORK.

[I. Amazon of Europe - [1I. New European Bauhaus /

[. Platform for regional
on the Danube -

development :
platform for sustainable tourism
in TBR MDD sustainable, inclusive and beautiful

public spaces in rural areas
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Returning to

Returning to
nature




Iskriva‘s role in TBR MDD

= (Coordinating the platform Amazon of
Europe

= Lead partner of 3 transnational
projects
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Co-funded by the COSME programme
of the European Union

| zg:r‘-
e - Interreg
Canube Transnational Programme
Amazing Amazon of Europe

Amazon of Europe Booking
Center (tour operator)

Wir sind
flirdichda!
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Amazon f Europe Bike Trail - a sustainable

- Development model designed to effectively en§age_ all levels of stakeholders from 5
countries, connect cycling, natural and cultural activities

. First world‘s 5-country UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Mura-Drava-Danube: most
preserved riverine system in central Europe > Amazon of Europe

- Joint 5-country tourism products:
* One destination |
= Two cycling routes (1.250 km)
» Three rivers X
= Five countries




www.aoebiketrail.cor}b

Total length: over 1_1258\km

Two routes with 27 aaily ' ges
- 11 stages on the North Route
- 16 stages on the South Rou C

UNESCO 5-country Biosphere
Reserve: Austria, Slovenia,
Hungary, Croatia and Serbia

Co-funded by the EU, INTERREG
Danube Transnational Programme

15 project partners

1.6.2018 - 31.10.2021 (40
months)

Maribor
)
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Amazon of Europe Bike Trail

within UNESCO 5-country Biosphere

Reserve Mura-Drava-Danube
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Amazon of Europe -
bookable products

=  Amazon of Europe Bike Trail - bookable

=  AoE River Journey & Amazing Moments
- testing phas"Q, bookable in 2023

iu

s
Your deals - Amazon of Europe Bike Trail North Route

=  Website for self-organised trips:
www.aoebiketrail.com

A week on Amazon of Europe
Bike Trail

7 days - 6 overnights — 5 stages

=  Full service for the clients who book
individual tours with comfort and
Support: ° Deals - V

. Accommodation
=  B&B/half board
=  Luggage transfer

from € 808,-

= Back transfer
. Kingfisher hotline 12/7

fro’r’n€80‘8{-“ e



AoE = one destination
development steps

Joint strategy for Amazon of Europe destination
development until 2030

Sustainability plan = complementary development

at local, regional level and other thematic aspects

Supporting business development and marketing at
international markets




Our joint vision

“Amazing Amazon of Europe is...

...a leading sustainable cross-border
tourism destination, preserving the
natural and cultural heritage and
inviting its explorers to slow down
along the mighty rivers, reconnect with
nature and recharge their batteries
through amazing green local stories.”
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1. International product & quality
management

2. Signposted route: 1250 km in 5 countries

Amazon of

Europe =
3. Regional partnership > AoE Bike Trail responsible
Destination Development Organisation green
destination

4. AoE Booking Center & Booking System

5. Cycle for nature programme
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TBR MDD -
regional impact

= Cooperation of 5 countries, 11 regions, over 200
municipalities

= Over 25 national, regional and local tourism
organisations involved

= Route continuously signposted for 1.250 km
= 150 attractions included

= Over 50 accommodations included, mostly small
regional B&Bs

= Tourist tax collected
= Spill-over effect?

MATTHEW D NELSON



Transnational

Slowenien, Ungam & Kroatien

Radeln im
Konzertsaal
der Natur

Begleitet von Tierstimmen geht's auf dem
neuen Fernradweg ,Amazon of Europe”
entlang der wilden Fliisse Mur, Drau und
Donau in den Siiden.

Von Anita Arneitz

uckuck, kuckuck. Schon
auf den ersten Kilome-
tern des ,Amazon of

Europe Bike 'Trails"
wird der Ruf des Zugvogels zum
Programm. Mit jedem Pedaltritt
riickt das Griin von Wiese und
Wald niher, bis sich das Blatter-
dach hoch fiber dem Radler-
helm schiieft. Es ist wie die Ou-
vertilre zu einem Konzert in der
Natur. Auf den Baumen, direkt
am Flussufer - iiberall stimmen
nach und nach verschiedene
Vogel ein. Selbst am Murturm
ist das Gezwitscher zu horen.
Hier wird auch klar, warum die
Flusslandschaften entlang der
Mur, Drau und Donau mit dem
Amazonas verglichen werden.

Die Ufer sind dicht bewach-
sen, der Wasserlauf ist wild und
stindig in Veranderung. Baum-
stimme und Sandbuchten sind

Tiere wie den Eisvogel. Um die-
se einzigartige Landschaft zu
schiitzen, haben die fiinf Lander
Osterreich, Slowenien, Ungarn,
Kroatien und Serbien den weit-
weit ersten Finf-Linder-Bio-
sphirenpark der Unesco na-
mens ,Amazon of Europe” ins
Leben gerufen. Mit 225000
Hekuar gehort dieser zu Euro-
pas groftem Schutzgebiet ent-
lang von Flissen, nachhaltig er-
fahrbar mit einem grenziber-
schreitenden Radweg und ver-
schiedenen Erlebnissen entlang
der Strecke.

Kiapp. Kiapp. In Slowenien
wechseln sich Wilder mit
‘Weingirten ab. Fin Abstecher
zum mehr als 53 Meter hohen
Aussichtsturm Vinarium
Lendava an der Grenze zu Un-

fir seltene

Seite12

impact
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=  One joint brand promoted at
international markets
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Vast on-line and social media
campaign

10 international journalists
Over 20 publications

Participation at 15 fairs

Approx. 100 bookmgs in 2022

Numerous self-organised cyclists
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Amazon of Europe -
sustainable and recognized
destination in 2030:

. Sustainable tourism is an effective tool for regional
: . ‘ 3 s develolfment, ensuring involvement of a wide range of
o ‘ _ = AR regiona

s . o
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stakeholders.
. Long-term inclusive vision is essential.

=  We try to be different by engaging local small _
accommodations, attractions, guides, transport - to give
everyone an opportunity.

=  Quality standards on sustainability must be met at all levels:
at planning, implementation, evaluation, in public and private
sector.

=  Man and the biosphere can co-exist and prosper together
by living sustainably at every step.
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Thank you for your attention. See you along the Mura-Drava-Danube!

INVITATION - save the date:
CONTACTS:

Amazon of Europe networking

Urska Dolinar, MBA, Director . ) 8
conference and festival in Kopacki

urska.dolinar@iskriva.net

Osijek, 19 October 2022

Amazon of Europe products:

info@aoebiketrail.com

www.aoebiketrail.com

FB, IG, YouTube:

@ Amazon of Europe Bike Trail

More about Iskriva: www.iskriva.net



