
Restoring and managing ecological corridors in 
mountains as the green infrastructure in the 

Danube basin - ConnectGREEN
ConnectGREEN Final Conference - Main project results

30th of September 2021
Cristian-Remus Papp, 

Wildlife and Landscapes National Manager,
ConnectGREEN Project Coordinator

WWF RO

Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDF, IPA)
www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen



ConnectGREEN, aims at maintaining 
and improving the ecological 
connectivity between natural habitats in 
the Carpathian ecoregion.
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Aim of the project



1. Eco-corridors and connectivity gaps identified in the Carpathians

2. Capacity for identifying and managing eco-corridors improved

3. Identify and implement strategic directions and instruments/practices 
in order to promote the value of ecological connectivity, in particular of 
large carnivore corridors, among planners and decision makers
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Specific Objectives
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• Duration: June 2018 – 31 
October 2021

• 11 Partners from 6 EU 
countries (ERDF)

• 2 Partners from Serbia 
(IPA)

• 10 Associated Strategic 
Partners (ASP)

• Coordinated by: WWF 
Romania

• Value: ~ 2.6 million euros

Project in numbers
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Pilot areas
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• Local Public Authorities

• National Public Authorities

• Sectoral Agencies

• Infrastructure and (public) 
Service Providers

• Interest Groups including 
NGOs

Various impacts on ecological 
corridors, affecting:

Target Groups
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Target groups/ Stakeholders reach
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Various impacts on ecological 
corridors, affecting:

Project structure - WPs
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Comms results
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Activity 2.1 Set up and support communications
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Activity 2.2 Directly support the objectives and 
activities of other work packages

Value reached Target value
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Activity 2.3 Promotion of project and 
dissemination of its results: events, conferences
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Project Results – Output 3.1 
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Implementation of the methodology/ Data collection 
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Assessment of cumulative impact at landscape level
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Output 3.2 – Guidelines on reducing conflicts in corridor areas
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Examples of deliverables
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Output 3.3 – Ecological corridors database within CCIBIS
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Output 4.1 – Ecological corridor database for each pilot area

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/03da1f6f67404518b3efe0d11f444e5a

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/03da1f6f67404518b3efe0d11f444e5a
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Output 4.2 – Action plans for each pilot area
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Output 4.3 – Decision support tool (DST)

User interface - using DST – output

User interface

User interface - using DST – input
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Output 5.1 – International Action Plan on LCs and connectivity
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Output 5.2 – Multi-sectoral meetings and fora
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Output 5.3 – E-learning training course on eco-corridors
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Output 5.4 – Knowledge transfer conference for PA professionals
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Output 5.5 – Transferability strategy for best practices
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Output 6.1 – 4 national roadmaps on integrating ecological 
corridors in spatial planning
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Output 6.2 – Detailed report on the possibilities to improve 
the EIA Directive
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Actual spending

Project Partner
Spending vs 
budget (%)

1. WWF Romania (Lead Partner) 74.21%

2. WWF Central and Eastern Europe 78.44%

3. Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech Republic 82.78%

4. Silva Tarouca Research Institute for Landscape and Ornamental Gardening 84.17%

5. CEEweb for Biodiversity 58.08%

6. Hungarian University for Agriculture and Life Sciences (formerly Szent Istvan University) 69.65%

7. National Institute for Research and Development in Constructions, Urban Planning and 
Sustainable Spatial Development 68.46%

8. Piatra Craiului National Park Administration 56.33%

9. Slovak Environment Agency 61.08%

10. The State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic 67.71%

11. Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava – SPECTRA Centre of Excellence of EU 82.68%

12. Institute of Architecture and Urban & Spatial Planning of Serbia 84.13%

13. National Park Djerdap 71.90%

Total 72.09%

Spent until end of PPR 6: 1,876,826.42 euro



• Cooperation with multi level stakeholders (from local to international) is key

• Relevant stakeholders have to be identified and involved (from local organizations and experts to 
universities and ministries)

• Borders should not represent a barrier, despite e.g. cultural differences, but rather an advantage (for 
improving/ adapting/ co-creating solutions to common projects)

• Stakeholder consultations should happen in every stage, from early planning to implementation

• Transdisciplinary approach is crucial to address complex issues (multiple use of land, management of 
conflicts)

• Connection with higher level policy makers (e.g. Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention, EUSDR) is 
important

• Good personal contacts, including with representatives of international professional networks can 
facilitate synergies and smooth implementation

• Synergies are crucial, either planned or organized on demand

Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDF, IPA)
www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen

Some additional preliminary lessons learned



• TRANSGREEN (Interreg DTP)

• SaveGREEN (Interreg DTP)

• CENTRALPARKS (Interreg CE)

• BioGOV (Interreg Europe)

• ALPBIONET2030 (Interreg Alpine Space)

• OBWIC (HUSKROUA-CBC)

• BISON (H2020)

• Life EUROLARGECARNIVORES (LIFE Governance and Information)

• Harmon (DTP Seed Money Facility

• Life ConnectCarpathians (LIFE+)

• SwiPE (LIFE Governance and Information)

• Life Lynx (LIFE Nature), etc.
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Synergies with other projects 



• Synergies with, e.g.: 
• IUCN (Guidelines on ecological connectivity)
• Global Wildlife Connect Initiative (ConnectGREEN as a 

model project)
• Center for Large Landscape Conservation 

(ConnectGREEN as a model initiative at landscape level)
• InfraEcoNetworkEurope (IENE) (contributing to the 

Global Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable Transport 
and other Linear Infrastructure)

• Carpathian Convention – Biodiversity Protocol/ 
Working Group, etc.
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Synergies with professional networks and their work
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What is next?
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Thank you all for the good cooperation and results!!!


