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„…the EU Natura 2000 Award for its ambitious, 
friendly and trustworthy cooperation crossing all 
borders and its concerted efforts to preserve the 
Danube´s natural heritage.“ (2015) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

„It (DANUBEPARKS) is now a recognized label for 
Nature Conservation in the Danube Region. 
…established a fruitful transfer of know-how….started 
region-wide initiatives…helped to develop a stronger 
voice at the policy level.“ (2016) 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index.cfm?action=publications.details&languageCode=en&publicationId=998 



DANUBEparksCONNECTED –  

to strengthen the Danube 
Habitat Corridor (2017 – 2019) 

 

• River habitats (Danube Wild 
Island Habitat Corridor) 

• Danube Dry Habitat Corridor 

• Riparian forests Corridor 

 

• DANUBE FREE SKY: Danube 
as flyway  

 

 



 

Natura 2000 Sites for breeding and nesting waterfowl: no-go areas for high voltage 
powerlines; special risk on migration routes 

Forum Netztechnik/ 
Netzbetriebe im VDE, 2014 



• Flussuferläufer 

Common Sandpiper (Category A: Very high risk for collission)  



• Germany: 2,8 
million birds 
killed/year 
through collission 
on high voltage 
power lines 

 

• …and (some) 
available studies 
stressing the need 
for actions against 
collission at large 
rivers 

NABU, 2017 



 

Danube Delta: Europe´s most important breeding site for pelicans (Pelecanus crispus, 
Pelecanus onocratus) – extremely high risk for collission  



 

LIFE+ Nature „Saving Pelicanus crispus  
in the Danube Delta“ (2005-2009) 



 

White-tailed Eagle (Category B: high risk for collission)  



Photo: Wolfgang Nerb/LBV 

Danube-wide cooperation to raise 
the awareness!! 

https://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiyqqXd4c7RAhWFshQKHTUUBf4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.nabu.de/tiere-und-pflanzen/voegel/gefaehrdungen/stromtod/&psig=AFQjCNFHzcpBw8lIKTCCXcR1UCThLPg6wg&ust=1484934278524036


 DANUBE FREE SKY 

Goals and Objectives: 

1) Raising awareness 

2) cooperation platform energy & conservation sector 
along the Danube river 

3) Inventory of (critical) powerlines 

4) Initiate technical solutions   

5) DANUEPARKS Position Paper 

6) Strategy & follow-up´s 

7) Communication 



 DANUBE FREE SKY 
1) Raising awareness 

DANUBEPARKS Questionnaire, 2017 
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1) Raising awareness 

DANUBEPARKS Questionnaire, 2017 



2) Cooperation platform energy & conservation sector 
along the Danube river 
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• MAVIR, ENEL, APG: Strategic Project Partners 
• patronage by PA2 Energy and PA6 Biodiversity  

of the EU Danube Strategy 



2) Cooperation platform energy & conservation 
sector along the Danube river 
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DANUBEPARKS Questionnaire, 2017 
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3) Inventory 

Total electric power lines  
crossing the Danube 

212 

Germany 131 

Austria/Germany 1 

Austria 36 

Slovakia 1 

Hungary/Slovakia 1 

Hungary 10 

Croatia/Serbia 1 

Serbia 13 

Romania/Serbia 5 

Romania/Bulgaria 1 

Romania 12 

Sources: Open Street Map, shipping navigation map https://www.d4d-
portal.info/, Ortho pictures and google earth 

https://www.d4d-portal.info/
https://www.d4d-portal.info/
https://www.d4d-portal.info/
https://www.d4d-portal.info/
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3) Inventory 

DANUBEPARKS Questionnaire, 2017 



Map created by:  
LIFE Energy/Marek Galis 



Electric lines distribution along the Danube in Romania 

Collision 
Risk 
Assessment 

What is the 
High and 
Medium 
Voltage 
lines 
distribution 
in SPA`s 
along the 
Danube? 
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4) (Initiate) technical solutions: good practice Slovakia   
 
- ZSE – Západoslovenská energetika and environmental sector (NGOs) 
- Project of powerline ecologization planned for spring 2018 
- ZSE - Syker Engineering,  Danubeparks (BROZ), Raptor Protection Slovakia 

 DANUBE FREE SKY 



 DANUBE FREE SKY 
4) (Initiate) technical solutions: good practice Hungary  
- Cooperation: MAVIR & Duna-Ipoly National Park 
 
- Site: Száhalombatt (south of Budapest) 

- Marking above the Danube (length: 800 m, 7 wires, 320 diverters)  
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4) (Initiate) technical solutions: good practice Austria 
- Austrian Power Grid (APG) organize marking of all (!!) power lines crossing the 

Austrian Danube in winter 2017/18 (for all 6 power line operators) 

- Implementation: winter 2017/2018 
 

-     Video monitoring at Danube side branch  

Foto: Archiv Staatliche Vogelschutzparke Frankfurt 
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5) DANUBEPARKS position paper 
 

• Collission AND electrocution 

• In cooperation with  
BirdLife Austria and the  
Danube Delta Institute 

• In progress 

 

DANUBEPARKS Expert Meeting 
(Budapest,  8th November 2017) 
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6) Strategy & follow-up 

DANUBEPARKS Questionnaire, 2017 
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7) Communication 
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A joint Danube-wide process – next steps 
 
• Continue the transnational cross-sector Cooperation (including policy level like EU 

Strategy for the Danube River) 
 

• Danube-wide GIS-inventory of powerlines (high, medium AND low voltage) 
 

• The big goal: best practice implemenation in EACH Danube country for high-voltage 
powerlines (as model for large rivers in Europe) 
 

• partners for Danube-wide project proposal (optional: LIFE+ 2019 – 2024) 
 

• Joint communication and dissemination (public, stakeholder, policy) 
 
• Joint Conference (Tulcea, Danube Delta/spring 2019)  
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www.danubeparks.org 


