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Final Conference Project S3 Cluster, 21.10.2021, online. 

Information about the cluster
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Aim of food.net:z is to network, support and strengthen 

companies and institutions from all sectors of the food 

industry across the Metropolitan Region Rhine-Neckar.
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What is food.net:z

The association of food.net:z was founded in 2018 in Heidelberg as a regional 

platform (cluster).

The current members of the association include all sizes of companies in the value 

chain of food industry. These are manufacturing SMEs, corporations, suppliers, 

service providers and start-ups.

Universities are planned to be members as well. Some cooperation are already 

running.
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What is food.net:z

food.net:z supports the partners in cooperating closely, exchanging knowledge 

and initiating projects.

The activities of the cluster increases the innovative strength and the 

competitiveness of the member companies.

In addition, the association pursues the goal of positioning the food industry in the 

region as an attractive employer and improving the appreciation of food.
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Location of the member companies

Bürstadt

Eberbach

Edingen-Neckarhausen

Eppelheim (2x)

Heidelberg (3x)

Helmstadt-Bargen

Frankenthal (Pfalz)

Fürth (Odenwald)

Leimen

Ludwigshafen

Mannheim (6x)

Neidenstein

Sandhausen

Sinsheim

Waibstadt (2x) Schwäbisch Hall

Weinheim (Supporting member)

Wiesloch (2x)
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Member development – today: 28

0

5

10

15

20

25

first activites Mar 18 Dec 18 Dec 19 Feb 20 Dec 20 May 21

6

* A total of 3 withdrawals as of 31.03.2019 (LTG, LeiG) and 31.12.2020 (Liquibox)
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What we offer…

…Networking

• food.net:z provides a sustainable network for the food industry in the Rhine-

Neckar metropolitan region - and beyond. New projects and partnerships are 

initiated.

• food.net:z creates synergy effects between the various actors - and real added 

value for the members, the network partners and the region.

• food.net:z - Companies share knowledge and costs.
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Food.net:z Services

● E.g. open for non-members

 4 Seminars on current food topics each year (different topics: certification in quality 

management, food safety,..)

 food.net:z Forum (4 regional events each year  - current topics of the food industry)

 Food.Focus.Future (One big event each year)

…Internal and external Events
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Food.net:z Services – members only

● Company visits twice each year 
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Food.net:z Services – members only

● Involvement of the operational level of member companies. Regular meetings all 6-8 weeks. Often 

external speakers, active knowledge transfer between the member companies, agenda is shaped by 

participants, topics closely related to the needs of the companies ....

Focus group „sustainability “ Focus group „Quality Management“

Focus group „cooperation with start-ups“Focus group „digital communication “
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Newsletter

https://foodnetz.de/newsletter/

https://foodnetz.de/newsletter/
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Press Rhein-Neckar-Zeitung (Dez 2020)
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Press Zukunftsmotor (Dez 2020)
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We offer…

…Visibility and image 

• food.net:z makes food companies and other relevant actors visible and involves 

them in the further development of the cluster.

• food.net:z regularly publishes press releases in regional magazines and in various 

newsletters.
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Contact us

Isabel Bergerhausen

Telefon: +49 6221 522-2510

Mobil: 0152 22540774

E-Mail: i.bergerhausen@rhein-neckar-kreis.de

Julia Sliwinski

Telefon: +49 6221 522-2167

Mobil: 0152 2540770

E-Mail: j.sliwinski@rhein-neckar-kreis.de

Iris Lehbauer

E-Mail: kontakt@foodnetz.de

Mobil: 0177 3465398

Sarah Reisinger

E-Mail: info@foodnetz.com

Mobil: 0177 3474786

food.net:z –

Lebensmittelnetzwerk Rhein-Neckar e.V.

c/o Landratsamt Rhein-Neckar-Kreis, 

Stabsstelle Wirtschaftsförderung

Kurfürsten-Anlage 38-40

69115 Heidelberg
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