
PARTNERS Key facts

Duration:

1/6/2018-
31/5/2021

Budget:

1,503,076.8 €

Priority:

PA2 Environment 
and culture 
responsible 

Danube region
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Disclaimer: The information in this brochure does not
necessary reflect the opinion of the Interreg managing
authorities and the European Union. The project is co-
funded by European Union funds (ERDF, IPA).

What is REFOCuS project about? 
It is about fostering the restoration 
and management of riparian forests 

RESILIENT RIPARIAN 
FORESTS AS ECOLOGICAL 
CORRIDORS IN THE MURA-

DRAVA-DANUBE 
BIOSPHERE RESERVE

Slovenian Forestry Institute (coordinator)
www.gozdis.si

Federal Research and Training Centre for Forests, 
Natural Hazards and Landscape, Austria

www.bfw.ac.at

Croatian Forest Research Institute
www.sumins.hr

National Agricultural Research and Innovation 
Centre, Hungary

www.naik.hu

University of Novi Sad, Institute of Lowland Forestry 
and Environment, Serbia

www.ilfe.org 

Associated Strategic Partners:

State Office of the Government of Styria, Regional 
Office Southeastern Styria, Office for NATURA2000 

and Forests, Austria
www.verwaltung.steiermark.ac/cms/ziel/74837549/DE

Slovenian State Forests d.o.o., OE Murska Sobota
www.sidg.si

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food, Slovenia
www.mkgp.gov.si

Public Institution for Management of Protected 
Natural Areas in the Koprivnica Križevci County, 

Croatia
www.zastita-prirode-kckzz.hr

Republic of Serbia, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Water Management, Directorate of Forests 

www.upravazasume.gov.rs

Mecsek Forestry Co. Ltd., Hungary
www.mecsekerdo.hu

http://www.gozdis.si/
http://www.bfw.ac.at/
http://www.sumins.hr/
https://www.naik.hu/en/organizations/national-agricultural-research-and-innovation-centre
https://www.uns.ac.rs/index.php/en/institutes-centres/institutes/institute-lowland-forestry-environment
http://www.verwaltung.steiermark.ac/cms/ziel/74837549/DE
http://sidg.si/
http://www.mkgp.gov.si/en/
http://www.zastita-prirode-kckzz.hr/
https://upravazasume.gov.rs/
http://www.mecsekerdo.hu/?lang=en


…due to high incidence of pests and 
diseases, unsustainable human activities 
and lack of guidance for appropriate 
management and use of forest planting 
material

Spatial analysis 
of the riparian 

corridor

UNFAVORABLE CONDITION 
OF RIPARIAN FORESTS 

Recommendations 
on tree species to 
use and promote

Demonstration 
sites for 

stakeholder 
education

Pest and disease  
riparian forests

information 
system & 

identification 
tool

Database on 
planting 

material for 
riparian forests 

connected to 
transnational 
seed transfer 

zones

Transnational 
seed transfer 

zones for seven 
riparian tree 

species

Common 
regional 
planting 
material
transfer

procedure
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Planting 
material use 

and 
conservation 

guidelines 

Management 
handbook for 

riparian forests

Regional gene 
bank of  

riparian species

Holistic 
guidelines for 

resilient 
riparian forests


