“

interreg 4

Danube Transnational Programme

DANUBE FREE SKY

The Danube Protected Areas’ initiative for bird
conservation at powerlines along the Danube
River

Georg Frank, DANUBEPARKS Secretary General
8t MAVIR Bird Conservation Conference
Budapest, 8" November 2017
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,,...the EU Natura 2000 Award for its ambitious,
friendly and trustworthy cooperation crossing all
borders and its concerted efforts to preserve the
Danube’s natural heritage.” (2015)
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NATURE KNOWS

THE ENVIRONMENT

CONNECTING
THE REGION

The Danube is the longest river in the European  River Protected Areas, to manage these areas wisely,
to exchange and promote management expertise, and
to improve knowledge of the river's ecological status,
world, stretching 2857 kilometres throughten as well as the economic, social and environmental
impacts. The network is taking action for the prevention,
control and reduction of pollution in the flood plains and
and national parks. The contribution made by yetiandsin in,and

Union and the most international river in the

countries, including dozens of protected areas

these protected areas to the conservation the river's and of
cevelopment.

S Stk of Europe’s natural heritage is of immense
importance now and for future generations.

DANUBEPARKS - the Darube River Network of Protected

Areas — was founded in 2007 with the signing of the

% Declaration of Tulcea in Romania. Joint projects are

o L crucial to achieving the initiative's goals which, 2long

4 Ay with the contiruing informal cooperation from the

D A NUBE RE GION A national parks and protacted areas, are made possibla

BUILDING e ? mainly by the framework of cooperation across the
PROSPERITY S T R AT E G Y 2 Darube Region — the EUSDR.

"S U E T o R E S Rivers are interrelated ecosystems, and nature does

CCES S S 1 ek reunpeiie orders, Tha el gy cmissyaion

efforts along this most intemational of rivers need to

: find transnational answers and initiatives.

A

o A o
DANUBE REGION DANUBE
\ Reghui ot point

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index.cfm?action=publications.details&languageCode=en&publicationld=998

As stated in the Declaration of Tulcea, the network is
determined to improve conservation of the Danube

14

,It (DANUBEPARKS) is now a recognized label for
Nature Conservation in the Danube Region.
...established a fruitful transfer of know-how....started
region-wide initiatives...helped to develop a stronger
voice at the policy level.” (2016)
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to strengthen the Danube
Habitat Corridor (2017 — 2019)

Tha Danate Dund b Deva-poy Arthn airak

DANUBEparkSCONN ECTED -
Bridging the Danube Protected Areas

o Rlver ha bltatS (Da nu be W||d towards a Danube Habitat Cordr

Countering the main threat to biodiversity
in Europe: landscape fragmentation and

Island Habitat Corridor) e

DANUBEPARKS - The Danwts The spodal relevance
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FNN-Hinweis

Vogelschutzmarkierung

an Hoch- und Héchst-

spannungsfreileitungen

FNN VDE

Forum Netztechn/k/
Netzbetriebe /m VDE 2014 '

L

Natura 2000 Sites for breedlng and nestlng waterfowl: no-go areas for hlgh voltage

powerlmes sBeaaI risk on mlgratlon routes




Common Sandpiper (Category A: Very high risk for collission)
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® | News

Bis zu 2,8 Millionen Vogel sterben pro Jahr an
Stromleitungen

NABU appelliert an Netzbetreiber, Leitungen zu sichern

Mehr als 60.000 Kilometer Hochspannungsleitungen durchziehen Deutschlan
ein Bruchteil davon liegt als Erdkabel unter der Erde. Freileitungen kénnen z
tédlichen Kollisionen von Vogeln fiihren. Der NABU hat ermittelt, wie viele Ti

dadurch umkommen.

NABU, 2017

in Deutschiang — ~eine Abschitzy
ng
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NABU ~ Natursg
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10108 Beriin andey.
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" Zusammenarbeit
Dr-Jose Kreuzige, . Zwingenberg

Projektleityn,
' Dipl-Big], Frank
! Bemsh;
Bearbeltmn: Dr. JaserKrecmggr o
z:i -Geogr. Julia Krimkowski {Glsy
Lamscfnkulugle Andreas Menzej
Dipl-Bioi. Amg Reinhargt o
BSe Geogr.
w“ensmmm 2Ogr. Benjamin Résner (GIS)
Beqleltung

Or- Hans Gnther gaye,

Hungen, im Febryar 977

Germany: 2,8
million birds
killed/year
through collission
on high voltage
power lines

...and (some)
available studies
stressing the need
for actions against
collission at large
rivers
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LIFE+ Nature ,,Saving Pelicanus crispus

in the Danube Delta“ (2005-2009) .PARKS

network of protected areas



White-tailed Eagle (Category B: high risk for collission) DANUBEPARKS
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Table 4: Threats to the White-tailed Sea Eagle along the Danube.

Danube-wide cooperation to raise

1
the awareness!! DANUBEPARKS

network of protected areas
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Goals and Objectives:
1) Raising awareness

2) cooperation platform energy & conservation sector
along the Danube river

3) Inventory of (critical) powerlines
4) Initiate technical solutions

5) DANUEPARKS Position Paper

6) Strategy & follow-up’s

7) Communication

DANUBEPARKS

network of protected areas
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1) Raising awareness

How relevant, do you think, is bird collision at powerlines in and close
to your protected area?

W Very relevant
M Relevant

M Not very relevant

DANUBEPARKS Questionnaire, 2017 DANUBEPARKS

- g N
network of protected areas
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1) Raising awareness

How relevant, to your opinion, is electrocution in and close to your
protected area?

W Very relevant
M Relevant

M Not very relevant

DANUBEPARKS Questionnaire, 2017 DANUBEPARKS

g A
network of protected areas
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2) Cooperation platform energy & conservation sector
along the Danube river

* MAVIR, ENEL, APG: Strategic Project Partners
* patronage by PA2 Energy and PA6 Biodiversity PARKS
of the EU Danube Strategy network of protected areas
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2) Cooperation platform energy & conservation
sector along the Danube river

How interested are the powerline operators in your country in a
closer cooperation?

W Very interested
M Interested
= Neutral

M Not interested

DANUBEPARKS Questionnaire, 2017 DANUBEPARKS

g A
network of protected areas



“

HILCTITICY -

Danube Transnational Programme

3) Inventory

Total electric power lines
crossing the Danube
Germany

Austria/Germany
Austria

Slovakia
Hungary/Slovakia
Hungary
Croatia/Serbia
Serbia
Romania/Serbia
Romania/Bulgaria

Romania

212

131

36

10

13

12
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Sources: Open Street Map, shipping navigation map https://www.d4d-
portal.info/, Ortho pictures and google earth
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Do you have high- or highest voltage powerlines (&gt;60 kV) in/close

3) I nve ntO ry to your protected area?

H None

W Single one(s) (1-3)

W Some (4-10)

W Many (more than 10)
m Don’t know

Do you have any medium and/or low voltage powerlines

H None

W Some (4-10)

™ Many (more than 10)
W Don‘t know

DANUBEPARKS Questionnaire, 2017 DANUBEPARKS

network of protected areas
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SPA SKCHVUO0O07 Dunajské luhy - east part

LEGEND:

10 15km

[]SPA SKCHVU007 Dunajské luhy

[JArea of baseline survey
B Danube river
—— 22 kV power lines

110 kV power lines

— 22 kV power lines with highest risk of collision
— 110 kV power lines with highest risk of collision

x X
LIFE@nergia

NATURA 2000

1:150000 ~ M e s
/ 4 hNe
J e~ Y

Map created by:

LIFE Energy/Marek Galis DANUBEPARKS

network of protected areas




Danube Transnational Prograzmri;gmg DA N U B E F R E E S KY

DANUBEparksCONNECTED

What is the
High and
Medium
Voltage
lines
distribution
in SPA’s
along the
Danube?

/ .. @ilLegend
’ CO”IS|0n HV distribution inthe SPA

) . MV distribution inthe SPA;
RIS k wH SPlimit
Assessment -

“~lLegend
MV in the center of Danube Deltas:

DANUBEPARKS
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f(o))\\

|nterreg B DANUBE FREE SKY

Danube Transnatlonal Programme

\NUBEparks(

4) (Initiate) technical solutions: good practice Slovakia

- ZSE — Zapadoslovenska energetika and environmental sector (NGOs)
- Project of powerline ecologization planned for spring 2018
- ZSE - Syker Engineering, Danubeparks (BROZ), Raptor Protection Slovakia

310 (31x10)
1 Usek krizovania Dunaja

{rs

M

d 10 1
*I — A'u- A—- ‘A —.. aﬁ-'.- -M-’.,V~l ]

Pl

DANUBEPARKS
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4) (Initiate) technical solutions: good practice Hungary
- Cooperation: MAVIR & Duna-lpoly National Park

- Site: Szahalombatt (south of Budapest)

- Marking above the Danube (length: 800 m, 7 wires, 320 diverters)

Priority
0
1

2 1stdraft of priorization:
—— * Natura 2000
* White-tailed Eagle
(breeding, wintering)
+ waders (Little-ringed
Plover

PARKS

network of protected areas
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4) (Initiate) technical solutions: good practice Austria

- Austrian Power Grid (APG) organize marking of all (!!) power lines crossing the
Austrian Danube in winter 2017/18 (for all 6 power line operators)

- Implementation: winter 2017/2018

- Video monitoring at Danube side branch

Foto: Archiv Staatliche Vogelschutzparke Frankfurt

DANUBEPARKS

network of protected areas




“

wnierreg B DANUBE FREE SKY

Danube Transnational Programme

5) DANUBEPARKS position paper

e Collission AND electrocution .

* |n cooperation with
BirdLife Austria and the
Danube Delta Institute

* |n progress

DANUBEPARKS Expert Meeting
(Budapest, 8th November 2017)

DANUBEPARKS

network of protected areas
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6) Strategy & follow-up

What would be most interesting for you and your protected area as a
follow-up activity on this field? Please rank the priority 1-5 in the text

field.

105

100

W Technical solutions for all high- and highest voltage

95
powerlines

90 W Technical solutions against electrocution

25 M Monitoring

1 Conservation actions for birds at powerlines (e.g.

80
installation of nesting platf

B Communication
75

Technical solutions Technical solutions Maonitoring Conservation Communication
for all high- and against actions for birds at
highest voltage electrocution powerlines (e.g.
powerlines installation of
nesting platf

DANUBEPARKS Questionnaire, 2017 DANUBEPARKS

network of protected areas
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7) Communication

DONAUKURIER

UNABHANGIGE ZEITUNG FUR POLITIK WIRTSCHAFT KULTUR SPORT LOKALES

7 \www. donaukurier.de
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A joint Danube-wide process — next steps

Continue the transnational cross-sector Cooperation (including policy level like EU
Strategy for the Danube River)

* Danube-wide GIS-inventory of powerlines (high, medium AND low voltage)

* The big goal: best practice implemenation in EACH Danube country for high-voltage
powerlines (as model for large rivers in Europe)

* partners for Danube-wide project proposal (optional: LIFE+ 2019 — 2024)
* Joint communication and dissemination (public, stakeholder, policy)
» Joint Conference (Tulcea, Danube Delta/spring 2019)

PARKS

network of protected areas
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A joint Danube-wide process — next steps

e Continue the transnational cross-sector Cooperation (including policy level like EU
Strategy for the Danube River)

* Danube-wide GIS-inventory of powerlines (high, medium AND low voltage)

* The big goal: best practice implemenation in EACH Danube country for high-voltage
powerlines (as model for large rivers in Europe)

* partners for Danube-wide project proposal (optional: LIFE+ 2019 — 2024)
e Joint communication and dissemination (public, stakeholder, policy)

» Joint Conference (Tulcea, Danube Delta/spring 2019)

. )
Thank you {0t the fruiti cooperation:
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www.danubeparks.org



