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, alms at maintaining
and improving the ecological
connectivity between natural habitats in
the Carpathian ecoregion.
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1. Eco-corridors and connectivity gaps identified in the Carpathians
2. Capacity for identifying and managing eco-corridors improved
3. Identify and implement strategic directions and instruments/practices

in order to promote the value of ecological connectivity, in particular of
large carnivore corridors, among planners and decision makers
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Danube Transnational Programme

Duration: June 2018 - 31
October 2021

11 Partners from 6 EU
countries (ERDF)

2 Partners from Serbia
(IPA)

10 Associated Strategic
Partners (ASP)

Coordinated by: WWF
Romania

Value: ~ 2.6 million euros
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Pilot areas:

1. Piatra Craiului National Park / Bucegi Nature Park (Romania)

2. Apuseni mountains / Southwest Carpathians (Romania) /
National Park Djerdap (Serbia)

3. Western Carpathians (Czech Republic - Slovakia)

4. BUkk National Park (Hungary) / Cerova vrchovina Protected
Landscape Area (Slovakia)
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Local Public Authorities
National Public Authorities
Sectoral Agencies

Infrastructure and (public)
Service Providers

Interest Groups including
NGOs
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ifiter reg Bl Target groups/ Stakeholders reach
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Target Groups

Stakeholders reached until April 2021

INTEREST GROUPS INCL. NGOS AND RESEARCH
INSTITUTIONS

INFRASTRUCTURE/PUBLIC SERVICE PROVIDERS

SECTORAL AGENCIES

NATIONAL PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

LOCAL PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

local public authority

national public authority

sectoral agency

infrastructure and (public) service
provider
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Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDEF, IPA) ierestgroups nciuding Nos

www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen
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510.00 %

355.00 %

155.00 %

113.33%

446,66 %
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P PREPARATION

M MANAGEMENT

T1 IMPLEMENTATION C COMMUNICATION

WP3 - Knowledge source base 07.2018 07.2021 Communication

06.2018 10.2021

Management

06.2018 10.2021

T2 IMPLEMENTATION

WP4 - Innovative pilot sites 10.2018 10.2021 Q

T3 IMPLEMENTATION

WPS5 - Policy and networks 06.2018 10.2021 Q

T4 IMPLEMENTATION

WPE - Enhancing cross-sectoral cooperation at m 10.2021

Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDF, IPA)

www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen
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Comms results
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Activity 2.1 Set up and support communications

ADDITIONAL: PP WEBSITE UPDATES

PROJECT WEBSITE PAGE CONSTANTLY
UPDATED ON PLATFORM PROVIDED
GENERAL LAYOUTS PUBLICATIONS
AND PR MATERIALS
PROJECT POSTER AND FLYER ON
PROJECT'S OUTPUTS IN EN AND...
EXTERNAL COMMUNICATION
STRATEGY

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

m Value reached Target

Activity 2.3 Promotion of project and
dissemination of its results: events, conferences

PUBLIC SPACE EVENTS n

KICK-OFF AND FINAL CONFERENCE
HELD

BROCHURE ON PROJECT RESULTS

EVENTS ATTENDED TO PROMOTE THE

PROJECT

PRESS CONFERENCES IN EACH PILOT |
AREA

100

Activity 2.2 Directly support the objectives and

activities of other work packages

ADDITIONAL: RADIO INTERVIEWS
ADDITIONAL: TV INTERVIEWS

COMMUNICATION MATERIALS

MOVIE COMPILATION BASED ON
VIDEO CONTEST

PRESS ARTICLES AND PUBLICATIONS

POSTINGS SOCIAL MEDIA |

PRESS FIELD VISITS IN PILOT AREAS ‘

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

u Value reached Target value

' RDF, 1PA)
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ConnectGREEN

Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDF [PA)

www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen
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Output 3.3 - Ecological corridors database within CCIBIS
Danube Transnational Programme

ConnectGREEN
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Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDF IPA)
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Output 4.3 - Decision support tool (DST)
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Output 5.1 - International Action Plan on LCs and connectivity
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Saxth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the
G onthe and
Development of the Carpathians

COCOPHDOCIFINAL DRAFT

INTERNATIONAL ACTION PLAN ON
CONSERVATION OF LARGE CARNIVORES
AND ENSURING ECOLOGICAL
CONNECTIVITY IN THE CARPATHIANS

INTRODUCTION, LEGAL BACKGROUND AND IMPLEMENTATION

The Carpathians are a range of mountains in Central and Eastern Europe, stretching across seven
countries in the form of an arch, starting in the north-east of the Czech Republic, continuing through
the whole Slovak Republic, southern Poland, eastern Hungary as well as the west of Ukraine and
Romania, and then going south to the eastern part of Serbia.

The Carpathian region is one of Europe's last great wilderness areas, with exceptional levels of
biodiversity, extensive tracts of old-growth forest and one of the most important and biggest large
carnivore populations in Europe. It is estimated that over 7,200 brown bears, 3,000 grey wolves, and
2,350 Eurasian lynxes currently existing in the Carpathian region (Chapron etal,, 2014).

The above-mentioned species require extensive, non-fragmented habitats to establish their large home
ranges and to allow long-distance movements to satisfy their biological and ecological needs. However,
the sizes of habitats and their connectivity are being challenged by increasing pressures of current and
future development of transport and other types of infrastructure in the Carpathian region.

Furthermore, despite their functional role as ecosystem keystone species and their long-term
protection in some countries, human-carnivore conflicts can occur.

The large carnivore species existing in human-dominated landscapes often face a multidimensional
problem, ranging from human-caused mortality to habitat loss and fragmentation. Compared to other
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INTERNATIONAL ACTION PLAN
ON CONSERVATION OF LARGE CARNIVORES AND ENSURING
ECOLOGICAL CONNECTIVITY IN THE CARPATHIANS

waw interreg danube eufnnnecigrern

Conservation and sustainable use of biological and landscape diversity

Article 4 of the Carpathian Convention

The Conference of the Parties

1. Adopts the International Action Plan on Conservation of Large Carnivores and Ensurin
Ecological Connectivity and encourages the Parties, the WG Biodiversity and other stakeholder:

6. Welcomes the implementation of the project ConnectGREEN - Restoring and managing
ecological corridors in mountains as the green infrastructure in the Danube basin, funded by the
Interreg Danube Transnational Programme; encourages the Parties to promote and use the
results of the project, as appropriate, thanks the WWF Romania and other partners, especially
CEEweb for continued support in implementing the project;

with support of the Secretariat, to ensure smooth implementation of the Plan;
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I nt er reg _ Output 5.3 - E-learning training course on eco-corridors

Danube Transnational Programme




((( )))

interreg

Danube Transnational Programme —_—




P —

l nt er I’eg - Output 5.5 - Transferability strategy for best practices
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Danube Transnational Programme
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I'ransferability study and strategy ol
the ConnectGreen project oulpuls

2021. August
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Detailed report on the possibilities to
improve the EIA Directive

September 2021|

Projed PA)
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Project Partner budget (%

74.21%
78.44%
82.78%

4. Silva Tarouca Research Institute for Landscape and Ornamental Gardening 84.17%

5. CEEweb for Biodiversity 58.08%

6. Hungarian University for Agriculture and Life Sciences (formerly Szent Istvan University) 69.65%

7. National Institute for Research and Development in Constructions, Urban Planning and
Sustainable Spatial Development 68.46%

8. Piatra Craiului National Park Administration 56.33%

61.08%
67.71%
82.68%

12. Institute of Architecture and Urban & Spatial Planning of Serbia 84.13%
71.90%
72.09%

Spent until end of PPR 6: 1,876,826.42 euro

Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDF, IPA)

www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen
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Cooperation with multi level stakeholders (from local to international) is key

Relevant stakeholders have to be identified and involved (from local organizations and experts to
universities and ministries)

Borders should not represent a barrier, despite e.g. cultural differences, but rather an advantage (for
improving/ adapting/ co-creating solutions to common projects)

Stakeholder consultations should happen in every stage, from early planning to implementation

Transdisciplinary approach is crucial to address complex issues (multiple use of land, management of
conflicts)

Connection with higher level policy makers (e.g. Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention, EUSDR) is
important

Good personal contacts, including with representatives of international professional networks can
facilitate synergies and smooth implementation

Synergies are crucial, either planned or organized on demand

Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDE, IPA)

www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen
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* TRANSGREEN (Interreg DTP)
 SaveGREEN (Interreg DTP)

« CENTRALPARKS (Interreg CE)

* BioGOV (Interreg Europe)

« ALPBIONETZ2030 (Interreg Alpine Space)
« OBWIC (HUSKROUA-CBC)

 BISON (H2020)

 Life EUROLARGECARNIVORES (LIFE Governance and Information)
« Harmon (DTP Seed Money Facility
 Life ConnectCarpathians (LIFE+)

SwiPE (LIFE Governance and Information)
e Life Lynx (LIFE Nature), etc.

Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDE, IPA)

www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen
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* Synergies with, e.g.:
 [UCN (Guidelines on ecological connectivity)

* Global Wildlife Connect Initiative (ConnectGREEN as a
model project)

* Center for Large Landscape Conservation
(ConnectGREEN as a model initiative at landscape level)

* InfraEcoNetworkEurope (IENE) (contributing to the
Global Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable Transport
and other Linear Infrastructure)

* Carpathian Convention - Biodiversity Protocol/
Working Group, etc.

Project co-funded by European Union Funds (ERDE, IPA)

www.interreg-danube.eu/connectgreen



Sharing Poll Results

Attendees are now viewing the poll results

1. How satisfied are you with the PP&SCOM meeting that has
been organised today 31.03.2020 through the Zoom platform,
given the current circumstances?

isfied
Satisfied
Partly sa

Net satisfied

Martin Stread

Martin Strmed

Marws Berchs @..,

Sharing Poll Results

Attendees are now viewing the poll results

1. Do you have more free time now than one month ago?

Yes

No

I don't know
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